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TO T M B 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Philip Earl and Baron of Hardwicke, 

Vifcount ROTS TON, 

LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR OF 
GREAf BRITAIN. 

My Lord, 

CANNOT affign a better 
reafon for addreffing to your 
Lordfliip thefe Ejfays on tlte 
Employment of Time, thari 
that you have, from your earlieft 
years, ib eminently approved your 
fenfe of its importance. 
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iv DEDICATION. 

In thus dedicating them, I may be 
confider'd as only entring on their fub- 

jeft as only propofing the Pattern, 

before I enlarge on the Rule. 

Your Lordmip's Pleafure has, in- 
deed, generally been a varied Applica- 
tion ; and your fatigue in liberal pur- 
fuits reliev'd, not by quitting^ but by 
changing^ them. 

Whatever Admiration may have 
been exprefs'd, at your difpatch of fo 
much public bufinefs ; it appears a 
very fmall part of your defert to them, 
who have known your domeftic en- 
gagements how well your duty, in 

other relations, has been remembred, 
amidft fuch attention to it, in the high 
Offices, you have fuftained and adorn- 
ed. —But what 1 ought to fay of you, 
to you I muft not fay. Wholly filent I 
could not be, on a Character fo proper 
to be oppos'd to the mifchievous ex- 
amples of fo many, high in titular 

worth, 
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worth, but in real, on a level with 
the meaneft of their Species. 

It is unpleafant to reflect on our 
fellow -creatures, mewing fuch far 
greater regard to example, than to 
precept— to what others are, than to 
what themfelves ought to be ; yet as 
things are thus, and thus, in all pro- 
bability, will continue; he, who withes 
well to mankind, mould feek their be- 
nefit in the way, they will receive it — • 
mould, fince they will not reafon but 
imitate, point out to them, where their 
imitation will have mofi of the appear- 
ance of reafoning ; where their con- 
forming to another's pra&ice would 
look like ufing their own underftand- 

The rules of decorum may reftrain 
me from proceeding on the rubjedt of 
your perfonal worth, in the language 
of my inclination ; but I have the plea- 
fure to think, that they even counte- 
A 3 nance 
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nance the freeft declaration of your 
defert from me ; and that I am con- 
futing them, when, after fo many 
favours receiv'd from you, I, with the 
utmoft gratitude and refpeft, exprefs 
inyfelf, 



My Lord, 
Tour Lordship' j moft Obliged, 



Moft Obedient, and 

Moft bumble Servant* 



PREFACE. 

HE EJfays here publifli'd, though 
at firft penn'd for the benefit of 
fome of the author's neighbours 
in the country, may, it is hop'd, 
from the alterations, fince made in them, be 
pf more general ufe. The fubjeSl of them is, 
in itfelf, of the higheft importance, and could, 
therefore, never be unfeafonably confider'd $ 
but the general practice, at prefent, more efpe- 
cially entitles it to our notice. The principles, 
on which their argumentative part proceeds, 
are deny'd by none, whofe convidlion it con- 
fults. Thofe, who regard the human frame as 
only, in its mechanifm, excelling that of beafts 

• who would deprive man's bread of fo- 

cial affedtions, exempt him from all appre- 
A 4 henlions 




viii P R E F A C E. 
henfions of a Deity, and confine his hopes to 
his prefent exiftence, are not the perfons, whom 
any thing here faid propofes to effedt. They 
are not, I meant, diredtly apply'd to, in this 
Work ; but even their benefit it may be faid 
confequentially to intend, as it would certainly 
contribute thereto, could it properly operate on 
thofe, whofe advantage is its immediate aim. 

We have been told, by very good judges 
of human nature, how engaging Virtue would 
be, if it came under the notice of fenfe. And 
what is a right pradtice, but Virtue made, in 
fome meafure, the objedt of fenfe ? What is 
a Man ever adting reafonably, but, if I may 

fo fpeak, imperfonated Virtue Virtue in a 

vifible fliape, brought into view, prefenting 
itfelf to the fight ; and, through the fight, as 
much afFedting the mind, as it could be a£- 
fedted by any elegance of form, by any of the 
beauties of colouring or proportion ? 

The notions moft diflionourable to the 
Deity \ and to the human fpeeies, are often, I 
fufpedt, fir ft taken up, and always, certainly, 
confirm'd, by remarking how They adt, whofe 
fpeculations exprefs the greateft honour to- 
wards both. 

When the ftrongeft fenfe of an alpowerful, 
alwife, moft holy and moft juft Governor of 

the 
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the world, is profefs'd by thofe, who flicw not 

the leaft concern to pleafe Him when rea- 

fon, choice, civil obligations, a future recom- 
pence, have thofe their advocates, who are go- 
vern'd by humour, paffion, appetite ; or who 
deny themfelves no prefent pleafure or advan- 
tage, for the fake of fecuring any thing that is 
promis'd hereafter ; others are, hereby, natural- 
ly led, firft, to think it of little moment, which 
Jide is taken on thefe points; and then, to take 
tbat, which fuits the manners of them, who, 
in their declarations, are its warmeft oppofers. 
Whereas, were the apprcbenfions, that do 

juftice to a fuperintending providence an 

immaterial principle in man his liberty—— 

his duties in fociety — his hopes at his dif- 
folution, univerfally evidene'd, by a fuit- 
able practice ; the great and manifeft advantage 
arifing from them, would be fufficient to fup- 
prefs every doubt of their truth, would pre- 
vent the entrance of any, or would foon re- 
move it. 

As, indeed, all that we are capable of know- 
ing in our prefent ftate, appears either imme- 
diately to regard its wants, or to be connedted 
with what regards them; it is by no means a 
flight confirmation of the truth of a do&rine, 
That the perfuafion thereof is of the utmoft 

confe- 
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confequence to pur prefent well-being. AikJ 
thus the great advantages, that are in this life 
derivable from the belief of a future retribution 
——that are here the proper fruits of fuch a 
belief, may be confider'd as evidencing, how 

well it is founded how reafonably it is en- 

tertain'd. On this, it may be of fome ufe, 
more largely to infift. 

What Engagements correfpond to the con- 
vi£tion, that the ftate, in which we now are, is 
but the paffage to a better, is confider'd in the 
laft of thefe Effays : And that, when fo en- 
gag'd, we are adting the part befitting our na* 
ture and our fituation, feems manifeft both 
from the approbation it has in our calmeft 
hours, under our moft ferious deliberation and 
freeft judgment 5 and, likewife., from the tefti- 
mony given it even by them, who ad: in a 
quite different manner. What they conform 
not to, they applaud ; they acknowledge their 
failures to be fuch 5 they admire the worth, 
which they cannot bring themfelves to cul- 
tivate. 

If we look into the writers, who fuppos'd 
all the pleafures of man to be thofe of his body, 
and all his views limited to his prefent exig- 
ence j we find them, in the rule of life they 
gave, deferting the neceflairy confequences of 

their 
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their Jiippofition y and prefcribing a morality 
utterly inconfiftent with it. Even when they 
taught, that what was good or evil was to be 

determin'd by our feeling only that right 

ca: wrong was according to the pleafure or 
pain, that would cnfue to us, during the 
continuance of our prefent frame, fince after 
Its diffdlution we have nothing to hope or 
fear ; theif pradtical directions were, however, 
that* we ought to be ftridtly juft, feverely ab- 
ftinent, true to our friendfhips, fteady in the 
purfuit of honour and virtue, attentive to the 

* Invitat vera ratio bene fanos ad juftitiarn, aequitatem, 
fidem. Tull. de Fin. 1. i. 

Sic ab Epicuro fapiens Temper inducitur, Finitas habet 
cupiditates ; negligit mortem. Ibid. 

Nemo de tenui vi£hi plura dixit. Tufc. ^uaft. 1. 5. 

De amicitia Epicurus ita dicit : " Omnium rerum, quas 
< c ad beate vivendum fapientia comparaverit, nihil cflc 

majus amicitia, &c" 

Eodem modo fapiens erit affe&us erga amicum, quo in 
feipfum. Hid. 

Hla, qu« Peripatetici, quae Stoici dicunt, Temper tibi 
in ore font, in judiciis, in fenatu, " Officium, aequitatem, 
« c dignitatem, fidem, re&a, honefta, digna imperio, dig- 
*' na populo Romano, omnia pericula pro republica, mori 
♦< pro patria." De Fin. 1. 2. 

Cpic. Menceceo. Diog. Laert. 1, x, 

'Tcrif Qih* noil ™$vn!;e<rQai. Diog Laert. 1. x. 

Kii x) iw ^Kf^irnv diroMtviir »W«p, Sec. 

Spic. Mcncccco, 

public 
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public welfare* and willing to part with our 
lives in its defence. 

SucH,they admitted,man ought to be—fiich 
they exhorted him to be ; and, therefore, when 
they would allow him to a<5t only upon motives , 
utterly incongruous to his being this perfon; k 
follow'd, either that thefe were wrongly af- 
fign'd, or that a conduct was requir'd from 
him, unfuitable to his nature. 

That his obligations were rightly ftated, is 
not deny'd. The miftake was in the induce- 
ments, ailedg'd for difcharging them *. No- 
thing could be more improbable, than his per- 
formance of the duties appointed him in this 
fcbeme, if he was determined by it> in judg- 
ing of the confequences of his a&ions . 

what good or hurt they would do him 
what happinefs or raifery would be their re-* 
fult. 

While the Epicureans admitted juftice ta 

be preferable to injuftice a public fpirit, to 

private, felfifli views; while they acknowledg'd 
it more fitting, that we fhould facrifice life to 
the good of our country, than preferve it, by 
deferting the common welfare ; they muft, I 
think, be regarded as authorifing a preference 



* Illudquaero, quid ei, qui in voluptate fummum t>o- 
numputat, confentancum fit dicerc. DcFiruhzx 

3 Of 
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pf the principles, which will make man juft 
and public-fpirited, to thofe, which will dif- 
pofe him to be unjuft, and wholly attentive 
to his own little interefts. 

Let us fee, then, what will be the pra&ical 
confequences of adopting or rejecting the Epi- 
curean tenet — That we have nothing to hope 
for beyond the Grave, 

Thb value we fet on life is {hewn, by what 
we do to preferve it j and by what we fuffer, ra- 
ther than part with it*. We fupport ourfelves 
by the hardeft labour, the fevereft drudgery, 
and we think death a much greater evil, than to 
ftruggle for years with difeafe and pain, de- 
fpairing of cure, and even of any long intervals 
of eafe. Such, ordinarily, is our love of.life. 
And this delire to keep it cannot but be greatly 
increas'd, when we are indue'd to think, that 

* Quis eft, aut quotus quifque, cui, mors cum appropin- 
quet, 

Nvn refugiat timido Janguen 9 atque exalbefcat metu ? ' 
& & hoc quidem eft in vitio, diflblutionem naturae tam valde 
pcrhorrefcere : quod item eft reprehendendum in dolore. 
Sed quia fere lie afficiuntur omnes, fatis argumenti eft, ab 
interitu naturam abhorrere. — Maxime autem in hoc qui- 
dem gencre vis eft perfpicua naturae, cum & mendicitatem 
multi perpetiantur, ut vivant: & angantur appropinqua- 
tione mortis confe&i homines fenedute: & ea perferant,quae 
Philo&etam videmus in fabulis : &c. TulL de Fin. 1. 5. 
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once loft, it is loft for ever. We might bear ^fe 
have the pofleffion of the good we thus highly 
prize, interrupted j but to be without all hope of 
again enjoying this bleffing, if we were once be- 
reft thereof, will, naturally,. heighten our folli- 
eitude about it, and render us moft averfe from 
cxpofing it to any hazard. He who is perfuaded, 
that corporeal pleafure is all he has to exped, 
and that it is confin'd to his prefent exiftence, 
muft, if be aSls agreeably to fucb aperfuafion, be 
wholly intent on the purfuit of that pleafure, 
and dread nothing more than its coming to an 
end, or being interrupted. Hence, if his term of 
life would be fhorten'd, or any greater diftrefs 
would accrue to him, by adhering to truth and 
juftice, than by departing from them — if he 
were to be, at prefent, more a lofer, by aflifling 

his friend, than by forfaking him if he could 

promife himfelf a larger (hare of fenfual grati- 
fications, from betraying his country, than from 
ferving it faithfully; he would be falfe and un- 
juft, he would be perfidious to his friend, and 
a traitor to his country*. All thofe fetttiments 

and 

* Nemo upquam fine magna fpe immortalitatis fe pro 

patria offerret ad mortem. Inhaeret in mentibus quafi. 

feculorum quoddam augurium futurorum quo quidem 
dempto, quis tarn eflfet amens, qui femper in laboribus & 
periculis viveret? Tufc. £>u*ft. 1. I. 
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and adtions, that exprefs an entire attachment 
to the delights of fenfe, and the ftrongeft reludt- 
ance to forego them, are ftridtly in chara&er, 
when we look not beyond them — —when we 
acknowledge not any higher fatisfaSlions, and 
behold thefe as expiring with us, never to be 
again tailed. 

Whereas the profpedt of a returning life,and 
of enjoy ments in it far fuperior to any we now 
experience, or promife ourfelves, has a necef- 
fary tendency to leffen our follicitude about the 
exiftence here appointed us. We cannot welf 
be reconciled to the lofs of our being, but are ca- 
fily reconciPd to its change-, and death, confi- 
der'd as only its change, as the paflage from a 
lefs to a more defirable ftate, will, certainly, 
have the terror of its appearance much abated. 
The convi&ion, that there is a greater good in 
referve for us, than any pleafure, which earth 
can afford ; and that there is fomething far more- 
to be fear'd by us, than any pain we can now 
be made to fuffer, will, in proportion to its 
ftrength, render us indifferent to the delights 

Non quseritur, quid naturae tuae, Torquate, confenta- 
neum fit, fed quid difciplinae. Ratio ifta, quam defendis; 
praecepta, quae didicifti, quae probas, funditus evertunt 
amicitiam : quamvis earn Epicurus, ut facit, in coelum 
tfferat laudibus. D/ Fin. ]. 2. 

and 
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and conveniencies of our abode on earth ; and 
di(pofe us to qualify ourfelves for obtaining 
that greater good, and avoiding that fo much 
more to be dreaded evil. In thefe confederations 
of life and death, of happinefs and mifery, 
Virtue has its proper fupport We are, by them, 
brought to judge rightly of the part becoming 
us, and to adhere to it immoveably : they fur- 
nifh fufficient inducements to avoid falfehood 
ahd injuftice, of whatever immediate advan- 
tage we may be thereby depriv'd they en- 
courage us to ferve our friend and country, with 
the utmeft fidelity, notwithftanding all the 
inconveniencies, that can be fuppos'd to attend 
it — they are, indeed, proper incitements to 
prefer the public welfare to our own prefent 
fafety; while they inftrudt us, how much our 
gain thereby would overbalance our lofi. 

Brutes in our end and expectations, how 
can we be otherwife in our purfuits ? But if 
the reafoning principle in us be an incorruptible 
one 5 and its right or wrong application, in this 
embody d ftate, affedt the whole of our future 
exiftence : we have, in that apprehenfion, the 
moft powerful motive to adl throughout, in 
conformity to our rational nature, or, which 
is the fame thing in other words, never to 
fwerve from Virtue— to defpife alike danger 

and 
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and pleafure, when ftanding in competition 
with our duty. 

Thus, when Socrates, hiPjlato's Pkrdo, 
'has prov'd the immortality of our fottl, ha 
cenfiders it as a ncceflary confequence of the 
belief thereof, That we Jhould be employ 9 d in 
the culture if our minds— *in faeh care of 
them, as jhall not only regard that itrm, to 
-which we give the name of life, but the whok i 

which follows it in making ourfehes as wife 

-and good y asmayie ; fince on it ourfafety tutine* 
4y depends ; i befoul carrying hence nothing with 
it) but its good or bad a&ions, its virtues or 
vices-, and thefe conjiituting its happinejs or 
mifery, to all eternity. 

So when the elder Scipio is introduced by 
Tuixr *apprifing-the younger, that what is 
*alVd our life 9 may *be more properly ffiFd our 
death ■ that we truly live, when we are 
freed from the fetters of our body he proceeds 
to obferve, how much it then concerned him, 

to bejuft to promote the public welfare — ■ 

to make true glory bis aim, doing what ts right \ 
without regard to any advantage it will now 
yield him, dejpifing popular opinion, adhering 
to virtue for its real worth. And the Youth, 
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thus inftrudted, profeffes, That after fuch in- 
formation, into what ftate he is to pafs 9 he would 
not be wanting to himfelf ; Unmindful he had 
not been of his ancejlors worth ; but to copy it 
/hould now be his more efpecial care y fince en- 
couragd thereto, by fo great a reward. 
- LUC AN, representing the inhabitants of this 
part of Europe, as perftfaded, that the foul fur- 
viv'd the diffolution of the body, * congratu- 
lates them, indeed, only on the happinefs they 
enjoy'd in an opinion, that freed them from 
the moft tormenting of all fears, the dread of 
death— —that made them adt with fo much 
bravery and intrepidity. But when he admits 
a contempt of death, to be the proper effedt of 
this opinion, he muft be confider'd as allowing 
it all that pradlical influence,which as naturally 
refults from it, as fuch an indifference to life 
doth, and has the fame connexion with it. 

* Lucan. Pharf. 1. I. 

In primis hoc volunt perfuadere ; Non interire animas 
— atquc hoc maxime ad virtutem excitari putant, 
metu mortis negle&o. Caf. de Bel. Gal 1. 6. 

Yl&p «<PiV TiDifJLZVOi TM TV £l* titeblliV. % &Vt(T%VH ydf<9&p 

pir*t *'vAt (rv[A!&Ct)K€. Diod. Sic. !. 5. 
Tacitus fpeaks of the feme perfuafion among the Jews 

producing the fame effeft. Animas aeternas putant. 

Hin o ■ moriendi contemptus. Hiji. 1. 5, 

If 
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lp y therefore* the perfuafioh that death ren- 
ders us utterly infenfible, be a perfuafion that 
unmans us quite — that difpofes to a courfe of 
adtion rfcoft unworthy of us — that is extreamly 
prejudicial to fociety *, and tends, in every way, 
to our own greateft hurt or debafemcnt, we 
may well fuppofe it an erroneous one 5 lince 
it is in the higheft degree improbable, that 
there (hould be any truth in a notion, the re* 
ception of which fo far operates to the preju- 
dice of mankind— —fo neceflarily contributes 
to introduce a general diforder. 

On the other hand, if, from the convidtion* 
that there is a recompence for us beyond the 
grave, we derive fentiments moft becoming us 

-if from it the worthieft adtions proceed 

» 1 - if it be the fource of the greateft, both 
private and public, good - if with* it be 
connedted the due difcharge of our duty, 
in the feveral relations, in which we are 

plac'd if it alone can lead us to perfedt 

our nature, and can furnifti our ftate with 
fatisfadtory enjoyments $ there may feem fuf- 
ficient grounds to conclude, that there is 

* Cui dubium efle poteft, quin is publicas patriae leges, 
aut arte clam eludere, aut vi nitatur infringere, dumfuae 
privatim cupiditati ferviat, cui nullus ultra leges metus, 
nihil ultra corpus fpei fupereft aoiplius. Utop. 1. 2. 

B 2 fuch 
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i«ch a fecoihpenfee* the perfuaiion thereof, 
thus afieding uSj Inay Well appear moft rea«- 
fonably entertain <L 

Wtr&N all thofe principles, of \frhofe truth 
we have the greateft certainty, conduit us -to 
Jiappinefs; it is natural to think, that the in* 
#ueiice of any principle upon our happioefs 
fliauld "be no improper teft of its truth. 

If tehere be no furer token of a right prac- 
tice, than its tendency to promote the com* • 
rafongbod ycan we but judge that to be a right 
opinion, which has tmdeniably, in «n emi* 
jient degree, foch a tendency ? 

* Whistn the difficulties which, wider a ge* 
fteral corruption, attend our adherence to 
virtue, are only to be furmounted by the 
profpedt of a future reward ; one kndws 4K>t 
how to beKeve, that the proper inducement to 

odr afting a part fo becohiing us ib 

much our praife, fhould be no other than a 
chimerical view, a romantic and utterly vara 
e&pe&ation. 

Wh-bn error is manifeftly the caufe of 
whatever ill we do or fufFer, it is extreamly 

* NuIIo modo fieri pdteft, lit quifquam tenti tfftifliet 
fequitatem & fidem, ut ejus confervaikfo causa nullum 
fopplicium recufet, nifi iis rebus aflenfus fit, quae falfe 
effe con pofiunt. Acad. §ht*JL I. 4. 

impro- 
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improbable, that to an erroneous notion we 
muft ftand indebted for the beft ufe of lifb x 
and its moil folid fatisfadions. 

But it may be afk'd^— ~ Where doea thia 
Qpinion produce thefe boafted effe&s ? Among* 
them, whaprofefs it their firmeft belief, that: 
there is a future recompencq, how few do we 
find better men for k^^^more regular ixt 
their manners, or more ufcful to the world, > 
than they would have been, without any fuck 
perfuafion? 

Haw far any truth fhall operate upon ua 
—how far it (hall influence us, depends up*, 
on our application of it, upon our attention 
Cp it We know from experience, that there. 
3re many things, relating to our prefent wel- 
fare, all which we overlook, we give ourfelvei 
little or no concern about, though, by thus, 
overlooking them, we become the feveseft 
fufferers and tho' we may he ahnpft as ccr-^ 
tain, as we can be of any thing, that an ijiaU 
tention to them muft have cqn&quences thus 
fatal to us. The feveral rules, which re^ 
gard the lengthening of life the pre* 
fervation of health — - the enjoyment of eafe> 
though they carry with them the cleareft 
evidence of their importance* how very li& 
tit do they affeft the generality of man* 

B3 kind 
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kind how unheeded are they, when op- 
pofing an eager appetite, a ftrong inclination ! 
while yet thefe rules are acknowledg'd to re- 
main as true, as worthy of our notice, as cer- 
tain in their falutary effe&s, when obferv'd ; 
as if all that pra&icai regard, to which they 
are entitled, was paid them ; and we may be 
as juftly thought endow'd with a capacity of 
difcovering thofe efFe&s, in order to their pro- 
fiting us, as if they univerfally took place. 

What benefit was intended, in qualifying 
us for the difcernment of any truth, is by no 
means to be inferr'd from what ordinarily en- 
fues to us, when difcerning it. A juft inference 
as to this can only be made from regarding 
the di&ates of reafon upon fuch a truth being 
difcern'd by us 5 or, what ufe of its difcern- 
ment Reafon dire&s lis to make. 

When we are lefs wicked, than very bad 
principles prompt us to be, which is often the 
cafe; thefe are, nevertheless, full as blameable 
as they would be, if we were to aft confidently 
with them. That they are not purju'd> is, as 
to them, quite an accidental point ; in reafon 
and nature they fhould be $ and therefore are 
fitly chargeable with all the confequences, that 
a&ing according to them would produce* 

So 
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So, on the other hand, tho' it muft be con- 
fefs'd, that, with the beft principles, our courfe 
of life is, frequently very faulty ; the ob- 
jedion muft lie not to the nature or kind of 
their influence, but to a weaknefs of it, which 
is our crime, and not their defeat. We will 
not let them a£t upon us, as they are quali- 
fy'd to do. Their worth is to be eftimated by 
the worth, they are fuited to produce. And it 
would be full as abfurd, when we will not 
mind our way, to deny that the light cai> be 
of any help to us in feeing it ; as to deny the 
ferviceablenefs of any principle, becaufe we 
fail in its application. 

. Nor is it, indeed, only our unhappinefs 
that we are inattentive to what the belief of a 
future recompence requires from us ; Religion 
itfelf is, alas ! every where abus'd to the ob- 
ftruiiing the proper efFe&s of this belief. I 
mean, that whatever Religion is any where 
profefs'd, fome or other rite or do&rine of it 
does favour, as in Paganifm and Mohamme- 
difm 5 or is fo conJltu y d> as in Judaifm and 
Chriftianity, that // is made to favour a depart- 
ure from the practice, which fuits the perfua- 
fion of a future reward. The reproach, which 
belong'd to the Jews in our Saviour's time, they 

B 4 have, 
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have, as far as appears, deferv'd ever fince ; 
that, by their fcrupulous regard to the lefler 
points of their Law, they think they make 
amends for the grofieft ncgledt of its moft im- 
portant precepts. And with refpedt to us 
Chriftians,. * Whence is it, that there is fo 

little virtue among us that we are through* 

out fo corrupt, but from taking fanftuary, for 

6qr crimes, in our very Religion from 

perverting its moft holy inftitutions and doc- 
trines, to be our full leeurity, whatfoever are 
our vices ?f 

* Sir Isaac Newton having obferv'd, That the prophe- 
cies concerning Chrjst'j firfl coming were for Jetting up 
ibfChriftian religion^ adds, %vhic b all nations have fince cor- 
fttptidy fcf Obferv. upon die Proph. of Dan. &c. p. 352. 

\ The general gnd great defett in thofe that profefs the 
Chriftian Faith is, that they hope for life eternal without 
performing thofe conditions, whereupon it is promised in 
ifce Gospel, namely, repentance and reformation. — !— 
They will traft to a fruitlefi> lifelefi faith, or to fome pe+ 
iVWWy find fatvfafliqnSj and commutations made with God, 
doing what he hath not required inftead of what he hath 
Commanded, Nor perfuafions fcall prevail to move and 
txcite them to do this, no jfeafops, arguments, or demon* 
fixation* no pof exprefc words of God, that it is necef- 
Jary to be done ; or to forbear to cenfure thein as J&emie* 
fo thp Qrace Qod y wh* do with clear and exprefs Scri- 
pture (hew the abfolute neccflity of it. Qwtratns Sermons* 

Thus, 
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Thus, we are cither of aChurefr* raytehich 
we can be abfolved of all our Jim y or vftsmfc 
of the number of the ele£fc, and cannot cgagft 
mil any -> or the merits of Chrift atone for 
not having the merit even of honefty and fiaa 
(perky or a right Faith makes amends fot 
our moft corrupt pradtice. * 

We have Prayers, Sacraments, Fafts, that 
are never thought of to improve us ki virtue, 

but to fupply the want of it to quiet our 

confciences under the moft culpable gratifica- 
tion of our lufts. 

How the belief of a future recompence 
fliould, in reafon, affed our practice—— 
what its proper and natural influence is, fole- 
ly concerns the prefent argument. It feems 
enough, in the cafe before us, that no one 
can be confiftent with himfelf, but, if he has 
any hopes of happinefs in another world, his 
conduct will be regular, becoming, rational : 
and,, that where we find thefe hopes enter* 

* I heartily wifh, that, by public authority, it were fo 
ordered, that no man fhould ever preach or print this doc- 
trine, That Faith alone juftifies,uniefs he join this together 
with it, That universal Obedience is neceiTary to falvatioiu 
Chillingworth's Relig. of Prat: p. 262, 

By our zeal in our opinions, we grow cool in our piety 
and practical duties. Epiji. Dedicat. prefixed to the Difcourfi 
*f Liberty of Propb. 

toin'd 
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teinttwii mature confideration, juftly reafon'd 
upgay' duly attended to there we, certainly, 
~\fi8# r great purity of morals, a ftridt regard to 
iBp part befitting a reafonable creature, and 
every other advantage afcrib'd to them. If I 
cannot be allow'd to infer from hence, that 
they are well founded; they have ftill, for their 
fupport, all thofe arguments in favour of a final 
retribution, with which I have not at all med- 
dled, nor in the leaft weaken'd by any thing, I 
may have lefs pertinently obferv'd. The fub- 
jed of the third of the following Efays led 
me to the Remarks here made $ and to me they 
appear not immaterial. I cannot, indeed, bring 
myfelf to think, but that the hopes, which in- 
duce me to a£t moft agreeably to my Crea- 
tor's will, He has form'd me to entertain ; and 
will not let me be difappointed in them. 

Of one thing I am fure, That they, who 
fuffer the perfuafion of a future happinefs to 
operate, as it ought, on their practice, con- 
ftantly experience their practice adding ftrength 
to their perfuafion ; the better they become by 
their belief, the more confirm'd they become 
in it. This is a great deal to fay on its be- 
half. What weightier recommendation to 
our aflent can any dofirine have, than that, 

as 
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as it tends to improve us in virtue, fo the more 
virtuous we are, the more firmly we affent to 
it 5 * or, the better judges we are of Truth, 
the fuller affurance we have of its truth ? 

t» tpcuiwTcu. Kaff imisw ydf V^iv if id is*/ x}x*Aa $ iMa. x) 
ftttqkfH <ar\tt?Qv \<im 6 f**fai& , r5 r* d\m&l< iv kKcLrotc ifSr 9 
»*rep kavuv jy /utrpor avtw iv. Ariftot. Ethic. 

Si, quorum aut ingenio, aut virtute animus excellit, eos 
arbitramur, quia natura optima funt, cernere naturae vim 
maxime: verifimile eft, cum optimus quifque maximfe 
pofteritati ferviat, cfle aliquid, cujus is poft mortem fen- 
Aim fit habiturus. Tufc. S$u€tft. 1. i. 
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Employment b/Time; 

1 T- 



ESSAY the FIRST. 



Tttncdmum iritelEges, quidfacieudum tfbt\ ~quid vitmidim 
:fit y cum didiceris quid natura tua debeas. Sen. Ep. 121 




MAZING! That a Creature, 
fo warm in the purfuit of her 
Pleafures, fliould never caft one 
thought towards her Happi- 



" nefs." A Refledion this, made, indeed, 

by a comic Writer, but not unworthy the moft 
ferio&s. 

To be intent on Pleafure, yet negligent cT 
Happinefs, is to be careful for what will eafe 

us 
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Us a few Mdments of bUr Life $ and yet, regard- 
* lefs of what will diftrefs us, for manyYeafsof it. 

< When I ftudy my Happinefs, I confult the 

< .fatisfadtion of the whole Continuance of my 
/ Being^-I endeavour, that throughout it I may 
^fuffer as little, and enjoy myfelf as much, as 

my Nature and Situation will admit *. Hap- 
pinefs is lafting Pleafure ; itspurfuit is, really, 
the purfuit of Pleafure, with as fmall an allay, 
asjpofiible, of Pain. We. cannot, therefore, 
provide for oi» Happinefs, without taking our 
fhare of Pleafure 5 tho\ as is every where 
but too evident, our eagernefs after Pleafure 
miy plunge us into the Mifery, we are unable 
to fupport -j*. 

Nothing, indeed, is more fpecious, than 
£]be general Term, J Pleafure. It carries with 

: lt 

♦ Ncque ulla alia huic verbo, cum beatum dicimus, 
fubje&a notio eft, nifi, fecretis malis omnibus, cumulata 
bonorum complexio. *Tufc. £>ua/1. 1. 5. 

f Ut feras cum labore periculoquc venamur, & capta- 
ruiri quoque illarum follicita pofleflio eft : faepe enim laniant 
dpminos: ita habentes magnas voluptates, in magnum 
malum evafere, qaptaeque cepere. Sen. de Fit. beat. 
* Accipite— orationem Archytas Tarentini, magni in pri- 
jnis & praeclari viri — Nullam capitaliorum peftem, quam 
corporis voluptatem, hominibus dicebat a natura datam. 
Tulldi Seneft. 

% Voluptas eft malorum efca ; quod ea non minus ho- 
mines, quam hamo capiantur pifces. Plant. 

Divine 
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it the Idea of fomething, which muft be per- 
mitted us by our Maker j fincc we know not 
how to fuppofe him forbidding us to tafte, 
what he has difpofed us to relifh. His having 
formed us to receive Pleafure, is our Licence 
to take it. This I will admit to be t^ue, un- 
der proper Redactions. 

It is true, that from our Nature and Con- 
flitution * we may colled: wherein we a£t 
agreeably to our Creator's Will, and wherein 
we adt contrary to it : but the Mifchief is, we 
commonly miftake our Nature, we mifcall it, 
we call That it, which is but a Part of it, or 
the Corruption of it ; and we thence make 
Conclufions, by which when we govern our 
Praftice, we foon find ourfelves in great Diffi- 
culties and Diftrefs. 

Divine Plato efcam malorum,voluptatem appellat, quod 
ca videlicet homines capiantur, ut hamo pifces TulL de 
Seneft. 

* Primam illam partem bene vivendi, a jiatura petebant, 
eique parendum effe dicebant: neque ulla alia in re, nifi in 
natura, quaerendum efle illud fummum bonum, quo omnia 
referrentur : conftituebantque, extremum efle rerum expe- 
tendarum, & finem bonorum, adeptum efle omnia e natura 
& animo, & corpore, & vita. Acad. £>uxjl. J. I. 

Quod fummum bonum aStoicis dicitur, convenienter 
naturae vivere: id habet hanc, utopinor, fententiam, cum 
virtute congruere fempejr. TulL de Off. 1. 3. 
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Fon fnftance, we call our Paffions our Na- 
ture ; then infer, that, in gratifying them, we 
iollow Nature ; and, being thus convmcVl, 
sliat their Gratification muft be quite lawful, 
we iallow ourielves in it, and are undone by it. 
Whereas, *#ie Body is as much the Man, as 
his Paflions are his Nature $ a Part of it, in- 
deed, they are, but the loweft Partj and 
to regard this, more than the fuperior and 
inobler, muft be as fetal to us, as to be guided 
vather by what is agreeable to our Appetite^ 
«f han conducive to our health. 'OF this more 
thereafter. 

The Call of Nature being the favourite 
Topic of all the Men of Pleafure — ^of ill, 
■who a6t the moft in coritradi&ion to Nature ; 
I will confine the whole of the following Eflay 
to the Confideration of it, fo far as it relates to 
the Employment of our Time ; andihew how 
our Time fhould be employed, if we have a 
juft regard to our Nature —if what it requites 
be.confulted by us. 

That Man is the work of a wife Agent, 
is in the cleared manner difcovered by the 
Marks of Wifdom, which Ihew themfelves in 
his 'Frame— * by the contrivance and fkill, 

* Corporis noftri partes, totaque figure, & forma, &'fta~ 
tura., quam apta ad naturam fit, apparet. Tull. dc Fin. 1. 5. 
2 that 
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which each Par,t of it exprefffes — by the exaCt 
proportion and fuitable difpofition, which the 
feverial Parts of it have to each other, and by 
their refpe&ive* fitoefs to promote the well- 
being of the whole. 

When we muft thus acknowledge the great 
Wifdom exerted in bur Stru&ure $ when we 
are fo capable of difcerning its Beauties and 
Advantages, and fo fully know their preferva- 
tion and improvement to depend upon our- 
felves, upon our own Endeavours 5 we cannot 
poffibly be at a lofs to difcover what our wife 
Maker muft, in this particular, exped from 
us The Duty of Man is as certainly known 

from his Nature what he ought to do for 

himfelf is as fully underftood from what he 
can do, as the Ufes of any Machine are under- 
ftood, by a thorough acquaintance with its 
Powers. 

I can np more doubt, for what I am in- 
tended- — what muft be required of me, when 
I fee plainly what I am able to effect j than I 
can queftion, for what purpofes a Watch or 
Clock is defign d ; when I am duly appriz'd 
how the different Parts of it aft upon each 
other, to what they all concur,and to what only. 

♦ Virtus nihil aliud, quim in fc perfe&a, & ad fummum. 
perduda natura. Tvl. dt Leg. hi. 

C We 
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We want no Reafoning to convince us, that 
our Frame muft be made in order to its continu- 
ance, as long as the Materials composing it will 
admit \ 4nd that we Ourfelves muft give it fuch 
continuance : how this is (hortened, how it is 
prolonged, we are likewife all of us fully fen- 
fibk. Every one perceives what will haften 
his Diflblution, and what will, probably, re- 
tard it 5 by what Management of himfelf, he 
is fure to pafs bttt few years in the World; 
: and by what, he is likely to be upheld in it 
for many. Here then our Hule is obvious $ 
thefe notices afforded us make it ib : When 
tire are taught, that the Support of our Life 
muft be agreeable to 'Htm, from whom wte 
received it, and thdt *ue are appointed to give 
it this Support, that, it iftuft come from wr- 
felves y from what we <io in order to it ; we are 
at the fame time inftru&ed, to regard all things 
contributing to it asenjoin'd us, and all things 
detrimental to, afid inconfiftent with it, as for- 
bidden Us $ we have it foggefted to us, that we 
are properly eroploy'd, when we confultthe 
due prefervation of Life and that the Engage- 
ments are improper, are blameable, which 
hinder it. 

Thus, to fpend our time welly we muft give 
our Bodies fuch exercife, .fuch reft, and other 

refrefh- 
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fefre&oients, as their fubfiftence demands | 
and vte mifyend it> when we are lazy and floth- 
ful> When we are lefs fo^er* chafte, and tem- 
perate *■ ; when we proceed to Excefles of any 
kind i when we let our Paffions and Appetites 
<iire# ti£: Every things in this way, tends to 
haften our Diflolution; and, therefore, muft 
be ofi&inal, as oppofing that Continuance here, 
which our very compofition fhews our Maker 
to have defignd us* 

Bat that our Frame fhould be barely up- 
held, ^cannot be all we are to do for it $ wd 
miift preferve it in its moft perfect ftate — in a 
State, in which its feveral Powers can be beft 
exerted -f. 

To take this care about it, is evidently re- 
quir'd of us. Any Unfitnefs for the functions 

* Formato homine, qualis eft, eo ipfo quod talis na- 
turae & conditionis fadus fit, conftat etiam Dcurrt voluifley 
ut fobrius — & caftus eflet Sunt hae & hujufmodi leges na- 
turae immutabiles. King de Orig. Mali, 1 25. 

t Ita finis bonorum exfiftit, fecund urn naturam vivere^ 
fic affe£tum, ut optime aifici poflit, ad naturamque accom- 
modatiffimfc. 

Quoniam autem fua cujufque animantte natura eft, ne- 
ceffe eft quoque finem omnium hunc efle, ut natura exple- 
atur. Et moxy Non dubito dicere, omnem naturam effe 
confervatricem fui, idque habere propofitum quafi finem, 
& extremum, fe ut cuftodiat quam in optima fui generic 
ftatu. Tull. <k Fin. I 5. 

C i of 
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of life is a partial Death. I don't fee of what 
we can well be more certain, than that all the 
Health and Strength, of which our Confuta- 
tion admits, were intended us in it ; and they 
muft, 4 therefore, be as becoming our Concern 
as it is, to hinder the ruin of our Conftitu- 
tion : .We know not how fufficiently to la- 
ment -the Lofs of them, even from the Advan- 
tage of which they are to us in themfelves, 
not only from their preventing the uneafinefs, 
the pains, and the numerous inconveniences, 
with which the Sickly and Infirm hjive to 
ftruggle; but likewife from the Satisfaction 
they give us in our being— from what we feel, 
when our Blood flows regularly, our Nerves 
have their due Tone, and our Vigour is en- 
tire. 

Yet thefe are but the leaft of the Benefits, 
we have from them. 

We * confift of two Parts, of two very dif- 
ferent Parts; the one inert, paflive, utterly in- 
capable of diredting itfelf, barely minifterial to 
the other, moved, animated by it When 

* Perfpicuum eft, hominem e corporc, animoque con- 
ftare, dim prima? fintanimi partes, fecundas corporis. Dc- 
inde id quoque videmus, & ita figuratum corpus, ut excel- 
lat aliis, animumquc ita conftitutum, ut & fenfibus inftru- 
v £tus fit, & habeat praeftanttam mentis, cui tota hominis na- 
ture pareat.' De FinA. 5. 
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our Body has its full health and ftrength, the 
Mind is fo far affifted thereby, that it cart 
bear a clofer and longer Application ; our Ap- 
prehenfion is readier, our Imagination is live- 
lier; we can better enlarge our compafs of 
Thought, we can examine our Perceptions 
more ftri&ly, and compare them more exact- 
ly ; by which Means we are enabled to form a 
truer Judgment of things — to remove more 
effectually the Miftakes, into which we may 
have been led by a wrong Education, byPaf- 
fion, Inattention, Cuftom, Example — -to have 
a clearer view of what is beft for us, of what 
is moft for our Intereft; and thence with 
greater readinefs determine ourfelvcs to its pur- 
fuit, and perfift therein with greater Resolu- 
tion and Steadinefs. 

The Body, in a found ftate, can be thus 
ferviceable to the Mind ; and when made fo, 
may in its turn be as much profited by it: 
The Poet's Obfervation is no lefs true of them, 
than it is of Nature and Art, each wants, 
each helps the other \ 

* " Mutually they need each other's aid." 

Rofcom. 

.* Alterius fie 

Altera pofcit opem res, & conjurat amice. 

2*r. it Art, Poet. ' 

C 3 The 
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, Th e -f Mind, when not reftraijVd by any 
thing deficient in its companion, and having 
from it all the afliftance it fa adapted to afford, 
pan with much greater facility prevent that 
Pifcon^pofUre and Trouble, by which our 
bodily M$altb was ever injur'd j and pydferve in 
ps that Quiet and Peace, by Ivhich k \% always 
promoted.- . Hence we are to conclude, Tljat 
we fhould forbear, not only what nfeceflarily 
brings, orLDifcafe and Decay, but whatever 
c<>ntrtbutes to enfeeble and enervate us ; not 
only wfoat has a direft tendency to haften our 
End, but likewife what feffens our A&ivity, 
itfhat abates our Vigour and Spirit.-^That 
we fhould alfo avoid whatever is, in any wife, 
prejudicial to. a due Confideration of things, 
and a right Judgment of them ; whatever can 
hinder the Underftanding from properly in- 
fonming itfelf^ and the Will from a ready com- 
pliance with its Direftions. We muft he in- 
tent on fueh a Ddfcipline of ourfelyes, as will 
procure us. the fiilleft ufe of our Frame, as will 
papacitate us to receive from it the whole of 
the Advantage it is qapable of yielding us ; fcf 

t Ilia perfefta atque plena (fententia) eorum, qui cum 
de homins fummo bono quaererent, nullam in eo neque 
animi, neque corporis.partem vacuaxn tutcla reliquerunt. 
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exe*cifij)g the Members of our Body, confut- 
ing its conveniences, fupplying its Wants, that 
it may be the leaft bur&nfome to us-^That 
none of its Motions npay, through any fault 
of purs, be obftru&ed, none of its Parts inr 
jured-~That it may be kept in as unknpair'd, 
as athletic a ftate, as our Endeavours can pro- 
cure, fwd all it* Functions perform'd with the 
utmoft exadtnefs and readinefs ; fo guarding, 
likewife, againft the imprefiions of Senfe, and 
Delufivenefs of Fancy, fo composing our 
Minds, purifying them, divefting them of all 
corrupt Prejudices, that they may be in a 
difpofition equally favourable to themfelves* 
and to om? Bodies* That they may not 
be belayed info owftflkes, dangerous to the 
Welfare of either t— -That they miy be iti a 
condition to difceqi what is becoming us, what 
is ftfteft for us ; defirous of difcovering it, and 
prepared to be influenced by it. 

We are thus to feek our mod perfetf: State, 
fuch as allows us the freeft ufe of our feveral 
Powers, a full Liberty for the due Application 
of them. And the Ability thus to apply them, 
muft be in order to our doing it, to our re- 

* Quicquid animum erexit, etiam corpori prodeft. Sen, 

C 4 receiving 
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driving from them whatever Service they can 
efTed*, 

•f As what is corporeal in us is of leaft Ex- 
cellence and Value, our Care, in general, about 
it fhould bear a proportion to the little Worth 

it has in itfelf 1| fliould chiefly regard the 

reference it has to our Underftanding, the aflift- 
Wice that it may afford pur intellectual Fa- 
pplties, 

Merely to preferve our being — to poffefs 
our Members intirc — to have our Senfes per- 
ffedt — to be free from Pain— -^to enjoy Health, 
Strength, Beauty, are butTery low aims for hu- 
man Creatures. The moft perfedt ftate of ani- 
mal Life can never becomingly engrofs the 
Concern of a rational Nature : fitted for much 
nobler and worthier Attainments, we are, by 
that Fitnefs for them, calPd to purfue them %. 

Ask 

•\ Sic gereie nos debemijs, non fanquam propter corpus 
vivere debeamus, fed tanquam non poffimus fine corpore. 
Sen. Ep. 14. 

U Stultitia, confenfu omnium philofophorum, majus eft 
malum, quam fi omnia mala & fortunae, & corporis ex al- 
tera parte ponantur. Tul. de nat. Deorum, 1. 3. 

Vir magnus & prudens animum diducit a corpore, & 
multum cum meliore & divina parte verfatur : cum hac 
querula & fragili, quantum neceffe eft. Sen. Ep. 78. 

%'3\ (Ariftippus & Cyrenaici) non viderunt, ut ad curt 
Aim, equum; ad arandum, bpycm; ad indagandum, ca- 
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Ask thofe of either Sex, who rate higheft the 
recommendation of Features, Complexion, and 
Shape ■ who are moft intent on adorning 

their Perfons who ftudy moft the accom- 

pli(hments of an outward Appearance ; aflc 
them, I fay, which they think their chief En- 
dowment, and what it is that does them the 
higheft Honour? You will find them, with one 
confent, pronouncing it to be their Reafon. 
With all their Folly, they will not defend it a* 
fuch: with their little Senfe, they will prefer 
that little to their every other fancied Perfedlion. 
The fineft Woman in the World would rather 
make Deformity her choice, than Idiocy- 
would rather have Uglinefs, than Incapacity, 
her reproach *. 

Thus, likcwife, whom do we perceive fo 

nem; lie hominem ad duas res, ut ait Ariftoteles, intelU* 
gpndum, & agendum efle natum. De Fht. 1. 2. 

Quibus expofitis, facilis eft conjedura, ea maxime efle 
expetenda ex noftris, quae plurimum habent dignitatis : ut 
optimae cujufque partis, quae per fe expetatur, virtus fit ex- 
petenda maxime. Ita fiet, ut animi virtus, corporis vir- 
tuti anteponatur, &c. De Fin. 1. 5. 

Animi cultus, quafi humanitatis cibus. Ib. 

Sicut aves ad volatum, equi ad curfum, ad faevitiam ferae 
gignuntur; ita nobis propria eft mentis agitatfo atque fo- 
lcitia. Shtinft. de Injl. Orat. 

* Stulti fine dubio miferrimi, maxime quod fluid funt: 

miferius enim ftultitid quid poflumus dicere? De nat, 
Deor. Li. 

fond 
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fond of Life, fb defirous of reaching its leagoft 
Term, that he would be willing to fqrvivehis 
Underftanding ; that he would chufe to live, 
after he ceas'd to reafon ? the Health and 
Eafe, the Vigour and Chearfulnefs, that are 
often the Lunatic's Portion, would not induce 
ths moil infirm,fickly , and complaining among 
us, to wilh himfelf ip his ftead i to wifh an 
exchange of his own diftemper'd Body, for the 
Other's diforderd Mind. 

Nor does tfye mind only claim our chief 
Regard, as it is thusuniverfajly acknowledge, 
and as it really is, the principal, the moft ex-* 
cellent, the prefiding Partpf qs$ but as our 
Wellrbeing is necefiarily cojinc&ed with giv- 
ing it this Preference *, with bellowing the 
moftof our Care and Pains upon it. 

What is beft for the Body, what is beft 
for the whole Man, can only be difcover'd and 
provided for, by our rational Faculties — by 
diem affiduoufly cultivated, diligently exerted, 
and then ftrengtjben'd and enlarg'd. 

Our Well-being wholly depends upon the 
fufficient Information of our Underftanding-f, 

upon 

* Quae pars optima eft in homine, in ea fitum efle ne- 
cefle eft illud, quod quaeris optimum. Tufc. ^uaft. 1. 5, 

f Dgnocritus, luminibus amiffis, a]ba fcilicet, & atra 
difcerncre non poterat : at vero bona, mala 5 sequa, ini- 

qua 



upon the Light ia which we fee Things, upo* 
the Knowledge, we have, how for they cfun 
profit or hurt ua, how the Benefit they can b^ 
^f to us may be deriv'd from them, and ho^ 
the hurt they can do us may be $fcap x d *. 

If I think that to be good, or that to bo evil, 
which is not fuehrer if I know not that 
to. be good, , or that to be evil, which is 
really fuch—*—or if i think there is more or 
lefs Good, or more or Ids Evil in any things 
than there really is~—^or if what, by a pro- 
per application, might be made of very great 
Advantage to me, I am ignorant bow to make 
of any, or of as much as it would yield me — 
or if I am ignorant how to render that very litde, 
er not at all, hurtful to me, which might have 

qua 5 honefta, turpta ; utilia, ioutiia ; magna, parva pe~ 
terat : & fine varietate colorum licebat vitere beate j fine 
notione rerum non licebat. Tuft % I. 5. 

Jntrandum eft in rerum naturam, & penfcus, quid ea 
poftulet, pervidendum. Alitor eninxnofmet ipfos nolle 
non poffumus. De Fin. 1. 5. 

Non qui Sidonio contendere cajlidqs oftro 
Nefcit Aquinatem potantia vellera fucum, 
Certius accipiet damnum, propiufve medullis, 
Quam qui non potent vero diftinguere falfum. 

Hor. EpA.'u xck 

P 'Oi 7ti{ ivr£h futvot&s a(jLi\Sif}u f A3A«^cW4 *<p£( ivrit 
ay* Toure yqoveiP apartf, j£ to3 irf&HetP friKTM QKtyvfMV* 
Ifpc. Orat. de permut. . .. 

to 
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its Evil cither greatly leffened ||, or wholly 
avoided : in all thefe Inftanccs, I muft, of nc- 
ceffity, be a Sufferer; my Ignorance muft 
abate much of the fatisfa&ion of my Life, 
and heighten its uneafinefs. 

' No one is prejudiced by his not defiring what 
he conceives to be good, by his Difinclination 
towards it, by his Unwillingnefs to embrace it. 
So far is this from being our Cafe, that we 
are always purfuing it. The fource of all our 
Motions, the defign of all our Endeavours is 
to better ourfelves, to remove from us that, 
which is really, or comparatively evil. 
• What alone hurts us is our Mifapprehen- 
fion of Good J, our miftakes about, our Ig- 
norance of, it. Let us fully underftand it — - 
have juft conceptions of it, we then (hall never 
deferve the blame of its being lefs earneftly 
fought after, and therefore unattain'd by us. 
The excefs of our Earneftnefs after it, is, in- 
deed, ufually the occafion of miffing it. Our . 
Solicitude, our Eagernefs and Impatience are 
here fo great, that they won't allow us time 

|| Midta incommoda in vita fapientes commodorum 
compenfatione leniunt, ftulti nec vitare venientia poflimt, 
ncc fcrrc prsefcntia. De nat. Deor. 1. 1. 

% Qui non natura, fed culpa vitiofi effe dlcuntur, eorum 
vitia conftat e falfis opinionibus* rerum bonarum, ac ma- 
larum. Tufc. $>u*Jl. 1. 4. 

to 
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to examine appearances to diftinguifti be- 
tween them and realities — to weigh what 
is future againft what is prefent — -to delibe- 
rate whether we do not forego a much greater 
advantage hereafter, by doling with that 
which immediately offers ; or (hall not have it 
abundantly overbalanced, by its mifchievous 
confequences. 

We Want net to be put on the purfuit of 
happinefs, but we want very much to have 
that purfuit rightly directed : and as this muft 
be done, by the improvement of our rational 
powers ; we can be interefted in nothing more 
than in improving them — than in fuch an ap- 
plication of them, as will contribute moft to 
perfect them. 

We are fo plac'd, that there are very few of 
the obje&s furrounding us, which may not be 
ferviceable or hurtful to us , nor is that fer- 
vice to be obtain d, or detriment avoided, 
otherwife than by our acquaintance with/A*/??, 
and with ourfelves: the more exadt our know- 
ledge of this kind is, the more we leffen the 
calamities, and add to the comforts of life * : 
and it certainly muft be as much the intention 

of 

* Omnium rerum natura cognitd, levamur fuperftitione* 
liberamur mortis metu, non conturbamur ignoratiooc uf- 
< * rum, 
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of oar Creator, that wc fhould attain the ut~ 
mjt good, which wc arc cajteble of procuring 
ourfelres; as that wc (hould attain wq % for 
which he has qualified us. 

Nor i« the benefit arifing to g&fronji an efr- 
larg'd underffcanding rendered Jfefc certain, by 
die uneafinefs, that we find to be the fhare of 
the ftudious, the contemplative* and learned 
—of them, whofe intelle&ual attainments we 
chiefly admire. 

The Philofopher's obfervation to his friend 
on Atoks, that it fignifies nothing * how many y 
but what he had, is applicable to the Know- 
ledge they communicate : What it is, and not 
how various, is the thing that concerns us. 
It may extend to a prodigious number of par- 
ticulars of no moment, or of very little ; 

rum, e qua ipfa horribiles exftftunt faepe formidines. De 

Nemo reperitur, qui fit ftudio nihil confecutus. %uinft. 
ie In/Ht. Or at. 
* Nori refert quam mttltos, fed quam bones habeas. 

f Unum ftudium vere liberale eft, quod liberum facit. 
Hoc fapientize ftudium eft, fublime, forte, magnanimum : 
caetera pufiHa & puerilia font. — — Pius fcire velle quim 
fit fatis, intemperantiae genus eft. Quid, quod ifta libera- 
Hum artium confedatio moleftos, vfcrbofos, intempeftivos, 
c fibi pltcentes facit, & kko non difcentes neceflaria, quia fu- 
fervaaiajdidicerunt? Sen. Ep. 1. 88. 

and 
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and that extent of it gain us afl the extrava- 
gance of applaiife, tho' we have the ignorance 
of the vulgar, where it muft be of the worft 
consequence. 

Crowding our memory is no more im- 
proving our underftanding, than filling our 
coffers with pebbles is enriching ourfelves |j : 
and what has commonly the name of Learn- 
ing, what ufoally denominates us wry karned, 
is, really, no more than our memory heavily 
and ufelefly burthen d. 

How high is the defert, in the more eaftern 
.parts, of him, who can but read and write the 
language of his country % ? A life, fpent in the 
ftudy of it alone, (hall be there judg'd an ex- 
ercife of Reafon moft worthy of applaufe. 
And are we in thefe fo enlightened regions, in 
this fchool of Science, as we are apt to fancy 
it, at all more juft to rational improvements? 

|| There is nothing almoft his done more harm to men 
dedicated to letters, than giving the name of ftudy to 
Reading, and making a man of great Reading to be the 
fame with a man of great Knowledge. Locke of the Conr 
duEiof tbe XJnderJianding. 

De illis nemo dubitabit, quin operofe nihil agant, qui 
in literarum inutilium ftudiis detinentur : quae jam apud 
Romarios quoque magna manus eft. Sen. 

% Jofephus Acofta narrat— omnem Sinarum eradi- 
tionem revera in legendo & fcribendo confifterci. Sfizth 
dc relit. Sin. , 

We 
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Wc have, indeed, no encomiums for him, who 
is not at a lofs about the meaning of any word, 
that his native tongue furnifhes ; but he, who 
is well fkill'd in two or three antient ones, 
will have the higheft applaufe for that {kill, 
and be confidered among them, who are di- 
ftinguifli'd by a right application of their ca- 
pacities *. In this number, we, likewife, ge- 
nerally agree to place fuch, as have pafs'd years 
in only qualifying themfelves either to cavil 
and difpute -f, or to difguife their ignorance 
on any fubjedt, or tp colour ftrongly, and com- 
mand the paflions of their hearers ||. We are 
equally favourable to them, who bufy their 
minds on difcoveries,that have no foundation J, 

but 

* Linguae funt duntaxat vehicula fcientise. Bacon it 
Augm. Set. 

f Dicunt veri inveniendi causa contra omnia dici opor- 
tere, & pro omnibus. Volo videre quid invenerint. Acad. 
%u*Ji.\.±. 

Negat Cicero, fi duplicetur fibi aetas, habiturum fe tem- 
pus quo legat Lyricos, eodem modo Diale&icos. Triftius 

inepti funt. Nihil minus convenit, quam fubdola ifta 

calliditas, animis conantibus magna. Sen. Ep. 49. 

H M. Antonius, among other things, which he confiders 
as ordered by Providence in his favour, mentions this, 

iusfuisA. I. 

X Si quis ad intuendum ea, quae magis coriofa habentur 
quim (ana, animum fubmiferit, & Alchymiftarum aut 

Mago- 
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but in fancy and credulity or whofe whole 

endeavour it has been to learn what this or that 
Man has dctermind on a point, wherein he 
was as ill qualified, as themfelves, to make a 
right determination *, — or who amufe them- 
felves with -f - Theories, with trifling and vain 
fpeculations. 

Let a juft allowance be made for thefe, and 
fuch like perfons, who owe their reputation for 
learning to the prevailing miftakes about /V, 
and who have really hurt their understandings, 
by what is thus falfly efteem'd improving 

Magorum opera penitus introfpexerit, is dubitabit forfitan, 
utrum rifti, an lachrymis potius ilia digna fint. Verulami 
Nov. Org. 

* In moribus & inftitutis Scholarum, Academiarum, Cul- 
kgiorum, &fimilium conventuum, quae do&orum homi- 
num fedibus, & eruditionis culturae deftinata funt, omnia 
progrefiui Scientiarum adverfa inveniuntur. Leflipnes 
enim &Exercitia ita funt difpofita, ut aliud a confuetis baud 
facile cuiquam in menCem veniat cogitare, aut contem- 
plari. Nov. Org. 

t Alius error fluit ex nimia reverentia, & quad adoratione 
intelle&us humani : unde homines abduxere fe a contem- 
platione naturae, atque ab experientia, in propriis medita- 
tionibus & ingenii commentis fufque deque yolutantes. Di 
Augm. Scient. 1. I. 

'Ojfi ydf trifi t?$ t£v wdflep'fvo'Saf aTSp rZv £\hvv ol 

<ttX&9Ql flthVyiTQ, (TKOVtoV QTTM 0 X.A\ifJiiV^ V7T0 TtoV <?0<pl?VV 

ifl-fcAiiJU'w. Xen. defaB, far dia. Socratis, fcfr. 1. i. 

D them; 
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them || ; we then (hall have proceeded a. gr&t 
way in removing the objedtiofi to the jjttrfuil? 
of knowledge, draWh frorii the little ffirvfee'it 
is of to fuch, whbfe attaihriierits in it: wfe con- 
cur in acknowledging and admiring. 

Whei* bur intelledtual purfttitfc ati ufeful, 
they are often limited to what is of leaft ufe j. 
How few of us are prompted to oitftefearci&es, 
by the confideration of the degr66 Of &Ltt&t 
6f the good, derivable from them? ft ii hfofc 
mour, fancy, or fordid * gain atohfc, tfca't or- 
dinarily gives rife to the very Inquiries', wliidH 

|| Philofophi quanturh habent fupetvaCuf, (juat^tfotirt 

Ufa recedentis t Audi quaflturfi friali feciat nfohirf futifr- 

litas, & quam infefta veritati fit. Protagoras ait, de omni re 
in utramque parted! difputafi pofle, 4x £quo : it de hac ip- 
fa, an oriihis res in tftratfrt}ue partem (h^WabiftYfit Naa> 
fiphahes ait, ex his quae videntur efle, nihil magis efle, 
<Juam non efle. Parnfcnidfes ait, ex lifts qdae videffltar, 
nihil efle in unTverfum. Vid. pi. SM. Mp. 8$. 

% Omnium graviflim'tfS error in deviations afc ulfiiftb 
do&rinarum fine confiftit. Appetunt enim ntffftiAes fciefr- 
'fetitf, alii ex infitat curiofitate, & irrequieta : — ^iii exiftitoa- 
tionis gratld : alii contentiohis ergo, atqtfe ut ?ri diflerendo 
fuperiores fint: plerique propter lucrum & viGtiitn : patticiffl- 
mi, ut dorium rationis divinitus datum in ufus hufflafii ge- 
neris impendant. Bacon de Augment. ScienU 

* Meta fcientiarum vera & legitima, non alia eft, quam 
ut dotetur vita humana novis inventis & copiis. At turba 
longe maxima nihil ex hoc fapit, fed meritoria plane eft & 
pr ofeflbria. Vtrvkmi Nw, Organ. 

S are 
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Are of advantage to the wQiidj they feldom 
ar$ made from a regard to their proper worth, 
Jfropri the influence they can have upon ouij 
own or others happinefs. 

That the better our underftanding is in- 
form'd, the better it can diredt us, muft be as 
evident to all, as that we, want to be directed 
by it. . Th$ mind of man is as much aflifted 
by knowledge, as his eye by light. What* 
ever his intelledtual powers may be in them- 
fclves, they are to him accorcjing to his appli- 
cation of them : as the advantage, he receives 
from his light, is according to the ufe hp 
Wakes of it. That ignorance of his Good p 
which he might, but will not, remove, de- 
prives him of it as certainly, as an utter inabi- 
lity to acquaint himfelf with it. \ 

In what is the improvement of our under- 
ftandings, we may, indeed, be miftaken, as.we 
may be in what conftitutes our true happi- 
nefs ; but in each cafe we muft be wilfully fo, 
we muft be fo by refufing to attend, to cortfiden 

Could we by inftinft difcover our own 
good, as the brute diftinguifhes its good, all 
concern on our part, to increafe our difcern- 
ment, might be needlefs ; but the endeavour 
after this muft be in the higheft degree ne- 
ceffary, when the more clearly we difcern 
P 2 things 
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things, the more we are benefited, and the 
lefs hurt by them. Where is the Man, who is 
not made happier by inquiries, that are rightly 
diredted, and when he can fay with the Poet-}- 

. the fearch of Truth, 

And moral decency hath filN my breaji ; 
Hath every thoitght and faculty pojjejl ? 
Of knowledge, as diftindt from true Wif- 
dom, it may not be unjuftly obferv'd, that 
the increafe of it is only the increafe of for- 
row || ; but of that knowledge, the purfuit of 
which expreflbs our wifdom J, we may con- 
fidently aflert, that our fatisfa&ion muft ad- 
vance with it. All will admit it a proof of 
wifdom, to judge rightly of what is moft for 
our intereft *, and take fuch meafures, as fuit 

f Quid verum atque decens, euro, & rogo, & omnia 
in hoc fum. Hor. Ep. 1. i. 1. 

1 Certum eft, nullam animi anxietatem, aut perturba- 
tionem, oriri e fcientia, nili tantum per accidens. Omnis 
enim fcientia, & admiratio, quae eft femen fcientiae, per fe 
jucunda eft : cum autem conclufiones inde deducuntur, 
<juae oblique rebus noftris applicatae, vel infirmos metus gig- 
nunt, vel immodicas cupiditates, turn demum nafcitur cm- 
ciatus, & pertarbatio mentis. Bac. de Augm. Sclent, 

% Neminem invenies, qui non putet & fapientiam bo- 
num, & fapere. Sen. Ep. 117. 

Socrates hanc fummam dixit efle fapientiam, bona ma- 
laque diftinguere. Sen. Ep. 7 1 . 

iMyt £ tv p'ovov ayaftov uvctt 9 rtiv iTrirliyuMr *} 
iv prtov KAKh , Tif duoS'iM. JDiog. Laert. 1. 2. 

it: 
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it : and as we are qualified for this by our 
knowledge, by the knowledge of our own 
nature, and of the properties of the things 
without us, fo far as they can contribute to our 
better or worfe ftate «f ; in the degree we are 
thus knowing, we can only be wife, determine 
rightly of what is beft, and ufe the fitteft means 
to procure it. Attainments, that ferve not to 
this purpofe, may be flighted ; but for fuch as 
are requifite to it, if they principally deferve 
not our concern^ I fee not what can have any 
title to it || . It is the end of fcience or 

t Una re confummatur animus, fcientia bonorum ac 
malorum immutabili. Sen, Ep. 88. . 
' Quid eft bonum ? rerum fcientia. Quid malum eft ? 
rerum imperitia. Hie prudens atque artifex pro tempore 
quaeque repellet aut eliget. Sen. Ep. 31. 

|| Since our Faculties plainly difcover to us the being of 
a God, and the knowledge of ourfelves, enough to lead 
us into a full and clear difcovery of our duty, and great 
concernment - y it will become us, as rational creatures, 
to employ thofe Faculties we have, about what they are 
moft adapted to, and follow the dire&ion of Nature, where 
it feems to point us out the way. For 'tis rational to 
conclude that our Proper Employment lies in thofe en* 
quirks, and in that fort of knowledge, which is moft fuitr. 
ed to our natural capacities, and carries in it our greateft 
iritereft, the condition of our eternal flate. Hence, I 
think I may conclude, That Morality is the proper Sci- 
ence, and Bufinefs of mankind in general. Lock's Ejfaj 
pn Human Under/landing. 

D 3 know,, 
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kndwledge, fays Wilkins, to furriifh our minrfe" 
with due conceptions, concerning the nature 
of things in general^ their differences, relations, 
dependencies, whether in themfelves they are 
either true or falfe, good or £vil ; but to be 
able to give a true judgment of particulars^ 
concerning what may be'moft fit and conve- 
nient, in that great variety of cafes, Which 
we fhall meet with in the pra&icat affairs of 
life, this is properly the work of wifdom and 
prudence. 

* 'We are, indeed, ftar tied at the very terms 
of deliberating, weighing, confidering, com- 
paring y we have affix'd fuch ideas to them, 
as make them appear rather hindering the trUe 
enjoyment of ourfelvfes, than promoting it : but 
if we would not fhare the uneafiriefs, that fo 
many of our fellow-creatures lament, we mufl 
not adopt their prejudices. In every point of 
confequence, we ufe more or lefs confideration ; 
and in all the pleafures that allure *, in all the 
trifles that amufe us, we are ftill making com- 
parifons, preferring one to the other, pro- 
pouncing this lefs, and that more, worthy of 
pur choice. Tho' none, if the Philofopher 

* Quae libido, quae avaritia, quod facinus aut fufcipltur 
fiifi confilio capto, aut fine animi motu, & cogitatione per- 
ftcitur ? D? naU Peqr. 1. 3. 

piay 
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xx&$$t j^liev'd, 4diberate on the whole of 
^,^40 on. jthe parts of it: and if we fail 
XK>tjtq ; #^Rare and reafon upon our /oievren- 
joyfl5M?pt?, I fee not what tfyere can be forbid- 
4i.i>gAa the ajdvige to attend jferioufly, to exa- 
rpiflc } £wly 7 and. to-day. our choice, till we 
hayejgain'd the wftrudtipn requifite to deter- 
mine it, when,jfoe .ciyed: thereof is what can 
|ie tyoft jjbr .otur. ^afe an f d fatisfadtion. 

JB-ijt. it is not, perhaps, all exercife of our 
reaffln, in a way fo . well defer ving it, that 
4i%ufts -Us ' y it is the degree of application re- 
quired from us, that we relifli not. 

1. We know not how to be reconcil'd to fo 
much trouble about enlarging our difcernment, 
and rejining our judgment. 

.2. We4o not fee how fuch a tafk can fuit 
them, whofe whole provifion for the day is 
from the labour of it. 

3. We find no fmall part of mankind fo 
quite eafy under their ignorance and miftakes, 
that they will npt advance a ftep to remove 
them : and what greater recommendation can 
there be of any fituation, than that they, who 
are in it, are entirely fatisfied with it ? 

1. The pains that we are to take in order 
to an advantage, that muft infinitely overba- 
lance them, we can have no excufe for omit- 
D 4 ting} 
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ting ; and we are call'd to no pains for the im- 
provement of our reafon, but fuch, as cannot 
be declin d without leffening our happinefs— 
without incurring fome evil we ihould other- 
wife have efcap'd, or wanting fome good wc 
fhould otherwife have obtain'd : whatever 
has its negledt attended with thefe confe- 
quences, mull be expected from us *. ■ ' 

a. That they are to feek knowledge, who 
are to get their bread, might feem a harfh 
leflbn; if the endeavour' to inform, hindered 
that to maintain, themfelves ; if the knowledge 
they were to feek was any other, but of what 
is bejl for them^ of what can give them all the 

* How men, whofe plentiful fortunes allow them lei- 
fure to Improve their Underftandings, can fatisfy them- 
felves with a lazy ignorance, I cannot tell : but methinks 
they have a low opinion of their fouls, who lay out all 
their income in provifion for the body, and employ none 
of it to procure the means and helps of knowledge ; who 
take great care to appear always in a neat and fplendid 

v outfide, and would think themfelves miferable in coarfe 
clothes, or a patched coat, and yet contentedly fuffer their 
minds to appear abroad in a pie-bald livery of coarfe patches, 
and borrowed flireds, fuch as it has pleafed Chance, or 
their Country Taylor (I mean the common opinion of 
thofe they have converfed with) to cloath them in. I will 
not here mention how unreafonable this is for men that 

"ever think of a future ftate, and their concernment in it, 
which no rational man can avoid to do fometimes. Locke's 

jyfay on Human Vnderjlanding^ B. iv. Ch, 20. 

happi- 
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happinefs, that creatures fo conftituted can re- 
ceive. For this every one muft have leifure ; 
* it fhould be judg d our chief buiinefs $ h 
directs us to that very employment, from which 
We have our fupport — — - is carried on with 
it aflifts us in it gives it every confe- 
deration, that can make it eafy and fatisfadtory 
to us. The Peafant or Mechanic is not ad- 
vis'd to fpend fewer hours at labour, that he 
may have more for ftudy, for reading and 

contemplating to .leave his fpade or his 

tools, for a pen or a book. No, the advice 
to him is, Obferve whatpafles, and what good 
or hurt accompanies or follows it. 

* Are the greateft part of mankind* by the necejjhy of 
their conditition, fubje&ed to unavoidable ignorance in 
thofe things which are of greateft importance to them? 
Have the bulk of mankind no other guide but accident and 
blind chance, to conduct them totheirhappinefeor mifery? 
— God has furnifhed men with Faculties fufficient to direft 
them in the way they fhould take, if they will but ferioufly 
employ them that way, when their ordinary vocations al- 
low them the leifure. No man is fo wholly taken up with 
the attendance on the means of living, as to have no fpare 
time to think at all of his foul, and inform himfelf in mat- 
ters of Religion. Were men as intent on this, as they are 
on things of lower concernment, there are none fo enflaved 
to the neceflities of life, who might not find many vacan- 
cies that might be hufbanded to this advantage of their 
knowledge, Lockis EJfay on Human Under/landing. 

Remark 
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/.Remark what it is, : that pleafes you ,4>a}y 
for a few moments ; arid t&en either brjijags 
knmcdiaie uneafinefs, or lays <a fqujidatipn fpr 
feme future. 

: : . :Yo«J:find: feyeral things of fcrvice $p ycflij 
cib&rve which is of mofWwhich has ib?t 
pf inconvenience . attending :it* or ^very; .littk) in 
comparifon of its .advantage; :mdif there 
©one -Af them - without fome injcQiivenipEiQes^ 
whicjiihas thcfeweft— whiohiioes ypu go$4 
an! aibigher degree, , or for. a longer ter#i . 

: You are continually with tfopfe of .the fame 
jaattare : with . yqunfelf ; « take notice jvh&t is 
ferviceable or prejudicial to them ? you m^y 
learn from their experience, what your own 
Iteaches you not. Every day. will furniih fome? 
other occurrence, that may be a profitable lef- 
; fpji to you V make it fuch ; overlook nothing, 
lhataffedts your, well-being ; attend chiefly tp 
what concerns it. 

"Go over frequently, in your thoughts, the 
Observations yqu, have made on what will 
more or lefs benefit; you ; let tfr<?m be fo deep- 
, ly imprifited upon your mind, make them fo 
.familiar to yourfelf, that the offer of a lefs 
_good may sever furprife and .betray you into 
ithc^egled^and^ by that means, the lofs of a 
greater. 

- * You 
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Y<toareat J alltimes at liberty to confider 
your own nature : be acquainted with it; iee 
what you can do for yourfeif— what (hare of 
your happinefs has no jdependanee on thd 
things without you— ti4iat ; Meffings may be 
fettir'd to you, by your own djfpofitions. 

' Voir neceflkrily fliun evil : don't miftafed 
it ; be fure of what is fo$ be appris'd of the 
dfegfees of it ; W&roughly SnftrAdted in thtefe, 
that a defire to'efcape what you eould^aftfy 
bear, may never oocafion youa Diftr>efs,*whreh 
you would pronotrnte mfapportaWe. * Endea- 
vour to inform yourfeif, what evil you Cannot 
too induftrioully avoid — * what you fhould 
readily fubmit to-^ — what y©u may- chaise 
into good. 

He, to whofe lituation terms like thfefe 
would be unstable, rouft have Reafon to feek, 
-as well as a Liveiyboed. Our natural trader* 
ftanding fits all of u$ for a talk like this ; ntor 
pan it be inconfrftent with any thehardeft La^ 
bour, to which our fupport wiH oblige us. 

The whole of this fofevere aLefTon is this 
brief one : Do your beft for yourfeif 5 be as 
happy, as the right ufe of the abilities, which 
<3od has given you, can make you. 

3. As for the unconcernednefs of fo great 
ft part of our fpecies, at their ignorance and er- 
ror* 



t 
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rors * — r. the entire fatisfadtiori they exprefs, 
under them : with regard to this, let it be 
'confider d> that. we are no more to judge of 
good, from the pra&ice of Numbers, than of 
truth, from their opinions. 
They throughly enjoy themfelves, you fay, 
Avith their little knowledge, and many mis- 
takes. * 

And are any of us, in our younger years 
tetter pleas'd,. than when ive are fuffer'd tp 

fport away our time to pafs it without the 

leaft control and inftrudtion? But becaufe 

f * An tibicines, iique qui^dibus uturitur, fuo, non mul- 
titudinis arbitrio, cantus, numcrofque moderantur: vir 
fa'piens, multo arte majore praeditus, non quid venffimum 
fit, fed quid velit vulgus, exquiret ? An quidquam ftultius^ 
,quam, quos fingulos, ficut operarios- barbarofque contem- 
nas,.eos aliquid putare efle univerfos ? Tufc. £>u#ft. 1. 5. 
<• Nihil magis praeftandum eft, quam ne pecorum ritu 
•fcquamur antecederitit*m gregem, pergentes non qua eun- 
<lum eft, fed qua iter. Atqui nulla re$ nos majoribus ma- 
ils implicat ; quam quod ad rumorem componimur, opti- 
ma rati ea quae'magno affenfu recepta funt, quorumque 
exempla multa funt : net ad rati on em, fed ad fimilitudinem 
Vivimus. Inde ifta tan£a coacervatio aliorum fupra alios 

.ruentiurn Argumenti peftimi turba eft. Quaeramuc 

quid optime fa&um fit, non quid ufitatiffimum : & quid 
"rios in pofleffione felicltatts aterna conftituat, non quid 
vulgo, veritatis peflimo interpreti, probatum fit. Vulgum 
jautem tarn Cbhamydatos quam coronam voco. Sen. de Vit. 
heat. 

we 
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we are thus pleas'd, 1 are we rightly fo ? Could 
worfe befal us, than to he permitted to con- 
tinue thus agreeably unreftrain'd and unin-: 
ftrudted f ? 

The man in a lethargy defires you would 
lethimdofe on: he apprehends no danger, 
when you fee the greateft: you grieve and vex 
him, when you attempt to cure him. 

Does any one, who has more fenfe than the 
bulk of his fellow-creatures, wrfli for their 
dullnefs, that he might fhare their diverliohs 
- — wifh for their thoughtleflhefs, that he 
might join in their mirth ? 

Could the negleSt of our rational faculties 
be accompany'd, thrbughout our continuance 
in being, with the fatisfadtion at prefent ex- 
prefs*d by fo many under */, this, indeed, might 
be fomething in its favour; but this is by no 
means the cafe. He, who gave us thefe fa- 
culties, and the ability to improve them, 
muft intend, that we fhould improve them : 
by fruftrating His intention, we incur His dif- 
pleafure; if we incur it, we may juftly ex- 
pedt, fooner or later, to feel the effedts 
thereof. 



* In lis morbis, quibus afficiuntur animi ; quo quis pe- 
jus fc habet^ minus fentit. Stn* 5 3. 

Nor 
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Nor is it to be thought, that the negleft o£ 
our reafon is, from the good we hereby fore-i 
go, its own fufficient punifhment, and there-? 
fore not likely to expofe us to any other. Th$ 
cxtenfive mifchief, occafion'd by this negledt, 
forbids us to think thus— It is very far from 
terminating in ourfelves, from making us the 
only fufferers. * Were it fo confin'd, fome 
pretence there might be, for confidering our 
mere crime as our ample punifhment. But 
fuch it cannot appear, when it does infinite 
hurt to others-r-^-to our neighbourhood- — to 
our friends — to our family— to the whole 
community, of which we are members. 

What is enough for myfelf, what I cai^ 
^ without, fhould be the leaft of my con- 
cern. My Duty is to refledt, what I can do 
for others $ how I may make myfelf of greateft 
ufc. We ftand all largely indebted to our 
fellow-creatures s and, owing them fo much, 
if we negledt to qualify ourfelves for ferving 
them, we greatly injure them. But as this m 
not the place for purfuing thefe reflections, I 
will now only remark, of what deplorable con- 
fcquence it is to our Children, (whofe title to 
our endeavours for their benefit all acknow- 
ledge) that the culture of our minds is fo little 

* Nemo fibi tantum errat. Stn. dt Vk. UaU 

our 
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birr ei^-~that we flight the rational improve* 
rtfcftts, Vritfo<a! capacity for which our Creator 
Has fo gracteufly favoured us * 

Unapprehensive of the mifchief our Off* 
faring muft neceffarily receive from our fleth, 
tfor iritempfefance, arid other criminal gratifi- 
cations, we impair their frame before it is yet 
cortipleatfed $ we entail ow then* riiifery, before 
\Vd gftc therti life. 

•f Th£ir reafofi feems to be watched in its 
appearance, only that it may be' applied to- ft* 
its fpcedidr corruption. Every thing they arc 

* Qgi fe dcteriorem ferity notf fibi tantumfttodaittcttt, 
f6d etiam omnibus eis, quibus mdior fa&us prodefle pot«r 
iflct. Stn. de Pit. best. 

•f Simul at<Jue editi in lucefti, & fufcepti fumus, in omjii 
cotttiftuo pfcavMatc, & in fumrfia opiftiohurti perverfitate 
yerfftntfe : ut pane cum la&e nutricis errorem faxiffe vidt- 
amur. turn verd parentibus redditi, demum magiftris tn>- 
diti fuifHis, turn ita variis imbuimur erroribus, ut vanitdti 
veritaa^(f()|iniorii confirmatac natura ipfa cedat. Tu/. 

Utin&m libcrorum noftrorum mores non ipfi perdeaj- 
Jhus, Infantiam ftatim deliciis folvimus. Ante pac- 
tum eoriHn,%iam os, inftituimus Gaudemus, fi qujd 

licentius dixerinL Verba, ne Alexaridrinis quidefri jMf- 
Aiittehda deliciis, rifu & ofculo excipimus. Nec miruifc ; 
nos docuimus, ex nobis audierunt, nofiras arnicas, n>- 
ftros concubinos vident. Omne convivium obfeoenis cai- 
ticis ftrepit, pudenda di£hi fpe&antur. Fit ex his confitt- 
tu^o, deinde natura. S{u%ntt* 1. i. c. 2. 

It 
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at firft taught to vklue* is what they cannot 
enough defpife ; and all the pains, that (hould 
be taken to keep their minds from vain fears; 
are employed to introduce them. 

The chief of what our memory receives in 
our childhood, i& what our maturer age moft 
wifhes to forget. 

While we are ignorant, how hurtful it is 
to be govern'd by our paflions, our wife di- 
rectors permit them to govern us \ and thereby 
give them a ftrength, which we afterwards 
fruitlefsly lament and oppofe. To fave our 
tears, we are to have our will ; and, for a few 
moments of prefent quiet, be condemn'd to 
years of diftrefs. Imaginary evils we are bid 
to regard as the principal real ones ; and what 
we ftiould moft avoid, we are, by examples 
of greateft weight with us, encourdgd to « 
]>ra£tife. 

It is, indeed, fcarcely to be conceiv& how 
nuch both the bodies and minds ot Cmldren 
faffer from the ill-inform'd underftanmng of 
their Parents ^— what advantages' they lofe 
ly it— what mifcry they feel.:*and "there- 
fcre, as they are the immediate obje&s of our 
-tare— -—as Nature has made them fuch, and 
ill the prejudice they receive from any failure 
}f ours, from any negled oft our part, in qua- 
lifying 
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lifying ourfelves to a$ift thorn in the way we 
ought to do it, is really an injury done them by 
os 3 we cannot think, that if we won't endea* 
rour to have juft notions of things, we are 
fufiicientiy punifh'd by being without them 
*rrr^« w» qan with np probability fuppofe, tfrat, 
if we are content to be lofers ourfelves, it witl 
be fatk&dion enough for- any dnftrefs, that 
our earelefnefa or fupin^nefe is the caufe of tq 
others* even to them, whpfc welfare we ffaquld 
moft OMifoh, 

On what advantage it is to both fexes, that 
the Parent, under whofe guidance they are in 
their tender years, Should not have confined 
her thoughts to the recommendations of ap- 
parel, furniture, equipage— *-~-to the amufe- 
ments in faftrion^to the forms of good breed- 
ingm-rto the low topics of female conversion $ 
we have the moft remarkable inftances in the 
family of Emilia. She has, for many years, 
been the wife of one, whofe rank is the leaft 
part of his merit : made by him the mother 
of a numerous offspring, and having, from his 
important and uninterrupted avocations; their 
education left entirely to her, /til they were 
qualified for 5 more extenfive inftruftion 5 it 
was her ftudy , how fhe might be of the greateft 
ufe to them: they were ever under her eye : 

E her 
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her attention to forming their manners could 
be diverted by none of the pleafures, by none 
of the engagements, that claim fo many of the 
hours of a woman of quality. She did* not 
awe, hutreafon, her children into their duty ; 
they flicw'd themfelves to pra<5tife it, not from 
conftraint, but conviction. When they were 
abfent from her — when they were in com- 
pany, where they might have been as free ay 
they pleafed, I have, with aftonifhment, ob- 
ferved them as much influenced by what their 
wife Mother had advifed, as they could have 
been by any thing fhe would have laid, had 
ihe been then prcfent. In her converfation 
with them, ihe was perpetually, inculcating 
ufeful truths ; fhe talk'd them into more know- 
ledge, by the time that they were fix or feven 
years old, than is ufually attain'd at, perhaps, 
twice that age. 

Let me indulge my imagination, and, by 
its ajd, give a fample of her inftru&ions 5 firft; 
to one of the females, of her family, and then; 
to one of the males. Leonora, her eldeft 
daughter, has, among her many accomplifh- 
ments, great fkili in painting. When her 
Mother and flie flood viewing the piftures, 
that crouded each fide of the room, in which 
they were j Emilia defired to hear, what the 

pupil 
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pupil of fo eminent a mafter had to obfenre 
on the works before them. Leonora began ; 
praifed the bold and animated manner in this 
piece, the foftnefs and delicacy of that. No* 
thing could be more graceful, than the attitude 
of this figure ; the expreffion in that was fo 
happy, the colouring fo beautiful, that one 
might truly fay of it*, To make it alive, fpeech 
alone is wanted ; nor would you think even 
that wanting, were you to truft wholly to your 
eyes. Here fhe admired the fkilful diftribu- 
tion of light and fhade : there the perfpedtive 
was fo wonderfully exadt, that in the great 
number of objedts prefented to the eye it could 
fix on none but what had its proper place, 
and juft dimenfions. How free is that dra- 
pery ! what a variety is there in it 3 yet how 
well adjufted is the whole to the feveral figures 
in the piece ? Does not that group extremely 
pleafe your Ladyfliip ? the difpofition is quite 
fine, the aflbciation of the figures admirable ; 
I know not which you could pitch upon to 
have abfent or alter'd. Leonora purfuing this 
ftrain, Emilia interrupted her : Have we no- 

* Manca il parlar, di vivo altro nan chicdi ; 
Ne manca quefto ancor, s'agli occhi credi* 

Taffb Gierufalem liber at. 

E a thing, 
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thing/ Ghild, but exa&nefs here ? Is evefry 
thing before us quite finifhed and faultlefs ? 
You will be pleas'd, Madam, to refleft ort 
what you have fo often inculcated, That one 
would always chufe to be fparing m cerlfure, : 
and liberal of praife- — That comtnencbrtiort, 
freely bdtow'd on what deferves it, credits 
alike our Temper and our Underftandmg. - 
This I would have yew netrer forget* Bttf 
I am here a learner ; in that light you are how' 
to confider me; and, as your French- mailer 
taught you pronunciation, ndt only by ufing *' 
right, but by ittlitating your wrong one $ mik- 
ing you by that means more fenfible, whete 
the difference lay ; fo, to qualify me for a judge 
in painting, it will riot fuffice to tell me, where 
the arthl has fucceeded, if you obferVe not,' 
Hkewife, where ht has mifcarry'd. 

Leon'ora then proceeded to £hew, where 
the dTrawmg was inaktefit — the attitude un- 
graceful — thfcf coftutne : HI preferv'd -e-*- the 
drdonriihee irregular the contoiirs harfh 

« — the light too ftrong the fliade too 

deep ; extending her remarks, in this way," to 
a great number of pieces in the colledtion. You 
have been thus far, hiterpos'd Emilia, my in- 
ftpu&or \ let me now be yours. Suppofe your 
own portrait here. In the fame manner, that 
5 you 
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you wowld examine it> judge of the original. 
This you ought to do, ifoce it will be done 
by others ; and the more Weraifljes you dif- 
coyer, the fewer you will probably leave for 
liiw to reproach you with. The feults in the 
pi&ure Qiay be Jsnpwn to him, who drew 
it, and yfet be fufFer'd to appear, from his in- 
ability to corredt them ; but when you difqern 
x what is faulty in yourfstf, ; if youqftnnot ^mend, 
you can, often, conceal it. Here yop have 
the advantage of the painter ; in another re*- 
^ped:, ,he has it greatly of you. Not one in & 
thouf^d J&tt jmsjge of the failures , in his per- 
formance; and tfiensfbre, even when tnanyrnxf 
be objected to him, ,he,fhall pafs> in common 
eiteera, for an excellent artift. But let the 
woman be at no pains to remove or hide her 
defeats, which,muft be the cafe when they are 
unattended to by. her, all who converfe with 
herare judgesof djemj when fhepermits them 
ito be feen, they ve fure to be cenfi?red. . 
; You have fufficiently convine'd me, to how 

many things the painter mull attend ~ 

againft what various miftakes he has to guard : 
each of your criticifois on him may be a leifon 
.to yourfe}f j every blemifti or beauty, in any 
part of his works, has fcmething cprrefpondent 
pit inhuman life. 

E £ The 
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TtfE Defign is faulty, not only when the 
end we proppfe to ourfelves is confeffedly cri- 
minal, but when it is low and niean 5 when, 
likewife, we let our time pafs at random, 
without any concern for what reafon and duty 
require j but as caprice, pr humour, orpaflion 
fuggefts. 

• We offend againft Proportion, when we 
arrogate to ourfelves the defert we want, or 
over- rate what^may be allow'd us — when 
we hate not what is really evil j or when our 
affed&ons are plac'd on what is not pur proper 
good. You remember the difle&ion of a fe* 
male heart in the Spectator ; I refer you to it, 
that I may fpare my own reflexions on what 
would furnifh copious matter for no very 
pleafing ones, 

Your. Ladyfhip will pardon me for inteN 
rupting you $ but I can't help thinking, that the 
head and heart of a Beau, or Country 'Squire, 
would furnifh as much folly and corruption, 
as the head and heart of any womstn in the 
Kingdom, 

We (hail never, Child, become better, by 
thinking who are wo; fe than ourfelves. If the 
charge qpqn us be juft, vfc fhould confider 
how to got clejur of it, and not who are liable 
to one equally reproachful. Were I to. bid 
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you wafh your face, would you think yourfelf 
juftify'd in not doing it, becaufe you could 
(hew mc a woman of rank with a dirtier ? But 
to the purpofe. 

that Expreffion, any failure in which yon 
would, as a judge in painting, treat without 
mercy, is, in Morals, violated by whatever is 
out of chara&er. All inconfiftency in prac- 
tice—in profeflion and pradtice ; every thing 
unbecoming your fex — your education — » 
your capacity — - your ftation, deferves the . 
fame cenfure, that the pencil meets with, when 
it errs . in Expreffion. 

Sk i ll in the Diftribution of light and fliade, 
or the clair-obfcure 9 as, I think, the term of 
art is, I fhould apprehend refembled by pru- 
dence 5 which teaches us, tq (hew ourfelves in 

the moft advantageous point of view brings. 

forward and brightens our good qualities, but 
throws back and obfeures our defeats- ■ 
fuffers nothing to diftinguifli itfelf, that will 
be to our difparagement ; nor /hades any thine, 
that will credit us. 

By Ordonnance is meant, I conceive, the 
manner of placing the feveral objedts in a piece, 
or the difpofition of them with refpedfc to the 
whole compofure. And what can be fitter fop 
ps, than to confider where we are, and to ap* 

E 4 pear 
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fear accordingly ?• The civilities, that arc left 
defefehtly {hewn in the Church, k would be a 
great indecorum to jaegledt in the drawing- 
room. The freedom, that wilLgain you the 
hearts your ifrferibrs, ihail, if ufed towards 
fhofe of a higher rank, make you .fee thought 
the worft bred woman in th6 world. Let 
the feafon for it be difregarded, your cheer- 
fulnefs feall be crffenfive ■ your gravity 
feem ridiculous**— your witbringyour fenfe 
into qudUofi, anfd your very friendiieft inter- 
pofition be thought not fo much a proof off 
your afFedtion, as of your impertinence. 'Tis 
the right placing of things that ihews our dif- 
cretioa— that keeps us clear of difficult 
ties— that raife? our credit — -that prin- 
cipally contributes to giv$ any df our defigns 

fodceft. 

To Beauty in colouring corre%onds^ per* 
J*aps, good nature, improved by good breeding. 
And, cef tain iy> as the canvafs could fupniih no 
defign fb well faijcy'4, no draught £& conre<ft, 
but what would yet fail to.pleafe, and would 
even difguft you, Vrere the colours df it ill, 
united—not fuftain'd by each other-+-void of 
their due harmony ; fo both fenfe and virtue go 
but a little way in our* recommendation, if they 
appear not- to their proper advaptage^in an e»- 
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fineft of behaviour— in loft and gentle man* 
Bm x and with all the graces of affability, 
ceurtefy, and lompkiiance. I fee, by your 
fiailing, you^tre fati$fy'd ? you can't be accus'd 
of bekag ^ bad <:olourift. Believe me, you have 
than gain'4 a very material point 5 and the more 
concerns yew have in the world, the more 
proofs you will find of its importance. I'll 
drop this fafejef^ when I have laid to yon. 
That if to make a good picture is iuch a com* 
pHcated talk, requires fo much attention, fuch 

eitenfive obfervation if an error, in any of 

the principal parts of painting, fo offends, takes 
off fo gready from the merit of the piece—— 
if he, who :is truly an artift, overlooks nothing 
that would be at all a blemith to his perform- 
ance, and would call each trivial indecorum, 
a fault ; Think, Child, what care, about tho 
Original, ought to equal this, for the Portrait 

of what infinitely greater ^onfequence it 

muft be, tohaveweiy thing right withanrour- 
pelves, than to give, a jull appearance to the 
things without u a; and how much kfs pardon- 
ably any violation of decorum would; be charged 
on your life, than • on your pencil. 
t The moll finhh'd rcprelientation only ^pleafes 
by its correspondence to what it repeefents, aa 
Nature well knitated y acid if juftndfe, in meer 

repre- ; 
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reprefentation and imitation, can have the 
charms yfcu find in it; you may cafily conceive 
the (till greater delight, that mufl arife from 
beholding the beauties of Nature itfelf ; fuch, 
particularly, as the pencil cannot imitate — ~ 
the beauties of rational Nature, thofe which 
the pofleflbr gives herfelf — which are ten» 
theufand times to be preferr'd to any, in her 
outward fymmetry — which, how highly fo- 
ever they may adorn her, profit her ftill more j 
and are not only to her own advantage, but to 
that of the age, in which ftie lives, and, poffi- 
bly, of remoteft generations. 

My concern, to fee you this fair, unble- 
xniflVd Original, makes me ftrangely unmind- 
ful on what topic I am got. There, furely, can 
be no proof wanting, how much a wife and 
good woman excels any portrait $ or excels any 
woman, who has but the merit of a portrait, 
~-~a fine appearance. 

. In this way Emilia takes each opportu* 
pity to form the manners of her Daughter — ■ 
to give her throughout juft and reafonable fen~ 
timents, and difpofe her to the exadt difcharge 
of her duty, , in every relation. 
1 L&ONORji, thus educated, has the fools, 
and the follies of the age, in their due con- 
. jempt — judges wifely —a^s prudently — is eve* 

ufefijlly 
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ufcfully or innocently employed— can pafs her 
evenings very chearfully, without a card in 
her hand— can be perfe&ly in humour, when 
ftie is at home, and all her acquaintance at 
the aifembly $ and feems likely to borrow no 
credit from her family, which (he will not 
fully repay. 

We willdifmifs the Daughter, and repre- 
fent Emilia parting with her Son, in tcrms^ 
like thefe. I am now to take my leave of you* 
for one campain at leaft. It is the firft you ever 
ferv'd ; let me advife, and do you ad, as if it 
would be your laft : the dangers, to which you 
will be expos'd, give both of us reafon to fear 
it : if it pleafe God that it fliould be fo, may 
you not be found unprepar'd, nor I unalign- 
ed ! This I am the lefs likely to be, when you 
have had my beft coimfel, and lyour promife 
to refledt upon it. He bowing, and afluring 
her, that whatever fhe fliould be pleafcd to fay 
to him, he would carefully remember it $ flic 
proceeded — I could never conceive, what in* 
due'd the Soldier to think, that he might take 
greater liberties, than the reft of mankind. He 
is, 'tis true, occafionally fubjedled to greater 
hardfhips, and he runs greater hazards? but 
by a lewd and y icious life, he makes thofe hard- 
(hips abundantly more grievous, than they 

ethejr- 
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otherwife would J>e — he difqualifies himfelf 
0 hear tbcaj. What would you think of Ms 
wits, who, bocaufe he is to be much in the 
cold, fits, as often as he can, clofe to the lire ? 
An habitual ibbriety and regularity of man- 
ners is, certainly, 'the beft prefervative of -that 
vigorous conftitution, which makes it leaft un- 
eafy to endure fatigue and cold, hunger and 
<hirft 

The dangers to which the Soldier is^xpos'd, 
areibfar from excuikighis licentiouihefs, when 
hejbas no enemy near him ; that they ought to 
be confider'd, as the ilrongeft -motive to con- 
form himfel£.at all times, to the rules of rea~ 
fonjind religion. A practice agreeable to them 
is the heft fupport of his ipirits, and the fureft 
provifion for his fafety — It will effe&uaily 
remove his fears, and can Alone encourage 
his hopes: nothing but it jean give him .any 
cbrafbrtable e^paftati<m, if what threatens hina 
ihould befall him. He, who is fo much in 
danger, ought to be properly anrid againft it; 
^nd this he can never be, by refle&ing on the 
women he has corrupted — ron his hours of 
^temperance, or on ^ny other of his extrava- 
gancies. You won't, perhap?, allow, that he 
wants the armour I would provide him ; be- 
*aufe he never knows the apprehenfions, which 
. ■ require 
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require it. But I am oonfitderrng what his ap~ 
prehenfions ought to be, not what they are. 
The nature of things will not be alter d, by his 
Opinion about them. 

It is granted, that a Soldier's life is, fie* 
qtrcintly, in the utmoft hazitrd^ and the que- 
fltor is iiot, htsw a thoughtlcfs, ftupid, abfur* 
creature fhould behave, in fuch a fituatron ; 
but, what thpxAd be done in it, by a man of 
prudence aftd fenfe ? I fay, he will attend to the 
value of what he bazar<h-~^to the confer* 
^UiStxce of it* fofs ; and, if fotmd of very great, 
he will fd a£t>that the lofs thereof may be, if 
poffifcle,fottlie or other way made up to him, or 
accompatiy'd with the feweft inconveniences. 
Inftoifibilhy of danger is die merit of a boll* 
dog. True courage fees danger, but defpifes it 
only from rational motives — from the confi* 
derations of duty. There can be no virtue ifl 
expofing life, where there is no notion of its 
value; you are a brave man, when you fully 
underftand the worth of life, and yet, in a good 
caufe, difregard death. 

I*, thus, to be ready to die is commendable, 
wholly from the caufe that makes us fo 3 1 dc* 
not fee how fuch an indifference to life, wheft 
honour calls you to rifk it, can Confift with 

pafiing 
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paffing it, at aay feafon, immorally and diflb- 
lutely. 

Here's a gallant Officer, who will rather 
be kiird, than quit his poft— -than be want- 
ing in the defence of his country I Is not this 
a fine refolution in one who, by his excefles, 
makes himfelf every day lefs able to ferve his 
country; or who fets an example, which, 
if followed, would do his country as much mif- 
chief, as it could have to fear from its moil: 
determin'd enemy ? 

The inconfiderate and thoughtlefs may 
Uugh at vice — may give foft terms to very bad 
afiions, or fpeak of them, as if they were ra- 
ther matter of jeft, than abhorrence : but who- 
ever will refledt whence all the mifery of man- 
kind arifes— what the fource is of all the di- 
ftrefs we lament ; he cannot but own, that 
if any thing ought to make us ferious— • 
if we ought to deleft any thing, it fliould be 
that, from which fuch terrible effedts are de- 
riv'd. 

For the very fame reafon, that we prefer 
health to ficknefs — eafe to pain, we muft 
prefer virtue to vice. Moral evil feems to me 
, to have a neceffary connection with natural. 
According to my notion of things, there is no < 
crime but what creates pain, or what has a 

tendency 
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tendency to create it to others or ourfelves: 
every criminal is made fuch, by doing ibme* 
thing, that is dircj&ly, or in its confequences, 
hurtful to himfelf* or to a fellow-creature. 

Is not here a foundation of Religion^ that no 
objections can affed ? Deprive us of it, you 
deprive us of the only effectual reftraint from 
thofe practices, which are mod detrimental to 

the world you deprive us of virtue, and 

thereby of all the true happinefs, we have here 
to expedt 

■. To charge Religion with the mifchief, oc* 
cafion'd by miftakes about it, I think full as 
impertinent, as to decry Reafon, for the wrong 
ufe that has been made of it ; or Government, 
for the bad adminiftration of every kind of it % 
in every part of the world. What (hall prove 
to the advantage of mankind, will, in all cafes ; 
depend upon themfelves : that which is, con- 
feffedly, moil for it, in every inftance you can 
think of, you fee occafionally, abus'd ; and by 
that abufe becoming as hurtful, as it would, 
otherwife, have been beneficial. Controverfy 
I hate ; and to read books of it as ill fuits my 
leifure, as my inclination: yet I do not profef* 
a Religion, the grounds of which I have never 
confider'd. Upon the very fame grounds that I 
am convincd of the truth of Religion in ge- 
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ncral, I am convinced of the truth of Chriftiani- 
ty. The good of the world is greatly pro- 
moted by it. If we would take Chriftianity 
for our guide throughout, we could not have 

a better we could not have a furer to all the 

happinefi, of which our prefent ftate admife. 
Its firaplkity may have been diiguis'd — itt 
intention perverted — its dofirtee* mifrspre- 
fented,and conctofions drawn,ftiitfograther th* 
kitereft or ambition of the Expofitor, than the 
- directions of the Text: but when 1 refort to 
the rule idelfj— when I find it averting, that 
the whole of my duty is to love God above *U 
things, and my neighbour as myfelf * — Hfc 
live always mindful by whom I am feat into* 
ancl preferv'd m, die world, and always d& 

* Religion is a content, fixed, permanent, immntabte 

thing. -True Rtligpon was, and ia, and ever will 

the fame in fubftance in all countries, and among all Jbrte 
of Men whatfoever ; and the fum of it is — To love tht 
Lord our God, with all our hearts, and with all our nkkds 
and with all our ftrength ; and next to that, toloy<? qut 
neighbour at ourfelves. — —In our Saviour's iaftitution, 
there is hardly any one thing recommended to us, that dotb 
Hot direftly relate to this matter ; that is not either an in* 
fence wherein we are to exprefs our love to God and our 
neighbour, or a means whereby we may be further'd 19 
the pra&ifing of-thofe duties, or an argument and motive, 
and encouragement to excite us to the pra&ftng of them. 
ibar. Serni. vol. iv. * 

■ - ' pos'd 
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postito do in it the utrooft good in my power; 
I can no more doubt, whether this is the voice 
of my Creator, than I can doubt, whether it 
muft be his will, that, when he has made me 
* reafonabk creature, I Should adt like one. 
Bat I wiH drop a Topic, on which I am fure 
your Father ipuft have fufficiently enlarg'd : 
I can only fpeak to it more generally ; Difficul- 
ties and Objections I muft leave him to obviate; 
yet thus much I will confidently affirm, that 
jf you wont adopt an irreligious Scheme, 'til 
you find one clear of them, you will continue 
as good a Chriftian, as it-has been our joint care 
to make you. I pray God you may do fo. He 
that wojuld corrupt your" principles, is the ene- 
my you have moft to fear ; .an enemy who 
means you worfe, than any you will draw your * 
fwojrd againft. 

When you are told, that the Soldier's reli- 
gion is his honour, obferve the prafticc of 
them, from whom you hear it ; you'll foou 
then have proof enough, that they mean little 
more by honour, than what is requifite to keep 
or advance their cfcmmiflions-*— -that .they 
areiUU, in their own opinion, men of nice ho- 
nour, tho* abandon d to the grofleft fenfuality 
and excefs, tho 9 chargeable with ads of the 
fouleft perfidy and injuftice — that the honour 

F by 
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by which they govern thcmfelves, differs as 
widely from what is truly fuch,* as humour 
from reafon. True honour is to virtue, what 
good breeding is Jo good- nature— the polic- 
ing, the refinement of it. And the more you 
think of Chriftianity, the more firmly you will 
be perfuaded, that in its precepts the ftrtfieji 
rules of honour are containd. By tbefe I, cer- 
tainly, would have you always guided ; gnd, 
on that very account, have reminded, you of 
the Religion, which not only fhews you tb&&i 
but propofes the reward likelieft to attach you 
to them. I have done. Take care of yourfelf. 
You won't fly danger ; do not court it. If the 
one would bring your courage into queftion, 
the other will your fenfe. The rafli is as ill- 
qualified for command, a$ the coward. May 
every blefling attend you ! And to fecure your 
happinefs, live always attentive to your duty; 
Reverence and obey him, to whom you owe 
your Being, and from whom muft come 
whatever good you can hope for in it. Adieu. 
I can't fay, it would fufficiently comfort me 
for your lofs, that you died with honour; but 
it would infinitely lefs afflict me, to hear of 
you among the dead, than among the profli- 
gate. 

What 
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What has been the iffue of inftrudfcions, like 
thefc, from both Parents? Scipio, for fo we 
will call the worthy man, from the time he 
received his commiffion, has alike diftinguifli'd 
himfelf, by his courage and his conduit The 
greateft dangers have not terrify d, the worft 
examples have not corrupted, him. He has 
approv'd himfelf difdaining by cowardice to 
keep life, and abhorring to ftiorten it by ex- 
ccfs: the bravery, with which he has ha- 
sarded is equalled by the prudence, with 
which he paffes it. 
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ESSAY the SECOND. 



Dun* animus* cognitis, perceptifque virtutibus, a corporis 
obfequio, mdulgentkque difecflerit, voluptatemque, &• 
cut labem aliquam decoris opprcfferit, omnemque mor- 

. tit» dftlorifque tunorem effngprit, ibcieUtemque caritatis 
coierit cum Tub, omnefque natura conjunflos, fuos dux* 
erity cultumque Deorum, & puram religionem fufcepe- 
rit — -quid eo did, aut excogitari potent beatiusf 
TulL de Ugtbns, L I. 




MO N G the Indians there is! an 
excellent fet of men, called Gymno- 
fophifts: tbefe I greatly admire, 
not as Jkiltd in propagating the vine 



*—in the arts of grafting or agriculture. 
They apply not themfelves to till the ground— 
t9 Search qfter gald~~n break the forfe— 

F 3 to 
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to take the butt — to Jhear or feed Jheep or 
goats. What then engages tbem ? That which 
is preferable to all tbefe* Wifdom is the pur- 
fuit as well of the old men, the teachers; as of 
the young % their difciples. Nor is there any 
thing among tbem, that I fo much praife, as 
their averfion to Jloth and idlenefs. 

When the tables are Jpread, before the meat 
is fet on tbem, all the youth, affembling to their 

mealy are ajkd by their Majlers In what 

ufeful tafk they have been employ 'd, from fun- 
rifing to that time ? One reprefents bimfelf as 
having been chofen an Arbitrator, and fucceeded, 
by his prudent management in compofing a dif- 
ference in making tbem friends, who were 

at variance. A fecond bad been paying obedience 
to bis parents commands. A third bad made 
fome difcovery by his own application, or learn 9 d 
fomething by another's infruftion. The rejlgive 
an account of themf elves in the fame way. 

He who has done nothing to deferve a dinner, 
is turrid out of doors without one. 

Dipping into Apuleius for my afternoon's 
amufement, the foregoing paflage was the laft 
I read, before I fell into a {lumber, which ex- 
hibited to me a vaft concourfe of the fafliion- 
able people at the court-end of theTown, under 

the 
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th$ examination of aGymnofophift, How they 
had pafs'd their morning ? He begun with 
the men. 

Man? of them acknowledge, that the 
morning, properly fpeaking, had been near 
gone, before their eyes were open'd. 

Many of them had only rifen to drefs- — 
to vifit — -to amiife themfelves at the drawing- 
room or coffee-houfe. 

Some had, by riding or walking, beeii con* 
fulting that health at the beginning of the day, 
which the clofe of it would wholly pafs in im- 
pairing. 

Some, from the time they had got on their 
own cloaths, had been erigag'd in feeing others? 
put on theirs -—in attending Levees — -in 
endeavouring to procure, by their importuni-* 
ty, what they had disqualify 'dt themfelves for, 
by their idlenefs. 

Some had been early out of their beds, but 
it was becaufe they could not, from their ill 
luck the preceding evening, reft in them; and 
when rifen, as they had no fpirits, they could 
not reconcile themfelves to any fort of appli- 
cation. 

Some had not had it in their power to do 
what was of much confequence: in the former 
part of the morning, they wanted to fpeak 
F 4 with 
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with their ttadefmen ; and in the latter, they 

could not be deny d to their friends. 

Others, truly, had been reading, but read* 
ing what could make them neither wifer nor 
better, what wis not worth their remember* 
ing, or what they fhould wHh to forget. 

It giiev'd me to heir fo many of eminent 
rank, both in the fta and land fervice, giving 
an account of themfelves, that levell'd them 
with the taeafteft under their Command. 

Several appear'd with an air expreffing 
the fulleft confidence, that what they had ta 
fay for themfelves would be to the philofb-* 
pher's entire fatisfadtion. They had been em- 
ploy'd, as Virtuofi fhould be— had been 
tftercifing their fkill in the liberal arts, and en- 
couraging the Artifts. Medals, Pidtores, Sta- 
tues had undergone their examination, and 
been their purchafe. They had been inquiring 
what the Literati of France, Germany, Italy, 
* had of late publifh'd > and they had bought 
what fuited their refpedtive taftes. 

When it appeard, That the compieating 
a Roman Series had been their concern, who 
had never read over, in his own language, a 

Latin hiftorian That they who grttdg'd 

no expence for Originals, knew them only by 

heariay 
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hearfay from their worft copies——* That 
the very perfons who had paid fo much for 
the art of R ysbr ack, upon Sir Andrew's judg- 
ment , would, if they had followed their own, 
have paid the fame fum for the labour of Bird 
- ■ T hat the book-buyers had not laid out 
their money on what they ever proposed to 
read, but cm what they had heard commended, 
and what they wanted to fit a fhelf, and fill a 
Library, that only ferv'd them for a breakfaft- 
room -f; this ckfs of men the fage pronoune'd 
the idleft of ah idle people, and doubly blame* 
able, as wafting alike their time and their for- 
tune. 

The follies of one fex had fo tir'd the Phi- 
lofopher, that he would fufFer no account to 
be given him of thofe of the other. It was 

* Parentlbus, nee minus fratribus praeferunt (pueri) parvo 
sere empta monilia. Quid ergo inter nos & illos intereft, 
ut Arifto ait, ni(i quod nos circa tabulas & ftatuas infant- 
ftius, Carius imptu Sen. Ep. 115. 

t Plaerifque ignaris etiam fcrvilium litterarum, librl 
non ftudiorum inftrumenta, fed coenationum ornamenta 

funt Apud defidioiiffimos Videbis, quicquid orationum 

hiftoriarumque eft-*— Inter balnearia & thermas, biblio- 
theca quoque, ut neceflarium domus ornamentum expoli- 
tur. Ignofceram pjane, ii e ftudiorum nimia cupidiute 
oriretur. Nunc ifta exquifita, & cum imaginibus fuis 
defcriptafacrorum opera ingeniorum, in Ipeciem & cultum 
parietumcomparantur. Sen. 
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eafy for him to guefs, how the Females muft 
have been employ 'd, where fuch were the ex- 
amples in thofe, they were to honour and obey. 

For a flxort fpace there was a general filence. 
The Gymnofophift at length exprefs'd himfelf 
to this effect. You have been reprefented to 
me as a people, who would ufe your own rea- 
fo n who would think for yourfelves ■ « 
who would freely inquire, form your opinions 
on evidence, and adopt no man's fentiments 
merely becaufe they were his. A charadter, 
to which, for ought I can find, you are as 
ill entitled as, perhaps, molt nations in the 
univerfe. The freedom, with which great 
names are oppos'd, and receiv'd opinions 
queftion d by fome among you, is, probably, 
no other, than what is us'd by fome of every 
country, in which liberal inquiries are purfu'd. 
The difference is, you fafely publifli your fen- 
timents on every fubjed j to them it would be 
penal to avow any notions, that agree not with 
thofe of their Superiors. But when you thus 
pafs your days, as if you thought not at all j 
have you any pretence to freedom of thought ? 
Can they be faid to love Truth, who fhun 
Confideration ? When it feems your ftudy to 
be ufelefs, to be of no fervice to others or 
yourfelves— —when you treat your time as a 

burthen, 
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burthen, to be eas'd of hich is your whole 

concern * when that fituation, thofe cir- 

cumftances of life are accounted the happieft, 
which moft tempt you to be idle and infigni- 
ficant ; human nature is as much difhonour'd 
by you, as it is by any of thofe people, whofe 
favagenefs or fuperftition you have in the 
greateft contempt. 

Let me not be told, how well you approve 
your Reafon by your arguments, or your fenti- 
ments. The proper , ufe of Reafon, is to adt 
reafonably. When you fo grofly fail in this, 
all the juft apprehenfions you may entertain, 
all the right things you may fay, only prove 
with what abilities you are form'd, and with 
what guilt you mifapply them. 

The Sage here railing his arm with his 
voice, I concluded it advifeable, not to ftand 
quite fo near him. In attempting to remove 

* Omnia licet quae unquam ingenia fulferunt, in hoc 
unum confentiant, n unquam fatis banc humanarum men- 
tium caliginem mirabuntur. Prxdia fua occupari a nul- 
lo patiuntur : & fi exigua contentio eft de modo finium, 
ad lapides & arma difcurrunt. In vitam fuam incedere 
alios finunt, immo vero ipfi etiam pofleffores ejus futuros 
inducunt— Aftri£ti funt in continendo patrimonii Si- 
mul ad temporis jaduram ventum eft, profufiflimi in eo, 
cujus unius honefta avaritia eft. &$n % 

1 
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I *#oke> and haftened to commit to writing a 
Dream, that had Co muck truth in it; and 
therefore, exprefs'd how feafonatyc it will bo 
to confider, to what ufe of our time we are 
directed ; 

First, By our prefent ftatc and condition; 
Secondly, By the relation; we bear to each 
other 5 

Thirdly, By that, in which we ftand to- 
wards the Deity. 

I. * If we are rak'd above the Brutes— -*«i£ 
we are undeniably of a more excellent kind, 
we muft be made for a different purpofe ; we 
cannot have the faculties they want, but in 

* Pertinet ad omnem officii quaeftLonem, Temper in 
promptu habere, quantum natura hominis pecudibus, re- 
liquifque beluis antecedat, Mae nihil fentiunt, nifi volttp- 
tatem, ad eamque feruntur omni impetu : hominis autem 
Miem difcendo aliter (t cogrtando.—- — Si qtris eft paulli 
ad voluptatet propeniior, modo ne fit ex pecudum genet* 
(funt enim quidam homines non re, fed nomine) fed, fi 
quis eft paullo ereflior, quamvis voluptate capiatur^ oc- 
cultat, & diifimulat appetitum yoluptatis, propter ver^cun- 
<Jiam. Ex quo intelligitur, corporis voluptatem non fati$ 
efle dignam hominis prseftantia, eamque contemni, & 
rejici oportere. » Si confidejare volumus, qu» 
fit in natura excellentia, fcdignitasj intelligemus, quam 
fit turpe, diffiuere luxuri2, & delicate ac molliter vivere : 
quamque honeftum, parce, continents, fevcre, fobrie. 
MdeOff.li. 

order 
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order tp a life different from theirs ; and when 
©Vf life is not iuch — when it is but * round 
of mating, drinking, and ffeeping, as theks it 
■ h when» by our idlenefs And inattention, 
we are almoft oh a level with them, both 31 
to all teafe of duty and all ufeful knowledge 
that we poflefe, our tki*e am& have been 
grievoufly mifeteploy'd $ there is np furor 
token of kshaviftgbeen fp, thft« that we havb 
done fb little, to advance owrfeives above life 
herd, when our Creator had vouchfa&d us fo 
far fuperjor a capacity. 

* The creatures below us «e wholly in* 
tent on the pleasures of Senfe# becaufe they 

7*/ tfati QtKetet, T*jw pip tS KdCjfi fVffiV ri luiji rhof(jJi¥ 

Jtyaw, to Jwtf* /i^w £8r ^fW-Seu t& 

Voluptatcm beftiis concedamus, aliud allquid homiiiif 

fummutti bonurarcpcrfcmhim eft ; — Nulte modo fiinv 

jfeifkn pocudis toftum, vjt homing Ubta mfhi-videri peteft. 
* A d altkira gwflam, & mgpnftattitbra nati fumut t 
nee id ex animi folum.partibus, in quibus ineft memaria 
rerum innumerabilhim— ineft conjeSura confeguea- 
tium, non multum a dirmatione diftfcrwts, ineft modera- 
tor cupiditatis pudor, ineft ad humanam focietatemjufti- 
twe fida ctiftotiia inttebra ipfe fortfbfque cdnftdera ; 
qth6W,«i^^ti3ecbi^orkpait«Si nan Tomites'foftm vir- 
tutum, fed toihiftectbto vrdtbmrtur. dt ftnX*?.. 
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are capable of no other : but as man is capa- 
ble of much higher and nobler, he muft have 
this privilege, that his purfuits may be accord- 
ingly—that his better nature ihould be bet- 
ter employ'd. 

Were we born only to fatisfy the appetites 
we have in common with the brute kind, we 
ihould, like it, have no higher Principle to 
direct us — to furnifh us with other delights. 
All the diftinftion between us, that this Prin- 
ciple can make, was, undoubtedly, intended 
by our Creator to be made $ and the lefs any 
appears, our abufe of this Principle, and con* 
fequently our oppofition to our Makers Will, 
is the more notorious and blameable. 

It may feem then plain, that there are ad- 
vantages to be purfu d, and a certain degree of 
excellence to be attained by us, according to 
the powers that we have, and the creatures 
below us want. * How induftrious we 
ihould be, to improve each opportunity for 
this, we may learn by attending, in the next 
place, to our uncertain^ and, at all events, 
Jbort continuance on earth. 

* Non tarn benignum ac liberate tempus natura nobis 
detur, ut aliquid ex illo vacet perdere : et vide, quam mul- 
ta etiam diligentiffimis pereaat, Stn.Ep.uj* 

f We 
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*f We are folly apprised, that by the pains 
of a few hours or days, no progrefs can be 
'made in any thing, that has the flighteft pre- 
tence to commendation. Thofe accompli/h- 
ments, that are confind to our fingers end, 
what months, what years of application do 
they coft us ! And, alas ! what trifles are the 
moft admir'd of them, in comparifon of a 
great number of others, for which we are qua- 
lified ; and which, as they are fo infinitely 
preferable to thefe, ought to be fo much the 
wore earneftly fought ! When, therefore, the 
whole term allow'd for gaining and ufing them, 
is thus precarious and fhort we can have 
but a very fmall portion of it to difpofe of, as 
we pleafe — —to pafs entirely as mere fancy, 
or humour * fuggefts. If much is to be done 
in a very fhort time, the good husbandry of 
it muft be confulted ; and there is no one> 
who. cpnfiders what we, univerfally, may ef- 
fect — in how many particulars, we may be 
of fervice to ourfelves — .how much depends 

t Unam quamlibetrem vix ad pcrfe&um adducitaflidu* 
vigilia & intentio. Sin. Ep. 69. 
% Zww lxiyiv 9 i$ivU nfi&<Qvlv<&in<r$A/ 9 J* ^por*. Bp*- 

A- V X*< \ie*a$<u <f wtfftbw. Stobacus. 

* Quatenus nobis denegatur diu vivere, relinquamus 
aliquid, quo not vuriflc teftanur. Plin. Ep. 7. 1. 3. 

3 upon 
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upon our endeavours*-~how neceflary they 
Are for our attaining what fliould he moft 
valu'd by us ; there is, I iky, no one, who 
confiders thefe things, but mnfl: admit, that 
we have much to do, and, therefore, that 
the fcanty term wc have for it ought to be 
carcfiilly manag'd — can, indeed, only by a 
prudent management, fiifficc for the difpatch 
<£ fuch a talk. 

And our opportunities, for making attain- 
ments thus defireable, fliould be fo much the 
more diligently watch'd, and readily embrac'd, 
as they meet with many unavoidable interrup- 
tions , even in our fhort life -f*. 

How great a part of our time is necejfarify 
loft to u8-~*-is confum'd by, that (horter 
Death, our Sleep ! * We are really better 
cecQnornifts than ordinary in this inftance, if 
only a third part of our Life thus pafles : and 
on the reft cf it whata large demand is made 
by our meals-— by our justifiable recreations 

£ Cogita, quantum teiqporis tibi auferat mala vatetudo, 
quantum occupatio piiblica, quantum occupatio private, 
quantum occupatio quotidiaha, quantum fomnus. Me- 
tire aetatem tuam, Sen.Ep.SS. 

• jEfiimatione nodurnae quietb, dimidio quifque fpatip 
vitse fuae vivit ? Pars aequa morti fimilis jexjgitur, aut pcecae, 
riifi contigit quies. $lin* Htft.Mat. J. 7. 
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— — bf the forms and civilities, to which a 
proper correfpondence with our fellow-crea- 
tures obliges us ? Add to thefe neceflary de- 
duftions, the many cafual ones with which we 
all, unavoidably, meet ; and it will foon ap- 
pear, what an exceedingly fmall part of our 
ihort continuance on earth, we have to beftow 
on fuch purpofes of living, as alone can be of 
any credit to us *. 

We are further to refledt, that in the fmall 
part of our life, in which we can be employ'd 
like reafonable creatures, Opportunities, for 
doing what may be of greateft moment, are 
not always offer* d m ; and with fome of them, 
if loft, we never again meet. 

We depend very much on things without 
us, and over which we have no fort of com- 
mand. There may be an extraordinary ad- 
vantage derived to us from them 5 but, if the 
firft offer of this be negledfced, we may never 
have a fecond. . 

Nor is it only the Dependence we have 
on things without us, that requires us fo care- 
fully to watch our opportunities $ we have a 

* Quod apud maximum Poetarum more Oraculi didum 
eft, verum die non dubitem. Exigua pars eft vitse quam 
nos vivimus. Sen. d$ brtv. vita. 

G ftill 
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$ill more gwakpning c^ll, if poflible, to this, 
from within ourfelves—r^from the reftrainfo 
to which the exercife of our powers is fubje£tr 
ed. We cannot ufe thefe, when and as we 
pjeafe — we cannot chufe the time of life, 
wherein to avail ourfelves of oqr natural qn+ 
4owments, and to reap all the advantage, de- 
%n d vis \n then*. 

When we are in our yoijth, our Bodies 
eafily receiv? whatever mien pr motion can re- 
qpmmend us : where is the found fo difficult, 
which our tongue cannot be then taught tp 
exprefs ? To what fpeed m$y our feet then b$ 
bfpughtjSfl4 qur h^nds, to what dexterity? 
But if we are advane'd to Manhood, before the 
^ming lis ifx any of thefe ways is atten^ptf d ; 
aU end^vaur after it will th§p either be quite 
fruitlefs, or, probably, lefs fogc&fsful, than it 
would have beeii in our earlier years j snd 
whoever ita fiiccefs he, a much greater naight 
have formerly been obtain'd, with half the 
pains. 

* The very fame is the cafe of our under- 
Handing, of pur will and our paffions. There 
is a certain feafon, when our minds may be en- 

* Ut corpora ac) qupfilam membrorum flexua form^a^ 
nifi tenera, non poflunt ; fic antmoa quoque ad pkraquo 
^liripres robur ipfum facit, Sfytinff. Injl. Orat. 1. i. 

larg'd 
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lftrg'd— — when a vaft ftock of ufeful truths 
may be acquir'd — when our paffions will 
readily fubmit to the government of reafon— 
when right principles may be fo fix'd in us, 
as to influence every important aftion of our 
future lives: but the fcafon for this extends 
neither to the whole, nor to any confiderable 
length, of our continuance upon earth $ it is 
limited to a few years of our term $ and, if 
throughout thefe we negle£t it, error or igno- 
rance is, according to the ordinary courfe of 
things, entaird upon us. Our will becomes 
dur law — our lulls gain & ftrength, which we 
afterwards vainly oppofe • wrong inclina- 
tions become fo confirm'd in us, that they de- 
feat all out endeavours to corredt them.* 

II. Tete dire&ions for the employment of 
our time, which the relation we bear to each 
other furnifhes, are, as follows : 

Society is manifeftly upheld, by a circula- 
tion of kmdnefs * : we are all of us, in fome - 
way or other, wanting affiftance, and, in like 
manner, qualified to give it. None are in a 
ftate of independency on their fellow-creatures* 

* Unum debet omnibus efle propofitum, ut eadem fit 
u&ftas unittfcttjufque, jtuniverforum : quam fi ad fe quif- 
quc rtpfaf, cfiffblretur omnis humana confortio. Tull. dt 
Of.l.3. 

Gi The 
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The moft flenderly cndow'd are not a mere 
burthen on their kind ; even they can contri- 
bute their fhare to the common good ; and 
may be to the political body, what thofe parts 
of us, in which we leaft pride oiirfelves, are 
to the natural, not greatly indeed its orna- 
ments, but much for its real ufe. 

We learn what are juftly our mutual claims, 
from this mutual dependency ; that on its ac- 
count, as well as for other reafons, our life is 
not to pafs in a round of pleafure or idlenefs, 
or according to the fuggeftions of mere hu- 
mour and fancy, or in fordid and felfifh pur- 
fuits *. 

There can be nothing more evidently my 
duty, than that I fhould return the kindnefs I 

receive than that, if many are employ'd 

in promoting my intereft, I fhould be as in- 
tent on furthering theirs. 

•f- All men are by nature equal. Their 
common paffions and afFedlions, their com- 
mon 

* Alteri vivas oportet, fi vis tibi vivere. Haec focietas 
diligenter & fanfte obfervanda eft, quae nos omnes omni- . 
bus mifcet, & indicat aliquod efle commune jus generis hu- 
mani. Stn. Ep. 48. 

+ Eadem omnibus principia, eademque origo. Nemo . 
altero nobilior, nifi cui re&ius ingenium, & artibus bonis 

aptius. "Qui nomina familiae fuse longo ordine, ac 

multis 
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mon infirmities, their common wants give fuch 
conftant remembrances of this equality, even 
to them, who are moft difpos'd to forget it 5 
that they cannot, with all their endeavours, 
render themfelves wholly unmindful thereof 
they cannot become infenfible> how un- 
willing foever they may be to confider, that 
their debt is as large as their demands* — — 
that they owe others, as much as they can 
reafonably expe& from them. 

But are all then upon a level muft thofc 

diftindtions be thrown down, which, being the 
chief fupport of the order and peace of fociety, 
are alfo the fupport of its happinefs ; and which 
Nature herfelf may be judg'd to appoint, by 
the very difpofitions and abilities, with which 
fhe forms us ; qualifying fome for rule, and 
fitting fome for fubje&ion ? 

That, in many inftances, we are all upon 
a level, none can deny, who regard the ma- 
terials of our bodies the difeafes and pain 

to which we are fubjeft our entrance into 

the world the means of preferving us in 

multis flemmatum illigata flexuris, in parte prima aedi* 
urn collocant, noti magis quam nobiles funt. Unus om- 
nium parens— eft, five per fplendidos, five per fordidos 
gradus : ad hunc prima cujufque origo perducitur. Sou 
de Ben, 1. 3. 

G 3 it — 
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it — the length of our continuance therein-!-^— 
our paffage out of it. But then as it will not 
follow, that, becaufe we are made of the fame 
materials— —are liable to the fame accidents 
mid end, we, therefore, are the fame through- 
out neither is it a juft conclufion, that, be- 
caufe we are levellcl in our dependency, we 
ihould be levell'd in our employments. 

Superiority will remain diftindtion$ 

will be preferv'd, tho' all of us muft ferve each 
other, while that fervice is differently per- 
fbrm'd. 

Super iority has po fort of connection with 
idlenefs and ufelefnefs: it may exempt us 
from the bodily fatigue of our inferiors, from 

their confinement and hardships : it may 

entitle fome to the deference and fubmifiion of 
thofe about them : but it by no means exempts 
any from all attention to the common good, 
from all endeavours to promote it — — by no 
meajis does it entitle any of us to live, like fa 
many drones, on the indaftry of others j to 
ppap all the benefit we can from them, and be 
of none to them. 

It is a juft obfervation of Swiff s — That he 
y/ho doth pot perform the part affign'd him, 
tpwartfs advancing the benefit of the whole, 
in proportion to his opportunities and abilities* 

is 
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is not only an ufelefs, but a very mifchievous 
member of the publick: Becaufe he takes his 
ihire of the profit, and yet leaves his fhare of 
the burthen to be borne by others, which iS 
the true principal caufe of moft miferies and 
xpisfortunes in life. 

ThS diftinSiions of Prince and Subjeft — * 

noble and vulgar rich and poor, confift 

not in this, that the one has a great deal to dtf, 
and the other nothing — that the one mull 
be always bufied, and the other may be always 
taking his pleafufe, or enjoying his eafe; No, 
in this they coftfift, that thefe feveral perfons 
are differently bufied — aflift each other in 
different ways. 

The Sovereign acquaints himfelf with the 
true ftate of his kingdom directs the exe- 
cution of its laws -provides for the exadfc 

adminiftration of juftice — fecures the pro- 
perties of his people — preferves their peace, 
Thefe are his cares ; and that they may be the 
more aflured of fuccefs, and have their weight 
more eafily fupported, his commands find the 

readieft obedience a large revenue is af- 

figncd him — the higheft honours are paid 
him. It is not, in any of thefe inftances, the 
Man, who is regarded, but the Head of the 
community 5 and that, for the benefit of the 
G 4 com- 
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community for the fecurity of its quiet, 

and the furtherance of its profperity *. 

The Nobility have it their taflc, to qualify 
themfelves for executing the more honourable 
and important offices of the commonwealth, 
and to execute thefe offices with diligence and 
fidelity -f*. The very ftation to which they are 
advanced, is fuppos'd to be the recompence 
either of great fervice done the public, or of 
the merit of an uncommon capacity to ferve 
it. 

The richer members of the ftate, as they 
have all the helps that education can give 

them as, in their riper age, they have all 

the opportunity, they can wifh, for to improve 
upon thefe helps — as their circumftances 
exempt them from the temptations, to which 
poverty is expos'd j to them is committed the 

• Mihi quidem videntur hue omnia efle referenda iis, 
•qui praefunt aliis, ut ii, qui erunt eorum in imperio, fint 
beatiffimi.-— — Eft autem non modo ejus, qui fociis & 
civibus, fed etiam ejus, qui fervis, qui mutis pecudibu? 
profit, eorum, quibus praefit, commodis utilitatique fer- 
vire. Tull. Ep. ad £K Frat. 1 . i. ep. i . 

iret -9 ot WopiM Vli avtov luirjiUvei. Xen. de & did. 
Stcraiu. 

f San&us haberi, 

Juftitiaeque tenax fadlis diSUsque mereris ? 

Agnofcoprocercm Juv. Sat. 8. 

difcharge 
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difchargc of thofe offices in the common* 
wealth, which are next to the higheft, and 
fometimes even of thefe they either con- 
cur in making Laws for the Society, or are 
chiefly concern'd in executing them Com- 
merce, Arts, Science, Liberty, Virtue, what- 
ever can be for the credit and peace, for the 
eafe and profperity of a nation, depends on the 
part they adt, on their condudt 

Let them be a fupine, indolent race, averfe 
to rational inquiries, to all ferious application 

let it be their bufinefs to divert themfelves, 

to give a loofe to fancy and appetite let 

all their fchemes be thofe of felf-indulgence, 
and their life a round of vanity and fenfuali- 
ty ; fad muft be the condition of the nation, 
to which they belong ! throughout it muft be 
diforder and confufion — — it muft have 
the worft to fear from its more powerful neigh- 
bours. 

And as, in all countries, they who are dif- 
tinguifh'd by their rank or fortune, have their 
poft, their duty, their tafk for the common 
good as to difcharge this requires many 
accpmplifhments, the attainment of which is x 
matter of much attention and pains — requires 
an improv'd underftanding, command of paf- 
fions, an integrity and refolution which only 
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can be preferv'd, by an habitual ferioufhefs 

and refledtion as they cannot fail in their 

parts, cannot mifemploy their leifure, and un- 
fit themfelves for, or be negligent in, the fer- 
vice appointed them, but their country muft 
fuffer grievoufly in its mod valuable interefts j 
it is evident what diligence they fhould ufe, 
how little time they have to trifle away : it is 
moft evident, under what obligations they are, 
not to abandon themfelves to merely animal 
gratifications, and the pleafures of fenfe — «■ 
to floth and inactivity *. 

Nor is it only from the omiflidn of what 
they ought to perform, that the public will in 
this cafe fuffer 5 but from the example they fet* 
An inienfibility, that they are to live to any 
ufeful purpofes— — a though tlefnefs of their 
having any thing to mind, but their humour 
and liking— —a grofs carelefnefs how their 
days pafs, cannot appear amongft thofe of 
higher rank, without the infe&ion fpreading 
itfelf among thofe of a lower j thefe will de- 
fire to be as lazy and worthlefs, as their fuper 
riors — to have the fame (hare of mirth and 
jollity — -to be of as little confequence to the 
public. 

* In maxuma fortuna minuma licentia eft. Salluji. 

TjKAT 
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TfctAT this will be the cafe, is as certain, as 
experience can make any thing. It has been, 
and is, every where, found, that where they, 
who have the wealth, and are therefore fup r 
pos'd (tho' very unreafonably ) to have the fenfe 
of a nation, treat their time as of no account, 
qnly think of making it fubfervient to their 
excefles, their vanity, or their fports; the 
fame wrong notions foon fpread among their 
inferiors *. x 

The populace, indeed, cannot be quite fb 
' diflblute — they cannot be fo immers'd in 
floth and fenfuality, as the richer part of a na- 
tion, becaufe their circumftances permit it 
not : their maintenance muft coft them fome 
care and pains ; but they will take as little as 
they can they will, as far as is in their 

* Cupiditatibus Principum, & vitiis infici folet tota ei- 

rkas : Ncc enim tan turn mali eft peccarc principes 

(qqanqu&m eft magnum hoc per fe ipfum malam) quan- 
tum illud, quod permulti imifctores principum extftunt. 
Nam licet videre, fi velis replicare memoriam teraporum, 
qualefcunque fummi civitatis viri fuerunt, talem civita- 

tern ftiifle. NobHium vit&, vi&uque mutato, mores 

mutari crvitatum puto. Quo perniciofius de republics* 
merentur vitiofi Principes, quod noi> folum vitia concipi* 
unt ipfi, fed ea infundunt in civitatem : neque folum ob- 
funt, quod ipfi corrumpuntur,., fed etiam quod corrum- 
punt, plufque cxemplo, quim peccato nocent. Tull. de 

power, 
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power, have their fill of what their betters 
teach them to be the comforts of life, the en- 
joyments proper for reafonable creatures 

they cannot debauch themfelves in the more 
elegant and expenfive waysu but they will in 
thofe, which fuit their education and condi- 
tion they cannot be wholly ufelefs $ but if 

they make themfelves of any fervice, it fhall 
only be of that, for which they are well paid, 
and without which they cannot be fupport- 
ed. 

Nor can we expedt that things fhould be 
otherwife. It is not, upon the loweft com- 
putation, one in a hundred, who forms his 
manners upon the principles of Reafon. Ex- 
ample, cuftomary practice govern us. And, 
as they, who are more efpecially dependent 
upon others, are taught, from their very in- 
fancy, to refped thofe, on whom they de- 
pend to obferve them to be dire&ed by 

them ; jio wonder, that they fliould be fond 
of imitating them, as far as their lituation ad- 
mits : no wonder, that they fliould copy their 
follies ; fince that they can do moft eafily, 
and thai moft fuits their natural depravity. 

But he, whofe induftry is his fupport, 
may be fitly advis'd to confider, that, if they, 
who enjoy the plenty he wants, are prodigal 

of 
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of their time mifemploy it — wafte it; 

their abufe of it will not at all excufe his. 
He cannot poflibly be ignorant, how impro- 
per fuch a wafte of time is how much 

good it hinders — how much evil it occafions 
—and how much a greater fufferer he will 
be from it, than thofe who are in more plen- 
tiful circumftances. 

Both high and low, rich and poor ought, 
indeed, to reflect, that there can be nothing 
fo becoming them *, there can be nothing that 
will give them fo folid, fo lafting a fatisfadtion, 
as to be employ 'd in ferving mankind — -in 
furthering their happinefs. What thought 
can we entertain more honourable, with refpedfc 
to GQd himfelf, than that bis mercy is over all 

bis works that his goodnefs is continually 

difplaying itfelf, through the whole extent of 
Being — that the unthankful and the evil he 
not only forbears -j-, but ftill feeks to awaken 
to a due acknowledgement of Him, to a 
juft fenfe of their true intereft, by perfever- 

* Quae eft melior in hominum gencre natura, quam 
eorum, qui fe natos ad homines juvandos, tutandos, 
confervandos arbitrantur ? Tull. Tufc. £%u*ft. 1. i. 

•f* Oi $$oi 9 c£$dveLloi oflif, o\) fwyifcimvirtv, on iv rwovrtp 

kw ivixsvdctr ttposin <Pi)£ xhfovlM AVTSvv&ylo'w* An- 
ton, dc rebus fuis, 1. 7. 

' Z ing 
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ing in bis kindnefr towards them, by Con- 
tinuing to them the bleffingfr they fo ill de- 
fcnre? 

And if the confideration of the tiniverfal 
Creator, as thus a&ing, be really that, which 

makes Him appear moft amiable to m 

which affe&s us with the moft profound vene- 
ration of Him, and chiefly renders it pleafing 
to us, to contemplate his other perfections j 
what worth do we evidence, how highly da 
we recommend ourfelves, when employ'd ei- 
ther in qualifying ourfclves for doing good, or 

in doing it *, when we have the common 

advantage our conftant purfiiit-— -when wt? 
fcek for pleafure-f% in making ourfelves of 
tife; and feel happmefs in the degree, in 
which we communicate it ? 

HI. Wbat employment of our time the 
relation, in which we ft and to* God, fuggefh 
to us, is next to be confider 'A 

. Every one, who read&this, I am willing ttr 
Aippofc fcnfible, that there is a nature fuperior 
to his own J, and even poffefs'd of thehigheft 

excel* 

• Bpa^Jf o jSi^- Si Kttfvlf rm iniyti* £«>»r, fii-dttftf 
caia, a£ ^cL^eti KosmnxJii. Anton., de rebus fais, 1. 6. 

f Non poteft quifq^am bea*c degere, qui fe tantikft 
intuetur. Stn.Ep.4il. 

% Nulla gens eft neque tarn immaafofta, nequ* tartr 

fera, 
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excellencies-— that to It we owe our exift- 
ence, owe the endowments which place us 
at the head of all the creatures upon earth* 
owe whatever can make us defire to have our 
txtftenc-Q continu'd to us — that by this fu- 
pef ipr nature ahm y many of our wants can be 
fupply'd — that on It we entirely depend — . 
that from It? favour, the whole of our increa,- 
&*g happinefs can be expected *. 

From 

fera, quae non, etiam fi ignoret, qualem habere Deum 
deceat, tamcn habendum fciat. TulL de Leg. 1. 1. 
• Cesleftem admirabilem ordinem, incredibilemque con- 
ftantiam, ex qua confervatio* & falus Qrjinium omnis ori- 
tur, qui vacate mente pujtat, is ipfe mentis expers haben- 
dus e#. Tull.de nat. Deor. 1. 2. 

The acknowledging of one God eternal, infinite, and 
omnipotent, may more eafily be derived, from the defire 
mc$ have to know the caufes of natural bodies, and their 
feveial virtues, and operations ; than from the fear of 
what was to befall them in time to come. For he that, 
from any effedt he feeth come to pafs, fhould reafon to 
the next and immediate caufe thereof, and from thence 
to the caufe of that caufe, and plunge himfelf profoundly 
in the purfuit of caufes, (hall at laft come to this, that there 
piuft be (as even the heathen philofophers confefc'd) one 
firft mover ; that is, a firft and an eternal caufe of all 
things j which is that which men mean by the name of 
God. HobbeCsLeviaU^. I. ch. xii, 

* Sit hoc a principio perfuafum embus, dominos efle 
omnium rcrura, ac moderators Deos, eaque quae geran- 
tur, eorum geri vi, ditione, ac numine, eofdemque opti- 

me 
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From what we thus know of God and our- 
fclves, there muft arife certain Duties towards 
Him, the performance of which will have its 
demand on our time*. His perfections re- 
quire our higheft veneration ; this cannot be 
exercis'd or preferv'd, without our ferious at- 
tention to and recolledtion of them. His mer- 
cies demand our moft humble and grateful ac- 
knowledgments $ proper afts of thankfgiving 
are, therefore, what we fhould be blameable 
to omit \ they daily become us, and fhould be 
made with all the folemnity and fervor, that 
fuit the kindnefs vouchfafed us, and the Ma- 
jefty of him, to whom we addrefs ourfelves. 
-J- A due fenfe of our weaknefs and wants is a 

conftant 

me de genere hominum mereri, &, qualis quifque fit, quid 
agat, quid in fe v admittat, qua mente, qua pietate colat 
religiones, intueri : piorumque, & impiorum habere rati- 
onem. TulL de Leg. 1. 2. 

Xen. de fa&. 8c did. Socr. 

'Trd i&9 &0KITU9 <srf 4t« Tt^i^Ai ri* bus. Ariftot. de 
Repub. 

ir£v t S 3, Kohddiuf fiovltu. Ariftot Topic. 

•J- Xl<Lv\is offot ^ x«tTet {Jpajftf aa^offvvn^ (JLtttygatf, i«W 
v&ffyofM <T(jLiKfi pvyiKv vfJiyyutT^ Sito del <v* k&» 
h*<nv. Plat. Tun. 

'E^ i^KAffi iTriK&tii. M. Anton, de rebus fuis. 
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cotiftant admonition to us, to look up to that 
Being, whofe power and goodnefs are infi- 
nite j and to cherifh fuch difpofitions, as are 
moft likely to recommend us to Him : hence 
it is evident, what ftrefs we ftiould lay upon 
thofe aweful invocations of the divine inter- 
pofition in our favour, and upon that devout 
confeflion of our unworthinefs of it, which 
have a natural tendency to keep the Deity 

Neque enim an honorifice de Deo fentiendum fit ; nc- 
que an fit amandus, timendus, col end us, dubitari po- 
teft. Hobbes dehorn, c. 14. 

Never to acknowledge the enjoyments and privileges 
we have received, and hold of God, is in effect to deny 
that we receive them from him ; not to apply to him 
for a fupply of our wants, is to deny, either our wants, 
or his power of helping us. Religion of Nature delineated, 
p. 121. 

If I fliould never pray to God, or worfliip him at all, 
/uch a total omifiion would be equivalent to this affertion, 
There is no God, who governs the world, to be ador'd ; 
which, if there is fuch a Being, muft be contrary to 
truth. Alfo generally and notoriously to neglect this duty, 
though not always, will favour, if not directly proclaim, 
the fame untruth. For certainly to worfliip God after 
this manner, is only to worfliip him accidentally 5 which 
is to declare it a great accident that he is worfliipped at 
all, and this approaches as near as pofliblc to a total neg- 
lect. Befides, fuch a fparing and infrequent worfhip- 
per of the Deity, betrays fuch an habitual difregard of 
him, as will render every religious act infignificant and 
null. Ibid. p. 18. 

H pre- 
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prefent to our remembrance, and to purify ouy 
hearts. 

* Public acknowledgments of the good* 
neTs of God, and application for his bleff- 
ings, contribute to give a whole community 
fuitable apprehenfions of Him ; and thefe, if 
it be my Duty to entertain, it is equally my 
duty to propagate \ both as the regard I pay 
the divine excellencies is hereby fitly ex- 
prefled, and as the fame Advantage, that I re- 
ceive from fuch apprehenfions, will be re- 
ceiv'd by all, whom they affedt in the fame 
manner with me. Hence it is clearly our du- 
ty to join in the public worfhip-f • to 

promote, by our regular attendance upon it, 
a like regularity in others. 

These obfervations will, I hope, be 
thought fufficient propfs, that, from the rela- 
tion we bear to God, a certain portion of 

our time is his claim ought to be fet 

apart for meditation upon Him, for prayer 
to Him, and for fuch other exercife of qw 
reafon, as more immediately refpedts Him, 
and fui^s our obligations towards Him. 

* Tip* to A&tytiviw iii pb, h£kk&H ^ri rSg^i^m. 
Ifoc. ad Dem. 

+ It is the voice of nature that God (hould be publkjy 
worfhipp'd. Chrijilantty as old as the Creation* 

ON 
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iiretfdv dfor&vfoKa, a.7ro$vh<TKW. Plat. Gorg. 

INCE all things are uncertain, 
6 favour yourfelf/ Where have 
I met with it ? Whofe-foever the 
advice is, it proceeds upon a flip- 
polition abfolutely falfe, That there is an un- 
certainty in all things : And were the fuppo- 
fition true, the inference would be wrong ; 
did we allow, that there was fuch an uncer- 
• tainty in all things, it wpuld be wrongly con- 
H 2 eluded 
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eluded from thence, that we fhould favour 
ourfelves. 

First, There is not the uncertainty here 
fuppos'd. % With regard to thofe things, which 
call us to thoughts, very different from that 
of favouring ourfelves which fliould with- 
draw our attention from our own will, our 
own liking — which fuggeit to us quite other 
conliderations than of taking our eafe, and in- 
dulging pur appetites — which fhould make 

the animal life the leaft of our concern - 

which fliould render us only folicitous to pu- 
rify ourfelves, and be ufeful to our fellow- crea- 
tures ; with regard to thefe things, I fay, we • 
have either abfolute certainty, or the higheft 
degree of probability. 

* To have produe'd fo much beauty and 
order, as every where difcover themfelves, not 

only 

£ Non folum quatuor articuli fuprii memorati fempcr 
ftetere, nempe, I. EJJe Deumfummum : 2. colt debere : 3. 
virtutem ejfeprtecipuam cultus divini partem : 4. refepifcen^ 
dum ejfe a peccatis : fed &hicultimus, dari pramium & 
p&nam 9 turn in hac vita, turn pojl banc vitam, ftetit, in 

feternumque ftabit. rlaec Providentiae divinse univer- 

falis cafheque Religionis funt firmamenta ilia, quae nullo 
defuere vel deeffe pofi'unt feculo vel regioni. Herb, de Re- 
tig. Gent. 

* Mundi adnrniftratio nihil habet in fe, quod reprehen- 
dipoffit. Ex lis enim naturis, quaeerant, quodefficipo- 

tuit 
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only intelligence was re qui fit e> but great wif- 
dom and power. 

•f* The beneficial efFedts naturally refulting 
from the things thus beautifully form'd and 
prderly difpos'd, demonftrate the gcodnefs, as 
well as the wifdom and power, of their Au- 
thor. 

That the benefits He defign'd, {hould con- 
ftantly take place, miift* as he is a good be- 
ing, be agreeable to his will \ and whatever 
hinders their taking effed, muji be difagreeable 
to it. 

We cannot have a furer mark of what 
pleafes Him, than its being produdive of hap- 
pinefs \ and whatever has mifery accompany- 
ing it, carries with it the clear eft proof oi its 
difpleafing Him. 

* A virtuous pradtice, greatly furthering 

tuit optimum, effeftum eft. Doceat ergo aliquis potuifle 
melius. Sed nemo umquam doccbit : & fi quis corrigere 
aliquid volet, aut deterius facit, aut id, quod fieri non po- 
tuit, defiderabit. De Nat. Deor. 1. 2. 

t Omni ratione concluditur, mente, confilioque divino 
omnia in hoc mundo ad falutem omnium, confervationem- 
que admirabiliter adminiftrari. Ibid. 

Omnes mundi partes ita conftitutae funt, ut neque ad 
ufum meliores potuerint .efle, neque ad fpeciem pulchri- 
ores. Ibid. ' . 

*Omnig ilia antiquji philofophia fenfit in' una virtute 
eiTe pp^t^^beatajn s yit,an^. Jcad.Jfyaft. It.' 
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the happinefs of mankind, mujl be pleajtng to 
their Maker ; a vicious one mufl difpleafe Him, 
as it neceffarily obftrufts their happinefs *. 

If from any accidental indifpofition of 
things, as from the number of the criminal, 
virtue fhould here mifs its reward, there is 
great likelyhood, that it will elfewhere receive 
it : and, if vice, by a like accident, (hould, in 
particular inftances, not carry with it thofe 
marks of its offending the Governor of the 
World, which it in moft cafes bears ; there is 
the highejl probability -f-, that it will have its 
punifhment in fome future ftate. There is that 

proba- 

• Hoc ipfum argumentum Epicuri eft, natura nos a fee- 
lere abhorrere, quod nulli non etiam inter tuta timor eft 
Multos fortune liberat poena, metu neminem. &», 
Ep. 97 . 

t If Virtue be to itfelf no fmall reward, and Vice, in a 
great meafure, its own puniftiment; we have a folid 
ground :o go upon. The plain foundations of a diftribu- 
tive juftice, and due order in this world, may lead us to 
conceive a further building. We apprehend a larger 
fcheme, and eafily refolve ourfelves, why things were not 
completed in this ftate ; but their accomplifliments re* 
ferved rather to fome further period. For, had the good 
and virtuous of mankind been wholly profperous in this 
*life j had goodnefs never met with oppofition, nor merit 
ever lain under a cloud ; where had been the trial, vidory, 
01 crown of virtue ? Where had the virtues had their the- 
atre, or whence their names i Where had been temper* 

aoce 
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probability in favour of virtue^ not only from 
What our reafonings on the juftice and good- 
nefs of God induce us to think it has to ex- 
peft from Him ; but alfo from the vifible 
taanner, in which he fignifies his approbation 
of it. ' He has imprefs'd a fenfe of its worth 
on the minds of all mankind — He has made 
fatisfa&ion infeparable from a conformity ta 

;/ * He has appointed many advantages, 

in 

ance or felf-denial ? Where patience, meeknefs, magna- 
nimity ? Whence have thefe their being ? What merit ex- 
cept from hardfhip ? What virtue without a conflict, and 
the encounter of fuch enemies as arife both within, and 
from abroad? But, as many as are the difficulties which 
virtue has to encounter in this world, her force is yet fupe- 
rior. Expos'd as {he is here, {he is not however abandon'd* 
or left miferable. She has enough to raife her above pity, 
though not above our wi&es : And as hapfpy as we fee her 
here, we have room for further hopes in her behalfc thi 
prefent portion is fufficient to {hew' Providence already en- 
gaged on her fide. And fince there is fuch provifion for 
her here; fuch happinefs, and fuch advantages, even in 
this life ; how probable muft it appear, that this providen- 
tial care is yet extended further to at fucceeding life, and 
perfected hereafter. Shaft/bur fs Rbapfody. 

TS TCI { tBCtftfi XfQPOiS £tiy9f\&C r $ 7? ffJjJl- 

cueov&» «^ut rdf thanf** l^wfa/. Ifoc. Gnrf. de 

permut. 

Arift. de repub. 1. 7, 

H 4 , Tfo 
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in the ordinary courfe of things, its attendants; 
which feem concurring ajfurances, that to 
whatfoever difadvantages // may now, occa- 
fionally, expofe us, they will be at length fully 
recompencd. And there is the probability I 
have mention'd, that the guilty will not be 
always without a puniihment adequate to 
their crimes, not only from the apprehen- 
fions we may fitly entertain of a juft Gover- 
nor of the univerfe $ but, alfo, from the man- 
ner in which He, to the notice of all men, 
expreffes his abhorrence of vice : annexing to 
many crimes immediate inconveniencies — — 
giving others a very ihort refpite from the fe- 
vered diftrefs, the painfulleft difeafes 
allowing none to have our reafon and con- 
fcience on their fide, to be approval by us 
in our hours of ferioufnefs and calm reflec- 
tion -f\ 

Virtue is, evidently^ preferv'd and pro- 
moted, by frequent confideration- — by dill— 

ODC0V0fJ.il V, d& TAf Tftp4<H* ilAMfiVil 1 , KAl $i€<Lltffa&i fltVo/I- 

JW*. Ifoc. ad Demonic. 
+ NulH nos vitio natura conciliat. Sen. Ep. 94. 

jifw/r. Arif.pt. 1 due. 

gencc 
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gence and application — by the denial of our 
appetites by the reftraint of our inclina- 
tions — by a conftant watchfulnefs over our 
pafiions — by cherHhing in ourfelves fenti- 
rnents of humanity and benevolence. Vice 
is, as manifeftly^ produe'd and confirm'd, by 
inattention— by fupinenefs and ,qarelefnefs 

by favouring our appetites — ^by coufult-* 

ing rather what we are difpos'd to, than what 
is beft for us ; rather what inclination, than 
what reafon fuggefts— by an attachment to 
the fatisfa£tion of the prefent moment, to our 
immediate profit or convenience by adopt- 
ing narrow, felfifh principles. 

Thus it will appear, that there is by nb 
means an uncertainty iii all things. Moft cer- 
tain it is, from whence Virtue has its fccurity 
and improvement. Equally certain is it, how 
we become bad, and how we are made worfe. 
Virtue has, in the nature of things, a reward 
of which it cannot be deprived, and vice as 
Jure a punifhment. All thofe accidents, which 
obftrudt either the advantages, fuiting a vir- 
tuous practice; or the fufFerings, that a vicious 
one ought to feel ; may fitly carry our thoughts 
to fome f uture ftate * ; wherein each will have 

its 

* Sec the Arguments, for the prefent life being a ftate 

of 
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is the fureft way to increafe both the number 

of our fufferings, and their weight. . 

What can be more precarious, than the 
continuance of human life ? Who, in his 
twentieth year, acknowledges not how un- 
certain it is, whether he (hall fee his fortieth ? 
Yet no one of common prudence feeks barely 
to crowd fo much fetisfa&ion into his life, 
as can confift with his reaching that period : 
there is no prudent man, who denies not him- 
felf many things, in hopes of attaining a much 
longer term. 

We mull unufually fail in the love of our 
children, if we would not purfue their wel- 
fare, in the fame way, by which we judge 
our own beft confulted. But where is the 
advocate for " Favour yourfelf fince all things 
; u are uncertain," who, if difcretion makes any 
part of his charadter, governs himfelf by that 

principle, in their education who does not 

reftrain them in a thoufand inftances ? whil$ 
yet the uneafinefs it gives, and the tears it 
cofts them, may probably never find that very, 
fmall recompence, which muft be the utmoft 
he can propofe from it. I fay, this recompence 
may, probably, never be found j a late eminent 
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Mathematician % having, upon an e?:adt calcu- 
lation, obferv d that one half of thofe, who 
are born, are dead in feventeen years time. 
. Some claim to a public fpirit, to a love of 
their country we find made by the generality 
of us, even in this very profligate age. But 
from him, whofe rule it is to favour himfelf, 
the public can have nothing to expedt -J*. 
Were this the prevailing principle among us > 
'tis obvious, how little regard would be fhewn 
to the common welfare. 

All of the learned profeffions would regu- 
late their application, by its fubferviency to 
the maintenance ; and think they had nothings 
' fo much to ftudy, as how to jnake their for- 
tune. 

Soldier and Sailor would have no notion 
of any honour, diftindt from their advantage 

of any obligation they could be under, 

when their pay might be fafe, to endanger 
their perfons. 

+ Dr. Halley. See Lowtborp's Abridgment of the Philo- 
fophicalTranfaftions, vol. 3d. 

f In iis adolefcentibus bonam fpem efle dicemus, & 
magnam indolem, quos fuis commodis infervituros, & 
quidquid ipfis cxpediat, fa&uros arbitramur ? Nonnc vi- 
demus, quanta perturbatio rerum omnium confequatur * 
quanta confufio ? Tull. de Fin. 1. 2. 

2 The 
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. The people would judge none fo fit to re* 
prcfent them, as thofe, who had been at the 
greateft expence in corrupting them : and the 
representatives of the people would fee narea- 
fon, why the whole of what was to be gained 
ihould go to their conftittients. 

In (hort, nothing but fupinenefs and floth 
— ■ ■ an attachment to their eafe and the gra- 
tification of their fenfes-— -low, unmanly 

ykw$ -purfuite throughout the moft fd- 

fifli and fordid would prevail, among all 
orders and degrees of men in any country, 
where the receiv'd doftine was, Favour your- 

Hence certainly is it, that not only the 
better conftituted governments, but even the 
nations of a lefs refin'd policy, have fo much 
eacourag'd an indifference to the fcanty por- 
tion 

* The more weak and impotent any creature is, of fo 
much the more narrow defigns muft it be. 'Tis an argu- 
ment of arj infirm and little foul, when men are wholly im- 
mers'd in themfelves, and confin'd to the gratifying of 
their brutiflbt appetites : Such perfons are ufually fid oman* 
tes fine rhaliy as Cicero fpeaks; great lovers of them- 
felves, but without any rival or competitor: If' they do 
attain their ends, they are of all others the moft ignoble 
and despicable, a kind of impotent vermiae amongft men j 
and if they fail of their ends, nothing can be more vain or 

mifer- 
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tion of life, here allotted us— to the conti- 
nuance, the eafe, tfce conveniencies of it j ex- 
citing, by various methods, each member of 
the community, to have chiefly at heart the 
public intereft — » to be ever diligent and 
adtive in promoting it— to fubmit to any 
difficulties for the fervice of his country, and 
to defpife death inks defence* 

Nor ,do we, univerfally, efteem any cha~ 
rafters more, than thofe of the perfons, whp 
have diftinguHh'd themfelves by their dif- 
intereftednefs— by their zeal few: the com* 
mon goo d » by their flighting all private 
advantages, that came in competition with 
it- - 

What has been the language of the more 
. generous Heathen, but the very reverie of Fa» 
swur tbyfelf? Plato advifes his friend Ar* 
CHYTas to confider, " that we are not bom 
" for ourfelves alone- — that our country, our 

miferable. Now the end that fuch men propofe to them- 
fclves being fmall and vile, and much below the nobility 
of the human nature, therefore no wonder, if they are put 
tp profecute it by unworthy means, by fecxet undermin- 
ings, crafty and frudulent furprifals, deftrudtion on the 
one hand, and bafe flattery and compliances on the other 
hand, all kind of courfes, without any confideration of 
what is houeft or juft, if it fcem but likely to promote 
their particular defign. JVllkins. 

" parents. 
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" pafents, our friends have their refpedtive 
" claims upon us." Epift. Ix. p. 35-8. vol. 3. 

ARISTOTLE, in fettling the true differ- 
ence between the lawful and culpable love 
of ourfelves, obferves, that fuch love of our- 
felves, is, undoubtedly, blameable, as induces 
us to feek as large a fhare, as may be* of 
wealth, honour and fenfual pleafure. He, 
afterwards, confiders a life of reafon and vir- 
tue, as the proper life of a Man ; and pro- 
nounces him the true lover of himfelf, who 
makes fuch a life his care. 

He goes on, " When all are intent on the 
Mc pra&ice of what is right, and each lays him- 
" felf out on the worthieft adtjons 5 the pub- 
" lie welfare will, thereby, be effectually pro- 
u vided for, and every private perfoa confult 
<c his own greateft happinefs. It is moft truly 
" faid of the good man, that he will ferve his 
<c friends and his country will do it, even 

at the expence of his life. For, as to 
• " wealth, ' honour, and all thofe other good*?, 
" about which there is fo much ftir in the 
" world, he will have no regard to them^ 
<c when they come into competition with the 
" difcharge of his duty. He will rather chufe 
" to live one year well, than many at ran- 
4< dom. He is juftly thought the good man. 

cc who 
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" \tfho has nothing fo much at heart, as how 
c f to aft rightly " ^ 
QTo mention another Greek writer j 
WXare born, fays the excellent Emperor 
Antoninus, to affift each other, 1. ii. §> 1. 
His counfel is, <c Whatfoever you do, do it 
<f with a view to your being a good man ; 
€< good, not in the ordinary, but in the ftridt 
cc and proper, fenfe of the word/* 1. iv. §. io* 
" In this delight yourfelf, in this acquiefce, in 
u pafling from one ufeful a&ion to another $ 
*< Hill mindful of the Deity." 1. vi. §. 7. 

" Whatfoever I do, fays he, by myfelf, or 
" the affiftance of others, ought wholly to be 
<c directed by what the common advantage 
<c requires. 1. vii. §. f. 

He, elfewhere, cenfures every action of 
ours, that has no reference either immediate- 
ly, or more remotely, to the duties of fecial 
life. 1. ix. §. 23. To defpife, fays Tully, 
and make no account of pleafure, life, wealth, 
in comparifon of the public welfare, is the 

part of a great and generous mind. A life 

of toil and trouble, in order to promote, if 
poffible, the good of all mankind, would be 
much more agreeable to nature, than to pafs 
one's days in folitude, not only without any 
care, but enjoying the greatcft pleafures, and 

I havinc; 
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having every thing that could be wanted, at 
command. De Off. 1. iii. 283, 284* 

We are all, according to Skkeca, members 
of one great body, Ep. 95. We muft con- 
fult the happinefs of others, if we would our 
own. The fame writer, in his Treatife of a 
Happy Life, mentioning what the man muft 
be, who may hope to pafs hence to the abodes 
of the celeffial Beings, fays, " That he lives; 
u as if he knew himfclf born for others » 
u confults in all he does the approbation of 
" his confeience — regulates his every adtion, 
c< by confidering it as well known to the pab- 

" lie, as it is to himfelf treats the whole 

" world as his country regards the Gods 

" as prefent wherever he is, and as remarking 
c< whatever he a£ts and fpeaks." 

True happinefs is, throughout this Aur 
thor's works, confiderd as deriv'd from Vir- 

tue from the fteady purfuit of what is right 

and our duty. 

These Reflexions will, I hope, appear not 
improperly introducing the confideration of 
the part we have to aft, as expectants of hap- 
pinefs in a future ftate ; which is the fubje& 
of the following Effay. 

This expectation does not, indeed, furnifh 
any employment of our time, that would not 

be 
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be comprehended under the heads, on which 
I have already enlarge ; but it is the ftrongeft 
poflihle enforcement of what they teach us. 

Can I fuppofe, that beyond the grave there 
is any happinefs prepaid for me, if I live un- 
mindful of the Privileges here vouchfafed me 
- — -if, when I'm plac'd above the beads, I 

will put myfelf upon a level with them 

if that fpiritual part of me *, which makes m6 
a fit fubjedt for this happinefs, benegledtedj 
and all my care and pains laid out on my 
body, on what was earth fo lately, and muft 
fo fpeedily be earth again ? 

Are there certain Difpofitions, which pre- 
pare us for, and which, by being perfe<5ted, 
probably conftitute the happinefs of, another 
life; and may. we hope to obtain it, when 
our purfuits contribute to fupprefs thefe Difc 
^ofitions, or when we are wholly regardlefs of 
cultivating them-f ? 

, What-> 

* Si, ut antiquis philofophis, hifque maximis, Jongeque 
clarijfmis placuit, aeternos animos, ac di vinos habemus 2 
ficexiftimandum eft, quo magis hi fuerint Temper in curfu, 
id eft, in ratione & inveftigandi cupiditate, & quo minus 
fe admifcuerint, atque implicuerint hominum vitiis atque 
erroribus, hoc illis faciliorem adfeenfum, & red i turn in 
ccelum fore. Tull. Fragm. 

f Nec enirn omnibus iidem ill! fapientes arbitrati funt 
1 2 eundem 
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Whatever I hope for in a future abode, 
I ought to think the reward of fomething here 
done by me ; and when the time for adtion 
here is fo fhort, even in its longeft continu- 
ance—when likewife our opportunities are 
fo few, and fome of them fo irrecoverably 
loft ; we muft conclude it moft fitting, in or- 
der to the fuccefs of our hopes, to embrace 
the opportunity before us ; not to negledt it, 
from a prefumption of finding others, which 
perhaps may never come ; or, if they do come, 
may be lefs favourable to us than the prefent ; 
but to derive from this every advantage, it i$ 
capable of yielding us. 

Further, if, according to the greater or 
lefs ufe, of which we make ourfelves to our 
fellow-creatures, we more or lefs anfwer the 
end of our Creation ; we muft conceive thid 
to be a Point, our fpecial regard to which will 
be the neceflary confequence of the views, we 
have beyond the grave. The blifs, we then- 
promife ourfelves, cannot be thought a likelier 
reward of any pradUce, than of that, which 
aims at the moft extenfive good ; nor can one 
of common fenfe think fuch happinefs likely 

fundem curfum in coehim patcrc. Nam vitiis & federi* 
bus contaminates deprimi in tenebras, atque in cceno 
jacerc docuerunt. TulL Fragm. 

to 
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to be our portion, after a life fpent as unpro- 
fitably, as that of thofe creatures, the whole 
of whofe fatisfaftions we all confine to thofe, 
they at prefent enjoy -to their prefent ex- 
igence. Hence what we hope for after our- 
removal from this world, will be perpetually 
urging us to do the moft we can, during our 
flay in it, for the good of mankind $ and mull 
be a motive thereto of the greateft weight. 

Thus, likewife, when I contemplate a more 
defirable ftate of being, than what I am now 
placed in, awaiting me at my departure hence ; 
as it is impoffible, that I fhould not at the 
fame time take into my confideration, to 
whom I muft owe this bleffing, from whom 
alone it can be receiv'd ; I muft hereby be ne- 
ceflarily led to a great defirc of pleafing Him, 
from whom it is to come ; and therefore, to 
all fuch application to Him, and acknowledg- 
ment of his excellencies, as can be fuppos'd 
due from and requir'd of me, 

To all the feveral tafks I have mentioned, 
we are thus particularly dire&ed, by attending 
to the happinefs referv'd for us ; the confider- 
ation of it thus ftrongly enforces their per- 
formance. 



How 
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How far it mull in general contribute to the 
beft employment of our time, the following 
Obfervations may, I hope, fully convince us ; 

* If we.furvey the things, on the value of 
which we are univerfally agreed, we (hall per- 
ceive few, if any, of them obtain'd or fecur*d t 
without more or lefs care on our part $ and 
fome of them only the recompence ofour pain- 
fuleft endeavours. The long enjoyment of 
health is in vain expedted, if we wholly de- 
cline the fatigue of fexercife, and the unea&? 
nefs of felf-denial. The greateft eftate muft 
at length be wafted by him, who will bte at 

no trouble in the management of it who 

jfannot torment his brains with examining *> 
pounfs, end regulating the various articles of a 
large expence, Whofe power is fo eflahlifh- 
ed, that the prefervation of it cofts him not 
much folicitude — many anxious thoughts $ 
and compels him not, to mortify himfelf in 
numerous inftanpes ? This: is the bafe of them, 
^hori* we efieem the moft fortunate of their 

f TZv irbvav <9wX\sfiv Sjjffp i*iv\& r* aya&£ $6 01. Epichar. 
Tay ovtuv dyctSvv KttKvv *<Piv clyiv <nw* iTtty&KzijJus, 
Jsoi AiMturtv tivd-fuToif. Xcn. de fad. &di£l.6ocr. 
IlfoiiLetiAtv 7ra$tt,yinTAi. Epi&et. 

Nop eft quod ullam quftimeq cflc firje labprc Virtu* 
Sen. 
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kind. As to the generality, how difficult jio 
they find the acquisition of the meaneft of 
thefe advantages ? Wiiat years of diligence 
does it coil them/ to xaife but a moderate for- 
tune ? Vafl: numbers we finil ftruggling, 
throughout their lives, for a hare fupport. 

The chief Weffings of life—— the goods 
inoft worthy our purfuit, are not .only for the 
mofi part, but altogether, the fruits of long 
and unwearied endeavours after them. Where 
is the very ufcful-art,Jthat<:an he learn 'd, with- 
out a clofe and tedious application; » that 

we can make any tolerable progrefs in, before 
many of our days are pafs'd? How much, 

and what an attentive experience . what 

repeated obfervatipns, and how exa<5t a rea- 
soning upon them, are neceflary to form us 
to any degree of wifdom? Duely to regulate 

our paffions to have them under com- 

jnand, rightly directed, and more or lefs warm, 
proportionally to the iilfluence their objedfc 
has .upon our happinefs, will coft us, as every 
one is fenfible *, a watchfulnefs and care of 
fuch continuance, as -is fubmitted 10 by few 
even of thofe, who beft know, liow far it 

Arift. Ethic 

1 4 would 
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would be overpaid by the good that it pur* 
chafes, 

If then we pay fo dear for every fatisfadtion, 
we now enjoy if there be nothing defina- 
ble on earthy which has not its price of labour 
fet upon it, and what is moft defirable, comes 
to us by the moil: labour ; who in his wits can 
believe, that happinefs, far exceeding the ut* 
moft in our prefent ftate, will at length be 
our portion, without any iblicitude we need 

be at about it *\> without any qualifications 

we have to acquire, in order to it?—— with* 
out any pains we are to take after it ? No- 
thing in Paganifm, or Mobammedifm, nothing 
in Popery is fo abfurd as this fuppofition. 

There is an uniformity, in all the proceed* 
ings of God. As they are all grounded on an 
unerring wifdom, they muft teftify their cor* 
refpondence to it> by what they have to each 
other : and fo we find they do in all cafes, 
wherein we can fafiiom them. We know 
not, indeed, in what way we are to be made 
happy, in another life 5 but mtb what our be- 
ing fo is conne&ed - — on what it muft de- 
pend, we are fufficiently inftrudted. The 

f Nc tlli falfi funt, qui divorfiffimas res pariter expec- 
tant, igtuvix voluptttein, & premia virtutis, Salluft, 

means 
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means of making ourfelves thus happy, which 
are put in our power, plainly teach, that by 
their ufe it muft be efle&ed. Lefler goods, 
deriv'd to us only by our care and induftry, 
demonftrate how we are to fecure greater. 
The chief bleffings, that are now within our 
reach, being never vouchfafed but to our ex* 
traordinary efforts — to oar moft earneft en- 
deavours to gain them, lead us to the fulleft 
convidion, That the fame muft be the con- 
dition of whatever enjoyments, we can pro- 
mife ourfelves after our death— —that they 
will only be the reward of the diligence, with 
which they have been fought — of the dif- 
ficulties, their purfuit has occafioned us *. 

The Atheift himfelf — he, who, having 
po views beyond this world, gives his lufts 
their full range in it, ads with abundantly 
more fenfe and confiftency, than he ; who* 
full of the hopes of immortality, yet confults 
his humour or his eafe, his pleafure or fats 
profit, regardlefs of any underftanding, he has 
to improve, or any progreft in virtue, he hag 
to make. Nor is there any thing, that fo much 
confirms the irreligious man in his bad prin- 

* L' Efprit dc la Religion eft de nous porter a faire avec 
effort dcs chofei gramta & difficiles. Dt t Efprit des 

ciples, 
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ciples, as hi6 obferving this condu& m them, 
who profefs to believe a God and another life* 
He thinks, and, I muft own, but too juftly, 
that it is the fame thing, not to be influenced 
by fuch a belief, and not to .have it — ►that it 
is even much mote xeafonable, to give up all 
expectations of future ihappinefs, than to ex* 
pe£t it, and yet do nothing in order to it, do 
nothing, that can appear at all •qualifying us 
for, or entitling us to, it : in a word, he rightly 
thinks that, fuppofing there be a God of that 
perfb&jufticeand wifdom which are attributed 
to Him, He cannot make any difference here* 
after between them, who have abfolutely de- 
nied his Juftice his Wifdom — nay his 

very Being; and them, who, with all their 
acknowledgments of Him and his perfections, 
WMftld yet never facrifice any of their inclina- 
tions tQ Him — -would not be at any pains to 
know his will ; or, if they did know it, would 
only fo far obey it, .a; it was agreeable to their 
own* 

I hardly can quit this Subject So great 
is the danger — fo certain, I may fay, is the 
mifchiefjof perfuading ourfelves, than an eter- 
nal happinefs will recompence the little we do 
to fecure it; that I fcarcely know, when I 

have 
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jftve faid enough, to evince what amduft 
alone it can reward. 

. As the vifiblc world is the only tmiverfal 
guide to our conje&ures on the invifible, and 
therein, as I have obferv'd, the method of 
Providence, ift difpenfing its bleffings, is ma- 
nifeft to every eye ; all thofe which can ffloft 
engage our wifhes, depending wholly on what 
we do to obtain them : as, lifaewife, whether 
we confiderthe wifdom of God, or his truth, 
or hisjuftice, they aid <x)ncar in teaching u« 
thisiefion, thaUn ever<:o«tinfumg felicity can 
only be prepar'd for a diftingi&ilh'd virtues 
As things, I iky, are thus $ may it not pro- 
perly be aik^ What can it be, that fo ftrangefp 
infatuates us-— that poffefles us with hopea 

fo extravagantly abfurd that makes a jwnv 

frit £6 lazy and retails, whidh ought to fee fo 
vigorous 2nd tmmierrupted ? I know not What 
this poflibly can be, but, either, the If umbers 
that countenance our pra&ice, or, the Reliance 
we have on the Deity's unbounded Good- 
liefc. 

As to the former, how little ftrefs we fhould 
Jay on numbers, will be evident from &«(e 
fow wofi^erations. 

First* 
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First, * They, who in every age, are moft 
commended for their wifdom and prudence, 
never take the multitude for their pattern ; 
but, on the other hand, conftantly live in a 
diredt oppofition to its practices, and difiuade 
all, to whom, they are well-wifhers, from 
them. 

Secondly, Thofe follies and vices, which 
are the reproach of numbers, are not; there- 
fore, the lefs mifchievous in their confequences. 
The increafing multitudes of the lewd and 
drunken do not, in any inftance, occafion lewd- 
nefs and drunkennefs to have more favourable 
circumftances attending them, either with re- 
fpedl to the perfons, or the pofterity of the 
guilty : and if God be, in no inftance, more 
favourable to the vicious in this world, becaufe 
of their numbers ; we have hence too fad a 
proof, that they have not the leaft ground to 
expeft, He fliould be fo in the next. 

* Nunquam volui populo placcrc— Quis hoc ? ufc- 
quis: Epicurus. Sed idem hoc omnes tibi exomni do- 
mo conclamabunt, Peripatetici, Academici, Stoici, Cy- 
nici. Quia enim placere poteft populo, cui placet virtus ? 

Eft philofophia paucis contenta judicibus, multitudinem 
confulto fugiens. Tull. Tuft, %u*ft. 1. 2. 

< 
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Thirdly, What we call great numbers* 
are, probably, inrefpe&of the whole creation 
of rational Beings, extremely few ; perhaps no 
more than fome few grains of land, in com- 
panion of thofe amazing heaps,that overfpread 
the defarts of the earth, and fhores of the ocean. 
Suppofing, therefore, all offenders among the 
human kind, punifh'd by God, according to 
their defer ts; that puniihment, as extenfiveafc 
it may appear, might, really, be no more thaii 
making examples of a very fmall, of the very 
■ fmalleft, part of his creatures, for the good of 
the reft— -for preferving innumerable mil- 
lions— —an infinite race, in their due obe- 
dience. 

Fourthly, An effablifhed order taking 
place in all the works of God, that we are ac- 
quainted with; every thing in the natural 
world being fubje&ed to certain laws ; and in 
the moral world, Good having ftill a tenden- 
cy to produce Good, nor ever failing to do it, 
unlefs from fome accidental hindrances ; and 
Evil, when things are in their proper courfc^ 
producing Evil ; we have very ftrong reafon to 
believe, that an unchangeable God — He, 
whofc wifdom uniformly difplays itfelf, has 
fix'd things thus, that thus they will pro- 
ceed to all Eternity ; Good following from 

Good 
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Good, Evil from Evil; with this difference 
alone, with rcfpe£t to us, in another ftate, 
That all hindrances of the natural confequences 
of things will there be remov'd —Nothing 
will prevent the virtuous man's reaping the 
fruits of his virtue ; nor will any thing hinder 
the whole of the difmal effefts of vice from 
being felt by them, who have here allow'd 
themfelves in it. And, if this be the cafe, 
than which nothing is more probable * % it is 
then quite clear, that all the hopes of the 
guilty from their numbers, muft be utterly 

vain that it would be full as reafonable, to 

think a plague could not be a dangerous di~ 
ftemper, becaufe it is fo infedtious an one ; as 

* Veriffimum credo, miferiamimpcriorum exipfa con- 
ftitutione peccantium oriri, & elediones pravas naturae 
legibus fequi. 

Videmus corpora noftra pofle in perpetuum mutilari, & 
artus ita diflocari & diftorqueri, ut penitus ad adiones* 
quibus natura deftinantur, inepti fiant. Cur non idem 
de mente fentiendum, fcilicet pofle illam pravis eleftioni- 
bus, paffionibus, & affeftibus ita a redo cpgitandi tra- 
mite detorqueri, ut non minus ad regendas a&iones, prout 
refta ratio fuadet, inhabilis & inepta fiat, quam mancus 
pedibus ad curfum? — —Si Deus igitur omnipotentiam 
non interponat ; iidem errores, eadem ignorantia, iidem 
perverfse mentis habitus, & obftinata in mala propenfio, 
quas nos a tramite re&o hie deducunt, in aeternum nobif- 
cum maneant, &c. King, de Orig Mali. 

to 
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to think, that We lhall be fafe amidft our 
crimes, becaufe of the multitude, who (hare 
them. 

With regard to the Goodnefs of God> how 
groundlefs our reliance muft be upon it, when 
we a£t contrary to the ends, for which we 
were made when we negledi our opportu- 
nities, and abufe our capacities, will, I hope, 
be fufficiently plain to us, if we attend to the 
following fhort Remarks. 

1. We afcribc Goodnefs to God, as a per- 
fection y but nothing can be a perfection in 
Him, which has, morally fpeaking, a neceC- 
fary tendency to make his creatures lefs per- 
fect — lefs careful to anfwer the ends of their 
creation ; and this the divine Goodnefs would 
certainly do, if it were indeed fuch, as allow'd 
us nothing to fear, though we negleCted to 
ufe rightly the abilities and opportunities af* 
forded us *. 

2. As God is the Governor of the world- 
is acknowledge fo by all, who own his be- 
ing ; we muft, therefore, confider his Good- 
nefs, as that of a Governor, or, as confident 
with, and agreeable to, a wife government : 

i&v j*A jcojAiW/, K&T&KiKiv&v. Plut. Apophtheg. 
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but can this be faid of his Goodnefs, if it ex- 
empt from all punifliment our wilful and con- 
tinued difobedience to his Laws, and thereby 
encourage us to difobcy them ? 

3. One Attribute or Perfection of the Deity 
cannot clafh with another; his Goodnefs, for 
inftance, with his juftice : but the punifh- 
ment of evil is as much a part of Juftice, as 
the rewarding of good. To treat evil, as if 
it were not evil, can neither be agreeable to 
Juftice or Truth ; and this would be the cafe 

Evil would be regarded, as if it were not 
«vil, did the Goodnefs of God fo favour the 
wilful offender, that his crimes would never 
receive their defert. 

4, To reftrain evil, to obftrudt its pfrogreis^ 
muft be the care of a good Governor $ nay^ 
would be the fureft proof of his Goodnefs. * 
To punifti, therefore, fuch as ad contrary to 
the law of their nature — contrary to the 
well-being of Society, and therein contrary to 
their own and the common happinefs, is not 
only a part of Juftice, but even of Goodnefs 
itfelf. We could not cortfider God as good, 
had He not properly guarded againft his Crea- 

• XlSf ovt& xw**U U W tq7( mrnfui uriKfU ir/. Pint, 
dc Adul. & Am. dif, , . . 
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tiireikcorrupting themfelves, and againft that 
corraptiofrexteriding itfelf: and. what are the 
Difcouragements to this* but in the way of 
punifhment — -but by the fufFerings, the 
guilty have to fear? The more there are/ who 
a£t in defiance of thefe fufFerings, the morg 
neceflary it becomes to inflid them 5 and of- 
fenders can have no reafon to think, that the 
mercy of God will fpare them, when the 
greateft, mercy is fhewn, in obviating the mif- 
chief of fuch examples, by treating them ac-» 
cording to what they have deferv'd. 

Let us behold the Goodnefs of God, in this 
light; and this is that, in which we ought to 
fee it— this is its t true reprefentation ; and 
thus feen, it cannot but convince us, how im- 
pqffible it is that we fhould have any thing 
to hope after a life unprofitably, vainly fpent 
- — how much fuch a Life has necejfarily to 
fear. * 

. I am fure I need make no apology for the 
length of the two following extradts. 

What are the natural confequences and con* 
nexions of things , but the refult of that order 
and difpofition of things, which God originally 
eftablifhed in the creation ? And the very fame 
fewer which eftablifhed and preferves this or- 
der of nature, has appointed likewife the con* 

K mxion 
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flexion of confequences in the progrefs of thfc 
moral ftate of the world. However different 
therefore the manner and method of God s 
Operations may be, in thefe two different go* 
vernments of fuch <oery different kinds of fub- 
jc&s $ yet the operation may, in eacb t be efuaU. 
hf regular in its kind and the proper efftit 
or event, correfponding to the antecedent 
caufe, whether in xht natural or moral worlds 
may be alike certain and invariable in both. 
When, in the eourfc of nature % we fee grain, 
fown in the earth, produce regularly and uni- 
formly, after certain ftated periods of time, 
fruit of the fame kind with that which Was 
fown 5 we are very apt to let the wonder flip 
out of our minds, and lofe the whole force 
of its impreffion, merely by affixing to it a 
word of no lignification, and calling it by the 
name of natural ; whereas, in truth, inanimate 
nature is nothing but an empty found ; unin- 
telligent Agents and Powers (as we impro*» 
perly call them), are nothing but mere infiru-* 
ments ; and the whole effeft is reaUy the Ope- 
ration of Him, who is the author and God of 
nature. By the diffofkion and appointment of 
the fame author and ruler of the univerfe, die 
moral confequences and connexions of things 
do, in tkeir proper manner, and at t&eirprtper 
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feafonsy take place in the world. And could 
<our faculties extend themfelves, to take in At 
one view thole larger periods of the divine 
difpenfations, on which depends the harmony 
and bektlty of thfe moiral world ; in like man- 
tier as oar experience enables us to contem^ 
jjfctte iht yearly products of nature i We fhould 
then probably be. ho more ftruck with won- 
der, at the feemlng forbearing of providence 
to ihterpofe at prefent in the ordering of the 
mdril ftatfe of the world $ than we ate now 
furpri£ed, in the regular courfe of nature, to 
fee grain lye as it Were dead in the earth in 
winter* Suid fefcffiihgly diflblving into corrup- 
tion ; and yet, Without fail, at the return of 
its proper feafon, bringing forth the certain 
partiCilkr fruit, df which it was the feed.— — 
It is not only true, that God has aBually fet 
before metf fuch and fuch promifes and threat- 
ftingfc y but probably it will be found true al- 
fb, at the final iflfue and event of things, that 
he has appointed by &s clofe and regular a con- 
kixiotty iri morals as in naturals^ that whatfo- 
jttftt a man foweth, That (hall he alfo reap. 

Clarke's Serin, vol. 7. 



If is a moft grofs miftake, and men are of 
dull and ftupid fpirits, who think that that 
K z ftate 
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ftate \yhiph we call Hell % is an incommodious 
place only, and that God by his fovereignty 
throws men therein : Hell arifes out of a man's 
felf; and Hell's fewel is the guilt of a man's 
\hhfcience. — -Heaven lies in a refin'd temper, 
in -an eterpal reconciliation to the nature of 
*Cod, and to > the rulef qF rlghteWhefs. r Both 
J Hell and Heaven have their foundation with- 
in men / » Man's mifery is not by pofitive 
'infliction.-— The wicked think that if God 
would, they may pleafe themfelves 5 and that 
it is the will of God only that limits and re- 
trains them : And they think, that they were 
out of danger, if God would forbear * pofitive 
.infiiSlion. This is the grand miftake. Hell 
is not a pofitive inflidtion.— Vertue hath 
'Reward arifing out of it/elf ; fb fin hath pu- 
nijlment.—* Hell is the natural iflue of crea- 
tures being wanting to themfelves, and con- 

tradi&ing the principles of God's creation. 

It is a form of words, that, when I weflkcon- 
fider'd, I could not overlook $ Sinners do re- 
ceive in (or from) themfelves the recompense 
of their error. Rom. i. 27. Np one that fails 
or mifcarries, comes to mifery by any Sove- 
reignty, any Pleafure, any thing that is arbi- 
trary > any thing that is in itfelf unavoidable. 

- Vertue and Vice are the foundations q( 

peace 
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peace and bappinefs y or forrow and mifery. 
There is an inherent punifliment belonging 
to all Naughtincfs: And No Power can dU 
vide and feperate them ; but fhey will follow 
one another. Wbicbcofs Ser. 




The C O NCL US IO N, 

AS the defign of ' thefe EJfays is to rc* : 
commend that Employment of Time, ' 
which fuits our refpedfcive capacities and fta-' 

tions the feveral relations, in which w# 

ftand, and the hopes we entertain $ I will con- 
clude them with obferving, more particularly, 
how ufefully to the public to their So- 
vereign, and to themfelves, the noble Perfons 
in the adminiftration might be employ'd, if* 
it were fome part of their care, to promote 
that fenfe of duty among us, the prevailing 
want of which we have, at prefent, fuch un- 
happy reafon to lament. 

I cannot, indeed, hear of the public af- 
fairs being chiefly dire&ed by Their counfels ' 
who have the popular voice fo favourable to 
their moral character ; but I muft pleafe my- 
£ 3 fejf 
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feif \vith th? thoughts, Ujat time i$at hzpd^ 
wj^n> d#$ncy a$d virtye will be qa theif r«>- 
tufi> to ys— vyb^n falhioa will co^nt^n^ocq 
d«t^j^ yice 4 w^fe-j^Y^ unrcformV^ will 
yet feck to be conceaj ^ 

Difficult J grant it, to find the remedy 
for fuch wide~fpred corruption ; but the coun- 
fels, that have overcome die difficulties, in 
which we lately faw ourfelvcs, may be thought 
equal to any. 

Who that, two years fince* y cpnfider'd the 
fuppri<yi£y o£ our cn^i^s— the we^kn^fs 
pf our Mty?? — "tksir v ^ effort?^ notwith- 
ftandipg the large fuppjies we affprded them, 
agd our utter inability to continue tfoofe fup- 
plies i who) tfrat confider'd all this, did not 
prefage. sn ep4 to the war, then carrying on, 
^j^ck wovdd be but $n encouragement to re* 
new it — aij.end to it by thpfe cefjions, which 
would increase the pqw er °f. th? conquerQr^ 
an$ leflen tl)at, ftpqi . whigh alone there wa$ 
any hope pfrefiflifjg hini? 

They, wbp were moft jealous of their counr 
try's honour, thought it fufjiciently fecur'd, if 
our confederates, by giving up a few of the 
fondles taken frpqa them, could have the reft 

* The firft edition of theft Eflays in 1750. 

*57 
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fbty had loft, reftor d ; and what they pof* 
fe&'d, confirm'd to them. 

How plcafing the view of an event, fo fat 
beyond our moft fanguine expectations ! The 
wifdom of the Adminiftration found the happy 
expedient of {procuring peace to Europe », oii 
terms^ that our warmcft hopes could not p?o* 
pofe to themfeivqs — * of fettling a pelctf 
agreeable to every Power, with which we wet* 
united ; a peace, by which our Allies regfcirt 
all that War had taken from them > and <whicb r 
in. that very drcutnftance, has its tontinuanc* 
provided for, as far ar human foreflght cm 
provide for it y nothing being more likely to 
prevent the attempting conqucfts, than to de~ 
ftroythe hopes of keeping them. 

Tust who have, with fuch addrefs, re- 
moved the danger, we had to apprehend fro» 
ou* enemy's power, may well be thought 
able to remedy, in fbme degree, the much 
greater we are in, from our own vices. 

If, as is, unqueftionably, the cafe, " Laws 
" are vaiji without Morals */' the well-being 

of 

* Quid leges fine moribus. 
Vanae proficiuftt ? Hor. 1. 3. OcL 24. 
Dove la materia e corrotta le leggi bene ordinate non 
giovano. Machiavel. Dift f fopra T. Liv. 1. I. e. j 7. 

K 4 Nan 
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of any Nation depends: as much upon its Vir« 
tue, as upon its Laws. Slow the fteps mjiy bo, 
by which the deftru&ion of the moft profli- 
gate people advances ; as the moft intemperate 
man may be feveral years fuch, before he ruins 
his conftitution: but the event, in each cafe, 
is alike certain. It is as certain, that vice will- 
at length deftroy any State, as that it will de- 
ftroy any Individual. Every thing, We have- 
to fear of this kind, is, we fancy, in all proba^ 
kility> fo remote, that it need not give us any* 
concern. I heartily wifti, that it may prove 
as diftant, as it is beliffv'd; but what we like, 
we, in moft inftances, mifcall likely ; and there 
are many reafons to conclude, that we do it in 
the -^rsfent. 

Avmit there were no ground tp apprehend, 
tfrat lb terrible an eflFc<3t of our immorality 
Qould foon tske place ;*yet may this immora- 
lity very reafonably alarm our Governors, 
from the difficulties it muft create them, in 
the difcharge of their truft. 

Non fi trovano ne leggi, ne ordini, che baftino a fre- 

jiare una univcrfale corruttione Come i buoni cof- 

jtumi, per mantenerfi, hanno bifogno delle leggi, cofi 
le leggi, per oQcrvarfi, hanno bifogni di buoni coftumi. 
Cap, 18. 

It 
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* * l«r is "an bbfcrvatidn of A r 1 stot lb*, 
"'That the mtft virtuous, tho* they have the 
<c beft'plea to raife commotions in a State, are; 

notwithftanding, of All the fertheft from 
<? doing it." Tbey may, the moft plaufibly/ 
difturb the peace of- the commonwealth; to 
place themfelves at the head of it, as they beffc 
deferve that ftation ; yet is it what they will 
nefcer feck, by fuch a method. . But it is a very 
fmall part of their praife, that the public quiet 
will never fuffer, from their ambitious views p 
they, have none, by which it will be endan- f 
ger'd. To promote it is their principal con-- 
cern. 

The virtuous man makes all the allowance,: 
to which his Superiors are entitled, from fuchi 
a-vatiety of affairs under their notice— — from 
fuch different humours and tempers, as. they 1 
have to manage — — fo frequently obliged to 
fee and hear with the eyes and ears of others* 
— ~fo befet with thofe, who endeavour to de~ 

ceive them fo utterly unable to guard 

againft the treachery, or perverfenefs, or fel- 
fifhnefs of many, they muft employ — fo often- 
cpnftrain'd to purfue the meafures, they difap- 

prove;; 
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prove* to Uke the they aie fartheft 

from deferring * to conceal what tyaolct be 
their fullefi vihdic*jfoft~-~fo Incapablfeotf gra- 
tifying evcrjr firitoi y add m moft of tfar fit- 
touts they aaofbr, granting to one whtt ma* 
sy folicit ; their compliance being by no meant 
6im to obMge, whilft their fefufal is aiwayf 
4Gffiam to ddguft* 

Jf# ftudics, in the way fiutable to his flati&r, 
to render the adminiftration of government 
eafy \ that they who arc fitteft for, may be in- 
vited to, it — that they may not be indued 
to decline it, from any ill returns their endca- 
vours for the common good can expedt, from 
any hard cenfure or unreafbnable oppofitibn, 
they have to fear. 

On what is well done by a Miniftry*«iifir 
beftbws all the praife due to it, both as being 
due, and as there is not a ftronger incitement 
to proceed in worthy actions, than the juft 
acknowledgment of thofe, that have been per- 
formed. 

The magistrates proceedings receive from 
him, always, the moft favourable conftrudion ; - 
as they have an efpecial claim to it, and as- 
the fuppofal, where- ever it can be rcafonably 
made, that faults have been avoided, is no 
fmall check on "their being multiply cl. 

Where 
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WflER? failures arc mapifeft, He. i§ faring 
in cenforing them,; Ipipwijig that the bc^k apd 
wileft may err, and that feverity of reproach 
will rather oecafion aft indifference toward* 
the wrong, that has been done, than a difpo- 
fition to reftify it. 

Jfis warmA/t fippofition has nothing view, 
but that right measures may bepurfu'd, and U.. 
wholly, governed by the confiderations, likelic(l 
to produce them : it forbears toexafpe*ate-r-~. 
fcfeks to convince- — evidences regret, that it : 
fhould have ever been required ; and only 
its continuance in that of its jqft caufe. 

How, on the other hand, do the vices of 
a natign operate on its Government? 

1 T&at certain Poverty, in wliich the idle . 
keep,, and into which tfa£ extravagant bring 
themfelves, they confontly make the fault o£, 
their Rulers. 

They, who will not work, or wlio fpendL 
more, than they can gctin by their work, are 
always loud in their clamours again ft a ma* 
nagement of affairs, that ftarves them. It is 
not any mifcondud of his own, that breaks 
the Trader, but the decay of Trade. The 
n>an of an eftate is not ruin'd by living be- 
yond it, but by the Taxes, with whidh it is 
)>urthei}'d. Whoever Conveniences the bad 

feel, 
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ftel, they arc fare to charge on a bad admi- 
niftration. Prefs'd by their wants, their ftudy 
is to embroil. Their refource is; Diforder; 
which, therefore, they induftrioufly promote 5 
as the neceffitous villain fires the houfe, he is 
defirous to plunder. . 

' Among the caufes, affign'd by', the Poet, 
of the civil war he makes hisfubjed, we have ' 
this — It was * Multis utile \ Many found their 
interefi in it. The many> whom their vices 
had beggar'd, or would do it fobn, were only 
to be help'd by fuchi a general confufiori as, 
putting the Law out of its courfe, licens'd the 
violence, that would enrich them. 

What the Roman State fuffer'd from its 
neceffitous members, every State may, like- 
wife, reafonably fear. A number of men 
without property and principle, in whatever 
c()untry they are, muft be regarded as avow'd 
enemies to its peacp— — as ever ready to ex- 
cite, or foment, thofe tumults, from which, 
let who will fufFer, they will gain. 

Be the moft favourable cafe fupposM, that 
they are not tempted to feek a fupport from 
the diftrefs of their Superiors, as having one 
from their liberality: what uneafinefs and 

* Multis utile bellum. Lucani PharfA. 1. 18*. 

trouble 
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trouble even then enfue from men never to be 
Satisfied ? Always indigent, they are always 
'importuning : Let their intereft be promoted, 
tbty regard not whofe is prejudic'd : in every 
truft conferred on them y wholly attentive to 
the profit it will yield, they give themfelves 
'no concern how it ought to be difcharg'd, or 
what odium their Patron muft incur, by their 
'failure indue difcharge of it. No reliance 
jyj to be had on any fervice from them, but as 
'it makes for their advantage. Ready, indeed, 
-they may be, while it fuits their felfifh views, 
to obey Directions ; but a? ready they, gene- 
rally > are to betray their Dire&or, and always 
difpos'd, when they fee his power declining, 
'to defert him. Wretches ! who can only be 
favour'd, when wanted ; and who, therefore, 
dread nothing more, than to have the public 
in fuch a happy fituation, that they, who 
condu<3 its affairs, need no fupport, but what 
tKey can have from their own abilities and 
integrity. 

Much trouble an adminiftration may ap- 
prehend from them, whom vice hath made, 
or keeps indigent ; when they are prompted by 
none, of any rank or fortune, to turbulent and 
fcditious attempts. But how much worfe has 
it tp fear, when fuch Perfous have, for their 

Leader^ 
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. Leaders, men of fortune ^fid rank, but bt no 
Confeienci — giving full fcopc to their fcrivy, 
6r ambition, or the rage their difappttifitiiienfe 
treate? Thefe, fo fuppbrted, thbUt be able 
frequently to diftrefs a goverttnterit, hofr wife 
foever the mcafures may be, which it parities. 
Nor will they have only die ftttdy pfelftgate 
to j6ih them in their oppofitioft, but ftifcklnjg 
*t no falfehdod— ^-profeflirlg thfenlfelVes Ifi- 
ihicnc'd by the riobleft principle- — avoWhI| 
the love of their country to be the fote motive 
of their conduit — -difclaitaing all manner of 
felfifh views — having ever in their mouths 
Liberty, Property, Public Good *j Many, of 
the bed intentions, will be deeded by them* 
and ready to go into any fchenle of tediicing 
a Power, the abufe of which gives fiich wor- 
thy patriots fo deep a concern j*. 

These confiderations will hold, uttder &Srd$ 
Prince we can have ; they will be argument!, 

* Libertas & Jpeciofa nomina pratexuntur; 
Nec quifquam alienum fervitium, & domina~ 
tionem fibi concupivit, ut non eadem ifia voea- 
bula ufurparet. Tacit. Hift. 1. 4. 

t Livy fpeaking of M. Minucius, fays— Premendorudi 
fiipcriomm arte (qua PESSIMA ARS niniis profptrit 4 
multorum fac*dHwcrcvit) fcfc cxtolle^at. L. 22. 

why 
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why his Minifters fhould not be indifferent, 
what notions of duty obtain among us. But 
the friends to the reigning family are to regard 
its interefts, as more elpecially affedted by a 
prevailing Libertinifm. 

Thev, wJjo have no fenfe of Religion, judge 
it of^no confequence, what their Prince's Re- 
ligion is — -whether he is of any or none-— 
is Atheift or Drift, Papift or Preteftani : ready 
to fuit the profeffion of their faith to what he 
declares bis, they are quite unooneern'd what 
. it may be. Nothing appears to them more 
riditulous, than to be under any attachment 
to thick Sovereign, for the manner of worfhip 
he cotititenahces — for his favouring th* 
Church of England* more than the Church 
6f Rome. All, therefore, who think thus* 
can be neither enemies to the Pretender to the 
Crown, nor friends to the pofleflbr of it, from 
any motive of conference, or, from that prin- 
ciple, which makes us a& with the greateft 
fpirit and vigour, both againft them, whom it 
induces us to oppofe ; and for them, whom 
it engages us to defend. 

Let, then, the Papifts increafe their num- 
bers, as it is much to be fear'd they do, or 
but continue as numerous as they are, while 
the members of the reform'd Churches are be- 
coming 
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.coming only fuch in name, full as regardlefs 
:of :any other religious perfuafion, as of the pa- 

jpi£h 5 Tbeperfon, whom the former would 

make our Ruler, will have a large Body of men, 
fome of them confiderable for their rank, and 
-many of them for their fortune, united to 
Jum, by the ftrongeft tie, mankind can be un- 
der to any~-efpoufing his intereft upon views, 
that will keep them firm to it, whatever. bit 
difappointments may be, or their fufierings 

— exadtly apprised of their.ftrength a&ing 

in perfedt concert * — -capable of profecuting 
their defigns without fear of a difcovery ; and, 
on any profpedt of fuccefs, fure to find at Jhand 
the moll powerful foreign fupport. He, on 
the other hand, who is, and whom ttiay Pro*, 
vidence long continue, our Sovereign ! will 
have bit caufe efpous'd upon confederations, 
that have no fuch force —that wholly regard 
prefent convenience, and therefore muft be .as 
mutable, as fuch convenience — that, upon 
every trifling difguft, are overlooks ; and 
would be of no manner of weight, when there 
appears much danger, or little advantage,- in 
adhering to him. He cannot know, on whom 

• There is more ftrength in Union, than in Number. 
Halifax's Polk. Thoughts. 

he 
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he nia^ defterid : By far the greateft part of 
tKbfej he hiuft eitiploy, will think of nothing 
fo riiuch; as fakihg cafe of theftifelves — theit 
ctturtfelfe Will be different, as their fchemes * 
all dehtringiti their private intereft: and when 
this th tb regrilftte their fecrecy, their fidelity* 
lH8ir zeal, it ftiiift be obvious, how far thcfe 
mil prcfceed. 

Will, tt be faid, that they who are not at- 
tifch'd to a Proteftant Prince, from the confi- 
deration of his being fuch, are moft firmly fo, 
from the regard they hive to their Liberty and 
Property? 

The Papifts would anfwer, That they know 
hot any connexion between a Popifti and an 
Arbitrary ruler - — That they have a large 
fliifc of property., and Cannot be fuppos'd to 
have the leaft relifli of flavery That, think- 
ing as we do of our civil rights, and having 
the fame defire with us to preferve them, tRey 
touft: have the fame averfion to any Prince, 

Who is likely to invade them That Princes 

of all religions agree in the endeavour to in- 
creafe their power j and perhaps as many at- 
tempts towards it may have been made by 
thofe, who have been no Papifts, as by thoie, 
Who have been the moft bigotted. 

L Ir 
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It, certainly, may be truly anfwer'd, That 
common foldiers and common fea-men, day- 
labourers and the meaner artificers can have 
very little inducement to defend any govern- 
ment, from the property and civil liberty un- 
der it, which is their fhare ; and that, in the 
cafe fuppos'd of an univerfal corruption in our 
morals, the greateft part of thofe in a higher 
rank muft be either fodiftrefs'd by their vices, 
or fo intent on the means to fupport them- 
felves in vices, the expence of which their pre- 
sent income cannot long bear, that they will 
be under no tie to any Prince, merely as dif- 
pos'd to govern by Law. 

The wealth of a nation, that (hare of its 
wealth, for the bare fecuring of which, all 
change of government is thought fure to be 
oppos'd, is in few hands, in comparifon of the 
whole people ; and confidering thefe few for- 
tunate Perfons, as having hitherto liv'd at their 
eafe, in full enjoyment of the world; andadt- 
ing in defence of their Sovereign, without any 
fenfe of duty — without any hopes beyond the 
grave ; how far they would hazard their per- 
fons in his defence, I had much rather their 
Addreffes (hould declare, than he experience. 
As men of fortune now live, the unprincipled 

part 
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^art of them can by no means feem the fitteft 
men, for any fervice of danger or hardfliip. 

In general, it is moft certain, that the vicious 
have from no Prince fo much to hope> as frotai 
an arbitrary one. They beft fuit his purpofes, 
and are, therefore, fureft of his favour. Their 
Liberty is Licentioufnefs. The freedom* they 
like, is not what the Law affords * but what 
it controls. While their luxury and luft can 
have full fcope, under an arbitrary power, they 
are not likely to endanger their lives by op- 
pofing/V ; If they fhould draw their fwords 
againft him, who would introduce it, pay or 
promifes muft be the motive : They mull be 
be offer'd more to fight againft, than they are 
likely to get by fighting for, it. 

I am very fenfible, how ill a found there is 
in Reformation 5 That it is a term too often 
in the mouths of the worft of men, and a pre- 
text for the worft defigns -That the fin- 
cereft advocates for it are thought to have 
more zeal, than difcretion. But, certainly, . 
there is full as much to be faid againft neg- 
ledting it wholly, as againft profecuting it in- 
difcreetly. 

The chief bufinefs of the Legiflature, an- 
nually, is, in fome fenfe, Reformation $ moft 
of its Ads are a fpecies thereof — are fo many 
L 2 new 
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hew regulations — corfedt what is faulty — - 
fupply what is dpfcdire— remedy fome or 
other incovenience. 

That diforders will getinto every commu- 
nity, is undeniable ; and it is alike fb, that no 
community can be well govern'd, where pro~ 
per care is not taken to redrefs them — -to re* 
move them wholly, or to prevent their attain- 
ing an height, that may endanger the public 
Safety. 

Some diforders may not unreafonably be 
thought below the notice of anAdminiftratk>n$ 
others inay be wifely confidered, as lefs dan- 
geroufly conniv'd at, than remedy'd 5. but where 
neither of thefe is the cafe, where the diibrder 
is far from being a flight one, where its re- 
moval by gentle methods is abundantly lefs 
dangerous, than a connivance which, feeming 
to countenance, muft increafe it; if there the 
Magiftrates interpofitiqn may be imprudently 
expedted, one cannot conjedture, from the rea- 
fon of things, wherein it is requifite. 

The progrefs of Immorality among us every 
"tvhfire difcovers itfelf ; nor is there any thing 
more certain in Mathematics, than it is in 
Politics, that the virtue of a nation is its 
ftrength — thit it becomes weak* in the de- 
gree it becomes corrupt. And that there are- 
methods 
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methods of promoting throughout this king*, 
dom, a fenfe of duty quite different from what 
at prefent prevails in it, which can have no- 
tiling in them of danger or inconvenience, I 
am only hindred from affirming, by the de*. 
ference I pay to thofe, who have not purfu d 
them. 

« * — You the Roman State with Arms defend, 
Cc Adorn with Morals, and by Laws amend." 

It is well khown, to whom, and of whom* 
this was the compliment. The gradation here 
is pretty remarkable. Augustus'^ military 
glory is but the firft ftep therein ; the leaft 
part of his praife was, that he defended Italy 5 
Whalt did him moft honour was, that he re- 
form'd it *f\ To have regulated the manners 

* Resi Italas armis tutaris, moribus ornas, 
Legibus eroendas. 

t So Ode 15. Lib. 4. Qrdinem 

Redum, & vaganti fraena licentiac 
Injecit ; amovitque culpas. 

A like Compliment is paid him in the following Infcri- 
ption; 

Imp. caes. pivi. f. aug. pon. max. cos. xii. tri- 

$UNIC. POTEST. X. IMP. VIII. ORBE. MARI. ET. TER- 
RA. PACATO. TBMPLO. JANI. CLUSO. ET. REP. PO. 
HO M» QPTIM. 1EGIB. SANCTISS. INSTIT. REFOR, 

Gruter. p. 149. 

L 2 of 
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of his country-men, was as preferable to hh 
having fecur'd their perfons, as the right ufe 
of life is to its mere enjoyment. 

We find mankind, in all ages, acknowledge 
ing thofe, who civiliz'd them, as their greatefl 
benefa&ors — regarding this, as their fecond 
and nobleft formation ; and as entitling thofe, 
to whom they ow'd it, to the Jiigheft honours 
they could pay. 

And if the flrft rough and very imperfed 
draught of civil polity has been every where 
reputed fuch a bleffing — been thought to me-r, 
rit fuch acknowledgments j we cannot be at 
a lofs to conceive, hqw a nation would regard 
them from whom it deriv'd regulations, man- 
ners, and principles, fuitable to the prefent im- 
provement of human Reafon ; and which muft 
give the Society, wherein they obtain, as great 
advantages over any, in the earlier ages of the 
world, as the beft govern'd ftate in Europe 
can claim over the Hurofts ^nd Iroquois. 

The Statefman, thus confulting our happi- 
nefs, wold unite all parties in doing juftice to 
his worth. The generous contention among 
us would be, whofe afFedtion towards 'him 
fhould moft diftinguifh itfelf. 

How much a nation is profited by the pQ- 
iicy, that difcon^erts the fchemes of its ene- 
mies. 

*5 
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mies, or by the valour, that defeats their ar- 
mies, few regard, except infome extraordinary 
cafe, at the time the tranfadtion pafles ; and in 
fucceeding generations, all fenfe of it wears 
off : but the benefit done by making a people 
better— by reforming them, falls under the 
notice of all, is felt by all 3 and difpofes them 
to the greateft efteem of him, from whom it 
was receiv'd *. Such a friend to virtue, as he 
is the friend to all mankind, is fure to have 
the worthieft of them, in every age, intereft- 
ing themfelves in the honours paid him, pre- 
ferving his memory, and, to enforce the imi- 
tation of him, ever dwelling on his praife. 
The reward of his endeavours will be thus 
the nobleft, they can on earth receive ; and 
this how infinitely fhort <?f what they may fi- 
nally expeft ! 

Every one, who wifhes the profperity of 
our country, muft wiflh a change in our mo., 
rals. Without it, what, alas ! muft be our 
fate, under the firft enterprifing Prince in a 
neighbouring nation ; or under the firft Prince 
in our own, who is difpos'd to arbitrary fway, 

* Si quaeret Pater urbium 

Subfcribi ftatuis ; indomitam audeat 
£efraenare licentiam, 

Clarus poftgenitis. Hor. lib. iii. Od. 34. 

L 4, and 
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and knows how to condudt the oxf&as, tjj^f 
offer themfelv^s for obtaining it ? 

When we ceafe to be mox^lly fre e \. ^ 
when our reafon is fubje&ed to pur paffiop^ 
and appetites. 5 a proper applip&ion to tbefp 
foon puts an End to our civil liberty, Govem'd 
by piir Luft, we are prepard to ft? ^PYS^n'd 
by him, who will enable us to grattfy th# 
Luft. Slaves to our palate, we afp. of eowfe 
fqch to him, who can fupport us ip. oftr lux-, 
ury. Our heart fet on thofc foojeiipfij, which 
are qall'd making a Figure, in. the worl^ 
readily agree that he, who. in them gives us 
our will, (hall have us in. all things ejfe, fub- 
fervient to bis. Muft our ambition be. feti$r 
fy'd? our Law is the Word, of him who. car* 
advance us. Are our fears predominant ? He, 
who can hurt us, is implicitely obey'd. 

The connection, therefore, between Virtue 
and civil Liberty is evident Virtue, only, qua- 
lifies us for Liberty- — enables us to under- 
ftand its juft value, and difpofes us to its pro* 
per ufe. Virtue alone, fixes in us the defire 
of Liberty — - arms us ag&inft each compliance, 
that will endanger it, and puts us on the con- 
duct, that muft preferve it. 

Virtue alone makes us Mafters of our- 
felves : and, when it will not fuffer us to be 
5 govern '4 
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govern'd by our own mere will, how Can it 
but fecure us from fiibjedfcigg ourfelves. tqthat 
c>f any other perfon ? 

A REMARK of Al^QERNpON SlDNtY, who 

had made Government his particular ftudy , and 
who was, certainly, no bigot in Religion, is 
the only one I have to add. 

Virtue is the di£fate of Reafon y or the re*> 
mains of the J)hine Light \ by which men are 
made beneficent and beneficial to each other. Re- 
ligion proceeds from thetfam fpriqg* &*d tends 
to thefaffl fnd, jptd the Good of manfcnd Jo 
entirely depends upon theje Two, that na people 
ever enjoy 1 d any thing worth defiringy that was 
not the produSt of them. Diffeourf#6 concern- 
ing Government^ p. 190, 



The END. 



An EPITAPH 



in Twickenham Church-yard* 

To the Memory of Elizabeth Butler, 
Who, foon as {he could reafon on the rules of her Duty, 
Began her Care to obferve them ; 
Recommending the Religion {he profefled, 
By its uniform Influence on her Conduct. 
Her Faith was approved by her Obedience, 
Her excellent Principles by correfpondent Morals 5 
The Life {he led in the moft corrupt Times, 
Would have done her Honour in the pureft. 
Devout, retired, mortified, 
Yet ever eafy, pleafcd, chearful j 
Cenfuring, only by excelling ; 
PoflelHng, but to diflribute ; 
Glad to difcover what fee might commend in others, 
Overlooking no Worth, except her own : 
Such {he lived, confiftent throughout: 
Wholly intent on preparing for a better World, 
Death called her to it. • 
Reader, 

You have here no Detail of her Defcent and Alliances 5 
This Monument is raifed, to no Worth {he borrowed^ 
To that alone, which will be in her rewarded, 
And (hould by you be imitated. 
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An Addition to the PREFACE. 

BU T how far foever the proofs of a fu- 
ture Jiate are from being demonftra- 
tive ; we may truly affirm, that they are 
fufficient to render us inexcufeble, if we do" 
not fincerely endeavour to qualify ourfelves 
for Happinefs in it. 

The amount of all the Enjoyments, which 
could pojibly be obtained, from purfuits de- 
ftruftive of our hopes of happinefs beyond 
the grave, is fo very inconfiderable ; that we 
fhould unreafonably allow tkem any compe- 
tition with thefe hopes, tho' more weakly 
fppported than they, unqueftionably, are. 
But, when we have no ground to expert, 
that the purfuits, inconfiftent with fuch 
hopes, fhould, in fa5l y yield us any thing 
near the fatisfadtion, that there is barely 
a PoJJibility of receiving from them ; and 
when natural Reafon hath led thofe, who 
are acknowledged to have cultivated it the 
pioft fuccefsfully, to regard another Life as 

highly 
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Jiighly probable ; nothing can well be more 
abfurd, than to ad fb, that our Whole <fe- 
pendence is, bp death being alike the de~ 
ftru£Hon of our bodies and mind?. And if 
this condu3 be fo irrational, under all the 
advantages gained by it 5 and without con- 
fidering ft, 3s depriving us of any immediate 
benefit s> whigh would accrue from theCourlc 
of adtion that may be moll advantageous to 
us hereafter $ what is a proper term of re- 
proach for it 9 when tbefe are taken into the 

account; when the certain lofs of tbefe 

is added to the certain one, likewife, of all 
manner of good at our departure hence * 
Guilt not only confines our comforts to this 
yorld>**--^tQ our ihort ftay here* — to thofe, 
uncertainties, with which our beft laid 
fchemes are here attended ; but robs us of 
all that fatisfa&ion, which we fhould, during 
our ftay on earth, receive, if we had the 
dHchargp of our duty ftncerely at heart : And 
what damage we, in this laft inftance, fu- 
Hain, let us learn from the higheft authority 
we can defire, where we have not an iaipired 
teacher* All the antient philofophers, fays 
Tulty, thought man's happinefs to be derived? 
from virtue ajone. 

flow 
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How very plain a truth muft it be^ oil 
which there was that intire agreement among 
thofe perfons^ who, in fo many other parti- 
culars, fo widely differed! Not to infiffy 
therefore* on what, in the prefent cafe, 
might well deferve our notice,— —the proba* 
bility of any pofitive fufferings that may eithetf 
now, or hereafter* be brought on us by a 
wrong behaviour ; our bare attention to the 
undeniable circumftances and confequericetf 
thereof that I have already mentioned, feems 
fufficient to put us on our guard againft it : 
We can obtain from it no benefit, for which; 
we fhould, in common prudence, abandon 
all hopes of happinefs in a future life, tho' 
we had falr-lefs reafon to entertain any, than 
what is afforded us by the pepfuafion ot 
thofe, whofe capacities and attainments we 
moft admire 5 and by fuch a behaviour we 
fhould forego that fatisfadtion, which a truly 
virtuous life would give us, and which' the 
wifeft men of antiquity have concurred in re- 
commending, Compare, indeed, him, whofe 
paflions are calm, whofe appetites are un- 
der a due reftraint,- — whofe pleafures are 

reafonable, who fteadily purfues what is 

juft and right, — -who feeks to do what 
good he can for the reft of his Species, and 

thinks 
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thinks that the very beft he can do for theiri* 
is to engage them in the practice of true Reli- 
gion and Virtue 5 Be, I fzy y this man com- 
pared with another, whofe pafiions and ap 

petites govern him, whofe days pafs in 

guilty, or low amufements, who has no 

regard to the end of his creation, who 

lives to himfelf, negledts the public intereft* 
and' either doth what mull hurt the morals 
of the community, or omits to do what can 
benefit them 5 and who is there, that has the 
leaft Senfe of Decorum, that at all confute 
his reafon, that has any aims worthy of his 
nature, but muft confefs, how greatly pre- 
ferable the condition of the one is, to that of 
the other — how much more defirable it is, 
to be the perfon, who, let what will be the 
evidence for a future Hate, is thus qualified 
for happinefs in it, than to ad: the part, 
which promifes fo little good in our prefent 
ftate, and excludes all hopes beyond it ? 

Tentanda via eft> qua me quoquepojfim 
Toller e bumo. Geor. 3. 

I cannot but think this a wife refolution, 
even when we feek a rife very different from 
the Poets i when the rife we feek is not o4 

our 
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our name, but of our perfon, is not to 

Fame, but to Heaven. What attempt could 
do us more honour, tho' we were to fail in 
it ? And the very honour it did us, might 
pafs for no mean argument, that it would not 
be a vain one. Were I a ftranger to the 
Chriftian dodtrine, and had no abler guides, 
than the Sages of Greece and Rome, the beft 
employment I could wifh for myfelf would 
be that of Socrates, as Plato, who knew fo 
well what it was, introduces him defcribing 

it. The whole of my bufinefs, fays that 

admirable man, is to go about, exhorting 
y6u, both young and old, to regard neither 
your bodies, nor your fortunes, nor any 

thing elfe, fo much as your mind, fo much 

as what will perfedt it: Telling you, that 
Virtue comes not to us from wealth; but 
that wealth, and whatever is good for man, 
in his private or public capacity, will be de- 
rived to him from Virtue. ApoL Soc. 




